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NOTICE. 



In consequence of the prevalence of desertion, parti- 
cularly in the British Colonies, the notice of Shipowners 
is particularly directed to the following clause in the 
Mercantile Marine Act, expressly framed to insure the 
conviction of offenders, when the evidence of the Master 
and the production of the Log Book are not available. 
Owners should caution the Masters of their ships of the 
necessity of strict attention to this provision. 

^* And be it enacted, That in all cases of desertion 
from any ship, in any place abroad, the master shall 
produce the entry of such desertion in the official log 
book to the person or persons required by the * General 
Merchant Seamen's Act,' to indorse on the agreement a 
certificate of such desertion ; and such person or persons 
shall thereupon make and certify a copy of such entry 
and also a copy of the said certificate of desertion ; and 
if such person is a public functionary, he shall, and in 
other cases the said master shall, forthwith transmit 
such copies to the registrar of seamen in England ; and 
the said registrar shall, if required, cause the same to 
be produced in any legal proceeding ; and such copies, 
if purporting to be so made and certified as aforesaid, 
and if shown to have come from the custody of the 
said registrar, shall in any legal proceeding relating to 
such desertion be received as evidence of the entries 
therein appearing." (13 <fc 14 Vict., c. 93, sec. 74.) 

The attention of Shipmasters is also especially directed 
to an enactment of the Session of 1853, which authorises 
a justice to oblige seamen imprisoned for offences to com- 
plete the voyage they agreed for. This enactment, 
being sec. 38 of 16 and 17 Vict., c. 131, will be found 
at page 74. 



MEMORANDUM. 



The abrogation of the last-retained promeum of the 
Navigation Lawe, {by the repeal of the 7th See, of 1 1 and 12 
Vie.f cap, 29, which limited the employment of Foreignere in 
the Merchant Service) and the consequent discontinuance of 
the Mariners* Register Ticket^ has rendered necessary a new 
edition of^* The Shipmaster's Guide." 

I have availed myself of the occasion, to embody such in" 
struotions in the several chapters of this book, as experience 
of the working of the Mercantile Marine Laws has dictated. 

It is gratifying to find that the regulations now in force 
are producing their anticipated effect; for a palpable tm- 
provement is already perceptible in the Officers of the Mer- 
eantile Marine, while the interests of the seamen are duly 
protected under the supervision of the Shipping Officers, 

J. H, BROWN. 

Registrar-General of Seamen . 
London, November, 1853. 



CONTENTS. 

Chap. Pago 

I. iNTKODUCrriON ...... 9 

II. MiCHINBRY 15 

III. Certificates 18 

IV. The Official Log-book 22 

V. The Advance Notes 24 

VI. Apprentices 27 

YII. Pboyisions 34 

VXII. Medicines and Medicaments . . . . 47 
IX. British Consuls and other Functionaries 

ABROAD 52 

! X. Natal Officers 55 

XI. Wages 57 

XII. Principal Obligations of Owners . . . 62 

XIII. Pleasure Yachts 64 

XIY. Colonial Vessels 65 

XV. Law op Manning . . . . . .66 

XVI. Penalties and Forfeitures for Breaches of 
Discipline, Desertion, Absence without 

Leave, &c. 70 

XVIl! Voyage of a Foreign-going Ship . . . 80 

XVIII. Voyages of Home-Trade Ships ... 95 

XIX. Keqistry 98 



Vm CONTENTS. 

APPENDIX. Pago 

Analysis 106 

Merchant Seamen's Act, 7 & 8 Vict. c. 112 . .116 
Seamen's Pbotection Act, 8 & 9 Vict. c. 116 . .154 
Mercantile Marine Act, 13 & 14 Vict. c. 93 .160 
Mercantile Marine Amended Act^ 14 & 15 

Vict. c. 96 205 

Seamen^s Fund Winding-Up Act, 14 & 15 Vict. 

c. 102 215 

Steam Navigation Act of 1851, 14 & 15 Vict. 
.79 218 



THE 

SHIPMASTER'S GUIDE. 



CHAPTER I. 



' INTRODITOTION. 

The condition of our Mercantile Marine has at all 
times engaged the attention of statesmen and legis- 
lators. Not only is the prosperity of the country, but 
its safety, involved in this consideration ; for the 
merchant service forms the source and resource of our 
naval power ; and the British sailor has been truly 
described as " Useful to enrich his country by his 
skill and labour in time of peace, and to defend it by 
his daring valour in war." 

The Statute Book is loaded with Acts, having for 
their object the "Increase and Encouragement of 
Seamen ; " and of late years the mariner's condition 
has been cared for by the enactment of laws which 
enable him to obtain prompt redress for imposition 
or injury, the speedy recovery of his wages, and regu- 
lations respecting his provisions, all tending to induce 
loyalty and contentment in a class of men whose 
services in time of need it is so desirable to obtain, 
rather by voluntary than compulsory means. 

Much, however, remained to be done. The old 
adage, that " good masters make good men,'' is true 



10 



THE SHIPMASTERS GUIDE. 



in this as well as in other trades. But while atten- 
tion has been directed, with tolerable success, to the 
increase and encouragement of seamen; the improve- 
ment of those who are in authority over them has 
not obtained the same consideration. 

The progress of our Mercantile Marine is remark- 
able, and when we reflect on the number of persons 
directly employed therein, and others indirectly, but 
greatly interested in its welfare, it may well be con- 
sidered one of the most important subjects that should 
engage the attention of statesmen. 

From the close of the war in 1815 to 1835 the 
registered tonnage of the British empire remained 
nearly stationary. Its rapid increase dates from the 
latter year ; a proof of its growing prosperity, and 
extending resources, is exhibited in the following 
Table :— 

Nwmher of Ships, T(m8, cmd Men hehnffing to the British 
Empire, on die Z\st December, in thefoUowing Years. 



Years. 


Shtps. 


Tons. 


Men. 


1815 


24,860 


2,681,276 


177,309 


1820 


25^74 


2,648,593 


174,514 


1825 


24,280 


2,553,682 


166,183 


1830 


23,721 


2,531,819 


154,812 


1835 


25,511 


2.783,761 


171,020 


1840 


28,962 


3,311,538 


201,340 


1845 


31,817 


3,714,061 


224,900 


1850 


34,288 


4,232,962 


239,283 


1852 


34,402 


,4,424,392 


243,612 



Being an increase of 8891 ships, 1,640,631 tons, 
and 72,492 men in the interval between 1835 and 
1852. 

The increase of upwards of a million and a half of tons 
involved the necessity for seamen to navigate the ships, 
and this requirement was effected by the introduction 
of apprentices under the provisions oi the Merchant 
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Seamen's Act — passed in 1835, tbe year of progress 
— the scale of apprentices for tonnage being so nicely 
adjusted as to meet the demand for seamen. In proof 
of which the wages before the discovery of the gold 
diggings remained at nearly the same rate; and during 
the interval no com plaint was made of scarcity or excess. 

Of late years, however, complaints have been rife 
of the insubordination of our merchant seamen ; the 
impunity with which they break their engagements 
or procure their discharges when induced by higher 
wages; and the difficulty on the part of masters to 
obtain redress, particularly in the colonies, owing to 
the non-observance of some form or regulation — fatal 
to the agreement — all tending to the expense and 
inconvenience of ship-owners, the demoralisation of 
seamen, and destruction of that good feeling which 
should exist between the master and his crew. 

Nor' was the complaint confined to the conduct 
of seamen, for many proofs were adduced of harassing 
oppression on the part of masters ; and the necessity 
for investing them with increased power for the 
better maintenance of discipline, although repeatedly 
urged, was objected to, until security could be taken 
that they should be responsible for the proper exef- 
cise of such power. 

Security to some extent was obtained by the 
establishment of a voluntary examination into cha- 
racter and competency, with the stipulation that the 
certificate granted might be cancelled or suspended 
on proof of misconduct. Nearly three thousand 
masters and mates complied with this regulation, 
and the government and large companies declined 
to charter ships unless the commander and the 
officers possessed certificates. It was evident, however, 
that a law of this kind, to be useful, must be general, 
and bear upon the whole merchant service; every 
master and mate undergoing the test of examination 
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as to character and competency ; or hy previous ser- 
vice becoming entitled to a certificate, without which 
he should not serve in these capacities; the certi- 
ficate to be suspended or totally rescinded upon due 
proof of misconduct. The officers placed under this 
responsibility might be entrusted with increased power 
for enforcing discipline. I will presently show how 
far this has been accomplished. 

The repeal of the Navigation Laws, in 1848, 
hastened the necessity for dealing with this matter. 
The cases laid before government clearly proved, that 
unless our Mercantile Marine was brought under such 
regulations as should insure competency on the part 
of the officers, and subordination and contentment on 
the part of crews, we must suffer serious, and probably 
irreparable injury, when competing with foreigners, 
better provided in these respects ; besides inflicting 
damage upon that element of our national prosperity, 
which it was so essential to maintain in the best 
possible condition. 

The subject, therefore, engaged the early and earnest 
attention of government ; and as it was considered 
desirable to concentrate the supervision of all matters 
relating to our Merchant Ships and Seamen, under 
the authority of the "Board of Trade, it became the 
duty of the Right Honourable Henry Laboucherc, the 
President of that Board, to frame the necessary 
measures, and carry them through parliament. 

A more arduous task, all things considered, was 
never undertaken ; but it was happily accom- 
plished, contrary to the opinions of those, who, aware 
by experience of the difficulties to be overcome, pre- 
dicted the impossibility of success. 

The course adopted by the Right Honourable 
gentleman was, perhaps, the only one tbat could have 
succeeded ; and should be taken as a model for dealing 
with difficult subjects, involving large and special 
interests. 
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' Haying availed himself of all the information he 
could procure, the Right Honourahle gentleman pre- 
pared his bill for improving the condition of Masters, 
Mates, and Seamen. 

In an eloquent and powerful speech,* full of 
sound reasoning, supported by convincing proofs, 
Mr. Labouchere introduced his measure in the 
Session of 1849 ; and stated it to be his intention to 
print the bill, in order that ample time might be 
afforded for the press and the profession to discuss 
its merits, during the recess. So far from pro- 
fessing an J fixed adherence to the details, by which 
the measures were to be accomplished, he invited 
the suggestions of practical men on these points, only 
stipulating that the pi-incipies should beheld inviolate; 
and to this determination he adhered throughout, not- 
withstanding that the machinery was altered, and 
qualified to meet the views and suggestions of persons 
conversant with the subject. 

The leading principles were these : — 

Examination into the competency and character of 
those in charge of life and property, with certificates 
to be withdrawn or suspended in case of misconduct. 

Regulations for the engagement and discharge of sea- 
men; the advance and settlement of wages, victualling, 
berthing, and discipline when serving; with a record 
of character ; all conducive to loyalty, contentment, 
and subordination. 

Thus thrown upon the waters during the recess, 
the measure underwent ample discussion. The oppo- 
sition instigated by misrepresentation, or adopted from 
misconception, gradually subsided ; the invitation 
for suggestions from practical men, was responded to; 
and in the many conferences that took place, the 

* The peraaal of this aLle speech will amply repay the reader; 
it will be found in the Pailianientary Debates, July, 12, 1849. 
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candid dealing, and readiness to adopt hints for 
improvement, and the firmness with which those of 
different tendency was resisted^ satisfied all impartial 
persons of the earnest desire that existed, to produce 
such a law as was imperatively demanded for the 
benefit of the interests concerned. 

As the value of the measure became recognised, 
and the good intentions and fair dealing of its pro- 
moter generally known, the most influential, talented, 
and wealthy ship-owners, not only refused to counte- 
nance and continue the opposition they had been 
induced to offer, but became its strongest supporters j 
and the bill, with its main principles intact, was 
passed into law by general consent. 

Such is the history of the Mercantile Marine Act, 
a measure which if worked out with the good faith 
with which it was designed, must henceforth exercise 
a very beneficial influence over the classes that will 
come under its regulations. 

It remains to bring the Masters and Mates of 
coasting vessels within its scope, as regards certificates 
of character and competency ; their examination being 
regulated by a lower standard in navigation : 

In the session of 1851, a short act was passed to 
amend certain portions of the Mercantile Marine Act ; 
and in the session of 1853, the abrogation of the pro- 
vision which excluded Foreign Masters and Seamen 
from the Coasting trade, and limited the number of 
the latter in Foreign-going ships, effected the total 
repeal of the Navigation Laws. An account of the 
alteration will be found in Chapter XY. ; and the 
amended Mercantile Marine Act is inserted in the 
Appendix. 
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CHAPTER II. 

MAOHIXEEY. 

"Thb Meroantile Marine Act" received the Royal 
Assent on the 14th Aug. 1850, under the title 13 
& 14 Vict. cap. 93. 

" An Act for improving the Condition of Masters, 
Mates, and Seamen, and maintaining Discipline in 
the Merchant Service." — It has been amended by 
14 & 15 Vict. cap. 96, and these acts are now in 
operation. 

By these acts the superintendence of all matters 
relating to the British Mercantile Marine is trans- 
ferred to the Board of Trade — 

And the law is to be carried into force by means 
of Local Boards at sixteen of the principal Ports of 
the United Kingdom — 

By Shipping Offices at all the Ports of the United 
Kingdom — 

Ajid by the General Regbter and Record Office of 
Seamen in London. 

Two gentlemen, of high professional reputation, 
have been appointed Naval Members of the Board 
of Trade, to assist by their practical experience in the 
consideration of all matters, connected with the 
Merchant Service. 

The Local Boards are formed by the Mayor or 
Provost of the Sea Port, a Stipendiary Magistrate, 
four Members nominated by the Board of Trade, and 
six Members elected by Voters ; the qualification for 
each Vote being 250 registered tons, employed in 
Foreign-going Ships. 
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The duties are to appoint Examiners^ Ship- 
ping Masters^ with Assistants and Clerks^ and to 
superintend and regulate matters connected therewith 
in their respective ports. 

But when Shipping Offices are established in 
the Sailors* Homes in London, they are to be under 
the direct control of the Board of Trade. 

Shipping Masters have the supervision of the 
engagement and discharge of crews ; adjustment of 
disputes referred to them; to record character of 
seamen discharged in their offices; examination of log 
bo6ks ; transmission of all returns, <&c., required by 
law; supply of the necessary forms; and they are 
to give all the aid in their power for promoting the 
intentions of the act, and to facilitate the procuring 
of crews, and apprentices. 

In Ports not having Local Boards the duty of 
Shipping Master is peiformed by officers of customs 
already established. 

The Registrar-General of Seamen, in addition to 
his duty of recording the voyages of ships and 
seamen, maintaining a register of such, and of appren- 
tices, &c., transmits certificates of competency, or 
of service, to all those who are entitled to them, renews 
those lost, and keeps a general record of character, 
available for reference when seamen resort to different 
ports for employment. 

In the Registry Office is recorded every document 
relating to these matters ; so that all those registered 
may be able, without difficulty, to establish claims 
upon the fund, or to whatever they may be entitled, 
by obtaining attested proof of their services. 

For the purposes of these Acts, Merchant Vessels 
are divided into two classes, " Foreign-going Ships," 
and " Home-trade Ships." 

The first, comprising all those trading between the 
United Kingdom and Foreign Parts, except to that 
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portion of the Oontinent, between the limits of Brest 
Ad the river Elbe. The second, Vessels employed 
IB coasting, or in trading between the United 
Kingdom and the Continent, within the limits 
aforesaid. 

Foreign-going Ships are liable to all the provisions 
of these Acts ; but Ilome-trade Ships are only partially 
so, — the regulations for each will be duly explained 
in Chapters XVI. and XVII. 

Pleasure Yachts, Vessels belonging to the Trinity 
House, and Vessels employed in fishing on the coasts 
of the United Kingdom are exempted from the pro- 
visions of this act, and Colonial Vessels are par- 
tially exempted under circumstances described in 
Chapters XIII. and XIV. 

FOBMS. 

In order to secure uniformity, and facilitate the 
business of the Shipping Offices, and the Registry 
Office, all the returns, &c., required to be rendered, 
as well as other documents used in the several opera- 
tions, are printed in sanctioned forms, beanng the 
stamp of the Board of Trade. 

These forms are supplied in sets by the Shipping 
Masters, and sold by licensed persons ; and no other 
forms than those sanctioned can be used under a 
penalty; besides that the instruments will not be 
legally recognised. 

As one general system is now established throughout 
the kingdom, Masters of ships have become con- 
versant with it ; and they are assisted by the Ship- 
ping Masters, who will not receive any imperfect 
documents, nor on any account depart from the rules 
laid down for uniformity. 

These forms may appear, at first view, rather mul- 
tifarious; but practical experience proves that, in 

b2 
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matters of this nature, the filliDg up pf a column 
under a heading, is a more easy and certain proceai^ 
than any other, on the score of convenience and 
expedition. 

The forms are liable to be changed — after due notice 
— ^by sanction of the Board of Trade— and no doubt 
they will be limited or extended as practice suggests, 
so as to facilitate the working of the law. 



CHAPTEE III. 

CERTIFICATES. 

Certificates are of two kinds : 

Certificates of Competency ; and 
Certificates of Service. 

First, of Certificate of Competency. 

Every Master or Mate engaging in either of such 
capacities for the first time on board a Foreign-going 
ship, on and after the 1st of January 1851, must 
pass an examination regulated by the Board of 
Trade, when he will receive a Certificate of Com- 
petency. Certificates of Competency, or of Service, 
may be either of a grade appropriate to the stations 
held for the time being, or of a superior — but not of 
inferior — grade. 

The Master's Certificate enables him to take charge 
of a ship of any size, and in any trade. But those 
of Mates are divided into three classes, of appro- 
priate Certificates, namely : — 

First Mate — Only Mate — Second Mate. 

The First Mate may engage as such, whether 
First, Second, or Third. The Only Mate as First 
Mate, when there is no other ; or as Second Mate 
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yfhete there is a First Mate. The Sbcond Mate 
cannot engage as First Mate, or Only Mate, but only 
in cases 'where a First Mate, or Only Mate, is also 
engaged. 

Certificates of Competency as Masters will be also 
granted to those who hare passed the examination 
under the Regulations of the Board of Trade, dated 
19th August, 1845, and may be granted to those who 
produce proof of having held certain rank in the 
Navy, or the East India Company's service; and 
Certificates of Competency as First Mates, without 
distinction of classes, to those who have obtained 
certificates as Mates under the aforesaid Regulations. 
An entry is made on the back of these Certificates 
stating the Class of Examination already passed. 

Certificates of Competency, whether of Masters or 
Mates, granted in exchange for existing Certificates, 
bear 2i green seal. 

Masters who have passed the higher examination 
under the new law, have Certificates bearing a blue 
seal. 

All other Masters' Certificates bear a red seal. 

First Mates' Certificates bear a blue, Only Mates' a 
red, and Second Mates' a yeUow seal. 

Certificates of Service 

are granted to all Masters and to Mates without dis- 
tinction as to Classification, who have served in these 
capacities prior to the 1st of January, 1851, upon their 
filling up a form, which is to contain an account of 
their services, which form may be procured at any 
Custom House, and must be forwarded to the Regis- 
trar-General of Seamen in London for verification.* 

* See Chap. XV., for tho law r "pecdng Foreigners becoming 
Masters of British Sbipp. 
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All Certificates of Competency are signed by the 
Ofl&cers of the Naval department of the Board of 
Trade, and issued by the Shipping Masters of the 
several Ports, by whom they are delivered to the 
parties. They are in duplicate, and the office copy 
is returned to the Kegistrar-General of Seamen, and 
by him placed on record. 

Certificates of Service are issued in like manner, 
the duplicates being recorded. 

Certificates, whether of Competency or Service, 
may be cancelled or suspended when the possessor is 
convicted of Felony, or sentenced to imprisonment, 
under the " Merchant Seaman's," or the " Mercantile 
Marine Act," or suspended by order of any naval 
court abroad ; and also if the possessor is reported 
unfit to discharge his duties through incompetency^ 
habitual drunkenness, or tyrannical habits, upon an 
investigation instituted by direction of the Board of 
Trade or a Local Board. This will prevent any 
person so deprived from serving in such capacity in 
a Foreign-going ship. 

When a Certificate is lost by fire or wreck a renewed 
one (copied from the Office counterpart) will be 
granted upon application in form to be obtained at 
any Shipping Office, and for this no fee is charged. 
But when a Certificate is lost through any other 
cause, a fee of five shillings for a Master's Certificate, 
and' two shillings and sixpence for a Mate's Certi- 
ficate, must be deposited with the Shipping Master 
when application for a renewal is made. 

These regulations apply to both Certificates of 
Competency and Service. 

The Certificate of Service will not qualify a 
Master or Mate to serve in any ship chartered by 
government ; or by those Companies which have 
hitherto required a Certificate, granted under the 
Regulations of 19 th of August, IS^^ 
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As the nature of the Examination to be instituted 
for the several classes is regulated by the Board of 
Trade, and it has been signified that the standard 
of qualification will be raised after a time, I shall 
say no more on this subject. Those who wish for 
full explanation on this point, will find it in '' The 
Mercantile Navy List," published yearly by autho- 
rity of the Board of Trade, which contains all the 
existing regulations, as well as the names of the 
Members of Boards, Shipping Masters, Licensed 
Agents, Masters and Mates possessing Certificates of 
Competency, Lists of Cancelled Certificates, and other 
information important to those connected with the 
mercantile marine. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THS OFFIOIAIi LOO-BOOK. 

The Master of every Foreign-going ship musfe keep 
an official log-book. 

These log-books may be either united with, or kept 
distinct from, the ordinary ship's log-book ; and for 
this purpose special forms, have been issued by 
the Board of Trade, in which spaces for the usual 
entries are united with spaces for the entries required 
by the act ; and a separate form, has also been issued 
in which nothing will be written except the entries 
required by the Mercantile Marine Act. Those who 
do not wish to subject their general log-book to the 
scrutiny of a Shipping Master can adopt the latter. 

These forms of log-books were intended, the one 
for Foreign-going and the other for Home-trade 
ships, but the amended Mercantile Marine Act 
relieves the latter from the necessity of having official 
log-books. 

The particulars required to be entered are enume- 
rated under the head of " Directions " in each book ; 
therefore it is only necessary to state that all matters 
requiring to be proved in a Court of law should be 
inserted and attested ; and also that entries must be 
made of all fines or forfeitures intended to be de- 
ducted from the wages of the crew. 

The law requires that blanks shall be filled up with 
the entries of character of the crew ; conviction of any 
member of the crew ; ofiences respecting which a fine 
is imposed ; serious illness, death, and cause of death; 
entry or discharge ; and all entries in log-book are 
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to be signed by a mate, or if there is no mate, by the 
carpenter, boatswain, or one of the oldest members of 
the crew. When the entry imposes a fine, or relates 
to misconduct, it must be read over to the offender 
before witnesses. 

If a ship is transferred, the master or transferrer 
shall, within one month, if in the United Kingdom, 
and within six months if elsewhere, deliver or trans- 
mit to the Collector or Comptroller of Customs, or 
Shipping Master of the port in which the ship was 
registered, the official log-book, duly made up to the 
time of transfer, and if the ship is lost, as soon as 
possible after the time of such loss. 

The official log-book of a " Foreign-going ship " 
shall be delivered to the Shipping Master within 
forty-eight hours of the ship's arrival. In the case 
of a " Home-trade ship," when an official log-book is 
kept, it is not required to be delivered to the Ship- 
ping Master. 

These log-books are to be returned, if demanded, 
after a certain period ; and without the production 
of a certificate of their deposit, the Customs will 
not grant clearance inwards to Foreign-going ships. 

Masters of Foreign-going ships should provide 
themselves with one or more log-books at the com- 
mencement of the voyage ; and masters of Home- 
trade ships, although not required by law to keep 
official log-books, will find it conducive to their 
interests to be provided with them, in order to enter 
offences punishable by deductions from wages, as fines 
cannot b^ enforced unless the entries are duly made. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE ADVANCE NOTE. 

When framing the Mercantile Marine Bill, it 
became a matter of grave consideration whether it was 
expedient to abolish or to recognise the Advance 
Note. 

Those who objected to the note very truly argued, 
that it was productive of fraud, insubordination, and 
desertion ; that the seamen seldom obtained for it half 
the value it represents, because the forgery of the 
document itself was so easy, and the conditions under 
which payment could be claimed so uncertain^ that 
the tradesman or discounter ran great risk. 

After long discussion, it was resolved to retain the 
note, and make such provisions respecting it as should 
prevent fraud, and consequently raise its value ; for 
although it is desirable to limit the use of it as much 
as possible, the abrogation by law would certainly be 
evaded, and place the seaman in a worse position 
than before. 

The old advance note was printed on a slip of 
paper, and could be purchased at any stationer's shop 
in seaport towns ; and of late years it had been subject 
to the Stamp Duty of one shilling, which was paid by 
the recipient. 

Its value was deteriorated on three accounts : — 

First : The facility with 'which it could be fraudulently concocted, 
or a genuine one multiplied by forged imitations. 

Secondly: The condition of payment, which required that the 
seaman should have gone to sea in the ship. 
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Tbiidly : That even when the note was genuine^ and the condition 
performed, the hroker at whoM office it was made payable woald 
often objeet to pay it, alleging that the master or owner had made 
no provision for such purpose. 

These three contingencies the proyisions of the 
Mercantile Marine Act are intended to remedy. 

First : By issuing under safeguards, and from the shipping-office 
only, a note difficult to imitate, bearing the engraved seal of the 
Board of Trade, to forge which involves heavy penalties. 

Secondly : Providing means of convicting and punishing those 
who do not perform their engagement, i,e,f go to sea in the ship 
after signing articles and receiving advance. 

Thii^iy : By obliging the party on whom it is drawn to pay it, 
if certain conditions are performed ; so that the discounter may, 
with ordinary precaution, afford to give for tho note the valuo it 
represents — less a moderate discount — and the rate of discount 
must be low, under the competition that will aiise. 

The Stamp Duty was removed by the 22nd Sec- 
tion of the Mercantile Marine Act. 

As the law requires that the advance note shall 
be given in the presence of a Shipping Master, this 
officer has the custody of, and is the only one per- 
mitted to issue the note, which he does from a check- 
book, giving to each note a number, and entering a 
corresponding number, with particulars, in the foil 
from which the note is cut. By this, and other 
precautions needless to detail, any person inclined to 
discount the note has the means of ascertaining 
its validity on application to the Shipping Master; 
so that the detection of spurious notes will be certain, 
and the conviction of offenders easy. 

The law provides, that the conditions being per- 
formed, the person who has drawn or authorised the 
drawing of the note is liable for the payment. If 
(as will be often the case) the Shipping Master fills 
in the agreement, he will obtain the authontif of the 
owner or broker, on whom the notes are drawn, before 
he inserts the condition ; if he does not draw, but 
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only superintends the execution of the agreement, 
then he will demand this authority before he issues 
the notes from his custody ; and if the authority is 
refused, he will signify the fact to parties applying. 

These two essentials being disposed of, there remains 
but one contingency which affects the value of the 
note — the condition, that the seaman goes to sea in 
the ship* 

The 61st Section of the Mercantile Marine Act has 
been repealed, and a provision substituted by Section 
17 of the amended Act, (see Appendix), which makes 
the person authorising the granting liable for the 
payment, if the seaman sails in the ship from the 
Port of departure specified in the note, or is discharged 
with the consent of the Master, The proof to the 
contrary must be, either the production of the official 
statement of the change, on the form G, or in some 
other manner. The Owner should therefore hold the 
Master responsible, if he neglects to comply with the 
law. He is besides liable to a penalty. 

I consider, that in addition to the vast benefit the 
seaman derives from realising within a shilling or 
two the value which the note represents, the work- 
ing of the system will tend very greatly to prevent 
desertion. Most men are disposed to accept the 
advance ; the provident to leave a little money for 
their wives or relations, and the improvident to pay 
off lodging-house scores and procure the necessary 
outfit. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

APFB.BNTIOES* 

It is no longer imperative on ship-owners to main- 
tain apprentices for tonnage. The 37th Section of the 
Merchant Seamens* Act^ containing this provision, and 
also stipulations as to age, and term of indenture, was 
repealed by the 12 and 13 Victoria, cap. 29, and 
Apprentices maj be carried or not at the option of 
the owner ; but when apprentices are bound to the sea 
service, their indentures must be made on the forms, 
and other regulations respecting them complied with. 
I shall presently explain these regulations. 

I am a strong advocate for the system of appren- 
ticeship, from the observation of many years, strength- 
ened by the opinions of practical men, which I have 
such ready means of eliciting. 

In all trades and crafts a certain indenture is neces- 
sary to insure good workmen, and to maintain the 
reputation for skill. But in no profession is this 
necessity more imperative than in that of the Mariner, 
who unless he commences his career early, and is kept 
steadily to his work, will rarely become what is desig- 
nated a thorough-bred seaman. 

Boys engaged for a voyage are constantly changing 
their occupation, often resorting to tramping, vaga- 
bondising, and other evil courses ; and instead of learn- 
ing their especial craft by the restraint of an indenture 
binding them suiEcient time for such purpose, become, 
what the old adage truly represents such characters — 
'^ Jacks of all trades, and Masters of none." 

But a lad inducted early into the severe school of 
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ship discipline, trained to obey, fully instructed in 
the duties lie has to perform, and daily acquiring 
skill in the practice, will become an able and tractable 
seaman, obedient to lawful command, respectful to his 
superiors, and being fitted for no other trade, he must 
adhere to his own. 

The number of apprentices indentured between the 
years 1835 and 1848, during which time a compul- 
sory law for their maintenance existed, was upwards 
of one hundred thousand — merging annually into 
between six and seven thousand seamen, sufficient to 
replace casualties and supply our increasing tonnage, 
without depressing wages by overloading the labour 
market. 

Could circumstances have warranted such a super- 
vision, as should have insured that this vast accession 
of young blood was selected from a good source, and 
some security taken that the apprentices should serve 
out their time of indenture, our merchant seamen would 
now have presented the appearance, and established 
the character, which I am sanguine in believing they 
will merit and obtain hereafter, under the means 
that are made now available for a careful selec- 
tion of the stock, a due regard for the training, and 
security that the conditions of the indenture shall be 
performed until the expiration of the term. 

The Shipping Offices, established under the Mer- 
cantile Marine Act in all the sea ports of the kingdom, 
will affi^rd the opportunity for parents and guardians 
of boys inclined for a sea life, to enrol their names 
upon a list of candidates, stating the premium or secu- 
rity offered, the outfit provided, &c., — stipulating that 
they shall be bound to owners, not masters, of ships ; 
and to these registries at the Shipping Offices owners 
will resort when in want of apprentices. Time 
will be afforded to make inquiry into character and 
responsibility; and if the candidates are sent to 
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Nautical Schools in the large sea ports, they will 
not only be deriving initiatory instruction, but at 
hand when occasion offers for binding them. 

This arrangement will insure a very superior 
class of boys to those who have hitherto been inden- 
tured. I have abundant evidence that many candi- 
dates have been deterred from the attempt, owing to 
the frauds and extortions practised by advertising 
agents ; and I am certain that when means of pro- 
curing respectable lads, with ties to home and kindred, 
are made available to ship-owners, they will find it to 
their profit and advantage to employ bound appren- 
tices, rather than boys for a voyage ; to say nothing 
of the vast improvement which would be gradually 
working upon the whole class of seamen. The appren- 
tices when not received at home in intervals between 
voyages, might be placed in the schools established in 
the Sailors' Homes, having their proper seasons for 
recreation. 

What can be expected from an outcast boy, born in 
misery and inducted in crime, one whose reminiscences 
of childhood must engender anything but a grateful 
feeling to the place of his birth, who has no tie to 
bind him, and is, therefore, ready to engage in any 
service or any enterprise regardless of consequences? 

The selection and training of our future seain^ is 
of such importance, that when the matters dependent 
on the change of law are finally arranged, I trust it 
is the first point that will come under consideration, 
and I am certain that any proper regulations pro- 
posed or promoted for this purpose by ship-owners will 
have the countenance and assistance of government. 

The following regulations still apply to appren- 
tices : — 

Apprentices bound to the sea service must be 
brought into the presence of the Registrar of Seamen 
in London^ or the Collector atid OomptroUer of 

o2 
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Customs at the outports, whether for the purpose of 
enrolling, assigning, or cancelling their indentures. 

The masters of all existing apprentices are also 
required to bring them before the aforesaid officers ; 
and to produce their indentures. 

The law requires that indentures shall be executed 
in triplicate, in the case of parish, and duplicate in 
the case of ordinary apprentices, in order that one 
part may be placed on record, and the other accompany 
the apprentice wherever he may he serving » 

This will obviate the necessity for ship-owners (who 
have many apprentices, and employ them indifferently 
in any of their vessels) retaining the indentures in 
their possession for safe custody ; as they can always 
have access to the counterpart in the archives of the 
General Register and Record Office of Seamen, in 
London, or obtain an authenticated copy. 

The law recognises two descriptions of apprentices 
in the sea service. Those put out by parish officers, 
and those indentured by consent of their parents or 
guardians, or by their own act. There is a differ- 
ence in the regulations to be observed in binding, 
because the provisions of the Poor Law Act require 
the sanction of justices of the peace for indenturing 
the children of paupers. The indenture of an 
ordinary apprentice in duplicate and on the sanc- 
tioned form, may be for any term agreed on, and the 
age is immaterial, but the indenture becomes void 
when the apprentice attains to twenty-one years. 

The regulations to be observed with respect to the 
binding of parish apprentices, are set forth in the 
32nd and the four following sections of the Merchant 
Seamen's Act ; and as the filling up of the inden- 
tures, and other forms, is performed by the parish 
officers, the master has nothing more to do than to 
execute the deed, which is to be in triplicate, in order 
that the parish may retain a part ; to take care that 



appr£:ntioes. 31 

a counterpart of the indenture is deposited with the 
Registrar of Seamen in London, or the Collector and 
Comptroller of Customs at the outports, retaining the 
other himself; and to insist that the apprentice's 
outfit in the shape of sea clothing, hedding, and other 
necessaries furnished hy the parish, is of the yalue of 
five pounds. In other cases the indenture is executed 
in duplicate. . 

The forms of the indentures described in the 
Schedules to the Merchant Seamen's Act, are 
altered, in order that the name of a surety may be 
inserted when such surety can be obtained ; and these 
forms are issued under the seal and sanction of the 
Board of Trade. The circle marked L S should 
have a wafer or seal attached, to perfect the instru- 
ment. 

Within ten days after the execution of the inden- 
ture, the apprentice must be brought into the presence 
of the Registrar of Seamen in London, or the Col- 
lector or Comptroller of Customs at the out-ports, in 
order that the indenture may be enrolled. The 
indenture must always be in the possession of the 
master of the vessel in which the apprentice is serving, 
except when deposited with certain authorities abroad 
At the end of the term it is to be delivered up to the 
apprentice. 

Apprentices may be assigned to any other owner 
or master of a registered ship, by the master or his 
executor or administrator, and with the consent of 
the apprentice, if of the age of seventeen years and 
upwards, otherwise with the consent of his parent or 
guardian ; the assignment must be registered by one 
of the aforesaid officers and the apprentice present. 
In like manner all cancellations of indentures are to 
be registered, and the consent of the aforesaid officers 
obtained for such cancellation before it is legal. In 
the case of parish apprentices, the consent of the 
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Poor Latr Guardians who subscribed to the binding, 
must also be obtained and testified by a copy of the 
Minute of the Board, to be forwarded by the clerk 
of the guardians. In consequence of some doubts 
having arisen as to the cancellation of indentures, 
and the authority of magistrates with respect to 
apprentices, the following opinion of the Crown 
lawyers was obtained : — 

Temple, 6 May, 1 Sib. 

We are of opinion that the parties to an Indenture of Appren- 
ticeship cannot by matual consent cancel the indenture without the 
consent, or in the absence of the Registrar of Seamen, or of the 
Collector or Comptroller of Customs. 

We think that the powers heretofore possessed by Justices of the 
Peace to discharge an apprentice in case of the misconduct of the 
master, are not affected by the provisions of the Statute 7 and 8 
Vict. c. 112. 

(Signed) W. W. Follett, 

Fredk. Thesiobr, 
RicHAan QoDSON. 

Apprentices may be employed, during their term 
of indenture, on board any vessel of which the master 
for the time being of such apprentice is the master or 
owner. 

It is necessary that the consent of the Marine 
Society should be obtained to the cancellation or 
assignment of any apprentice bound to an owner or 
master of a ship by such society. 

No master of a vessel is to suffer an apprentice to 
quit his service, or the service of the ship, after he 
shall have proceeded on the voyage, except for the 
purpose of entering into the Royal Navy, under 
penalty of twenty pounds. 

When the consent of the master is obtained for the 
apprentice to enter the navy, the master is entitled 
to receive any balance of wages and prize-money that 
becomes due to the apprentice, until the expiration of 
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his terxD; provided he gives notice to the Secretary of 
the Admiralty of his consent for the apprentice to 
remain in Her Majesty's service. 

Masters of vessels arc to produce the indentures of 
their apprentices, when required to do so by officers 
of Queen's ships. Her Majesty's Consuls abroad, the 
Registrar of Seamen or his Assistant, or the Officers 
of the Board of Trade and of Customs, and also to 
deposit them with certain authorities in foreign or 
colonial ports ; instructions respecting which will be 
found in Chapter XVII. 

No apprenticeship for the purposes of the Merchant 
Seamen's Act (whether parish or otherwise) shall be 
binding after the apprentice has attained twenty-one 
years of age ; and should the termination occur at 
sea, the apprentice is nevertheless to continue his ser- 
vice ; but after the lapse of one month he shall be 
entitled to the wages of an able-bodied or ordinary 
seaman, according to his qualification ; and his inden- 
ture, shall be given up to him, together with his 
discharge, on the ship's arrival at her final port of 
destination in the United Kingdom. 

In case of the death or desertion of any apprentice 
on shore, or non-employment, by reason of his master's 
vessel not having made a voyage for six months, or 
cancellation of indenture, notice must be given in 
writing, by the master of the apprentice to the Eegis- 
trar of Seamen in London, or Collector or ComptroUer 
of Customs at the out-ports. 

Having received several inquiries from the guar- 
dians of Poor-law Unions, with reference to the means 
of procuring masters for pauper boys ; I recommend 
them to apply to the Shipping Master of the nearest 
port, and to remind them that the 6 th Section of the 
Seamen's Protection Act has been amended by the 
3rd Section of the Mercantile Marine Act, and that 
the law now clearly states that no unlicensed person 
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shall provide an apprentice. Under 14 <fc 15 Vict, 
c. 35, Irish Poor-law Unions are authorised to bind 
out boys under the provisions contained in the Mer- 
chant Seamen's Act. 



CHAPTER VII. 

PROVISIONS. 



These Acts do not alter the law with regard 
to victualling ; a certain scale must be inserted in 
the agreement, with substitutes for articles that 
cannot be conveniently obtained ; and when short 
allowance becomes necessary, the deficiency is to be 
paid for at the rate of fourpence per day if reduced 
one-third, and eightpence per day if reduced more 
than one-third. The only new provision is, that 
scales, weights, and measures must be provided, 
and kept ready for use, under a penalty of ten 
pounds. 

As disputes frequently arise respecting the quality 
of the provisions, and it is desirable on the score of 
health and efficiency that the crew of a ship should be 
properly treated in this respect, it behoves ship- 
owners to give strict attention to* this matter, as of 
late years a vast deal of inferior quality has been 
brought into the market. Should any three or more 
of the crew make complaint on this score, either at 
home or abroad, a survey of the articles objected to 
shall be made, and if any is found deficient in 
quantity, or unfit for use, notice is to be given to 
the master, who will be guilty of a misdemeanor 
if he does not remedy the defect. 

As a survey and its consequences may often cause 
serious expense and inconvenience, it is the interest of 
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the owner to take proper precautions that the articles 
purchased for his ships are of good quality. 

Circumstances vary so greatly in different trades 
and climates, that no general scale of provisions 
would he available for all ; for, although this is the 
case in the Boyal Navy, it will he seen by the 
official scheme of victualling appended to the end of 
this chapter, that there are very many articles to he 
substituted for others, to meet the alternatives that 
occur in different climates. Moreover, it has recently 
been considered necessary to increase the Naval ration 
of salt meat from three-quarters of a pound to a pound 
per day, in consequence of the great waste in boiling 
which has occurred of late years. In its amended 
shape the Naval Soale is ample for its purpose, but not 
sufficient for the crews of merchant ships, where the 
work is harder, and the same strict attention cannot 
be observed either in the preparation of food, or the 
regularity of meals. 

It is extremely desirable, however, that some 
general scale, with articles to be substituted, should 
be adopted in the Merchant Service, in order that it 
may be recognised by ships' crews ; leaving any varia- 
tion to be matter of stipulated exception, and the 
following scale promulgated by the Committee of the 
General Ship Owners' Society, appears to be well 
calculated for genera purposes : — 
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SCALE FOR VICTUALLING MERCHANT VESSELS AT SEA. 
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SUBSTITUTES. 

1 08. of Coffee or Cocoa or Chocolate may be substituted for | os. of Tea. 
Molasses, for Sugar ; the quantity to be one-half more. 
1 lb. Potatoes or Yams to be considered equal to ^ lb. Flour or lUce, or 4 pint 

Pease. 
When Fbbsh Meat be issued, the proportion to be 2 lb., per man per day, in 

lieu of Salt Meat, Flour, Rice and Pease. 
The allowance of Small Stores being considered as an equivalent for SpiriU, 
Spirits are only to be issued under particular circumstances at the discretion 
of the Master. 
By the Merchant Seamen's Act (7 and 8 Vict. c. 112, s. 18).— 
lime or Lemon Juice, Sugar, and Vinegar, are to be served out to the Crew, 
whenever they shall have been consuming Salt Provisions for Ten Daps. The 
Lime or Lemon Juice and Sugar daily, after the rate of half an ounce of each 
per day, and the Vinegar weekly, at the rate of half a pint per week to each 
person, so long as the consumption of Salt Provisions be continued. 

By order of the Committee, 
73, C^rhhilff Dee.t 1844. NATHL. W. SYMONDS, Becietarp, 



Provisions. 
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Should the foregoing scale be adopted, the following 
computed Table, founded thereon, will be found useful 
in proyiding the necessary quantities for any number 
of men, for Voyages of different periods. 
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REMARKS. 
1. At tb« allowance of salted beef and pork is the same, the 
second coluoia contains the qunntity of eachf and in taking the 
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proportions from the table, the amount must be doubled^ to obtun 
the necessary supply of salted proyisions ; or taken out twice^ once 
for salt beef, and then for salt pork. 

2. Should the substitutes for tea be given for 14 days^ half only 
of each quantity expressed in the 7th and 8th columns ivill be 
necessary ; and thus for any similar proportion of time. 

Problem. 

Given the number of days for ^hich it is required to victual a 
ship's crew, consisting of a given complement of men, ivith each 
species of provisions. 

Multiply the proportions in the columns against the complement 
of men, by the number of months for which they are to be pro- 
visioned, and the products will be the required quantities. \ 

Example. 

A ship's crew, consisting of 40 men, are to be provisioned for 
five lunar months, or 140 days : required the proportion of each 
species of sea provisions. 

Against 40 in the table (the complement of men) will be found 
the quantities required for one lunar month, which multiplied by 
five, produces the following quantities of each kind of provisions : — 
viz., 3500 lbs. of beef, and the same quantity of pork \ 1200 lbs. 
of flour ; 800 lbs. of rice ; 87 gals. 4 pts. of pease ; 600 lbs. of 
sugar ; 87 lbs. 8 oz. of tea, or of its equivalents, coffee^ cocoa, or 
chocolate, 350 lbs. \ and 4200 galls, of water. 

Bemahu. 

The salt beef being generally cut into pieces of 8 lbs. each, and 
the salt pork in 4 lbs. pieces ; the pounds of salt beef being divided 
by eight, and the pounds of salt pork by four, their respective 
quotients will give the number of pieces of each kind of meat— 
Thus in the above example 437^ pieces of salt beef, and 875 pieces 
of salt pork. 

As a drawback of the duty is allowed on the several 
articles in the victualling bill required for a vessel's 
supply when proceeding abroad, it becomes necessary 
that the owners or the masters should be correctly 
informed of the number of days, which the Customs 
authorities have assigned for the voyage to and from 
every place, as well as the quantity of goods that is 
allowed as stores duty free. I insert a list of each, 
copied from the ofScial papers. 
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A List of the Average Ntmber of Daye at which may he eati- 
mated the dvroHon of a Voyage fi'om tike United Kingdom 
to the different Porte en/um^eratedf and hack. 



Porta of Destlnttlon 



Abo ... . 
Algiers . . 
Almeria . . . 
Azore Isles 
Alioant . . • 
Altea . . . 
Antigua . . . 
Augustine's Bay 
Ancona . . . 
Alexandria 
Ascension Isle . 
Archipelago Isles 
Annabona . . 
Archangel • 
Australia • • 
Alezandretta . 
Aquapulca, Mexico 



Bremen . 
Bayonne • 
Bilboa . . 
Bordeaux 
Bergen . . 
Bona . . 
Bomholm . 
Barcelona 
Bay of Roses 
Baltimore 
Bahama Isles 
Barbadoes 
Berbice 
Bermuda 
Boston . 
Babia • 
Brazils 



Daya' 
Voyage. 



100 
120 
100 
90 
110 
110 
180 
150 
160 
180 
240 
180 
180 
120 
420 
180 
450 

42 
80 
80 
80 
100 
120 
100 
110 
110 
120 
150 
180 
180 
120 
120 
200 
200 



Ports of Deatluatlon. 



Days' 

Voyage. 



Buenos Ayres . 
Bay of Campeachy 
Barcelor . . . 
Bombay . . . 
Bengal . . . 
Botany Bay . . 
Batavia . . . 



Corunna 

Cadiz 

Carlscrona . . . . 

Carthagena . . . . 

Cape do Verd Isles, viz, 
St. Antonio 
St. Vincent 
St. Jago . 

Ceuta .... 

Canaries, Isles 

Christiana 

Copenhagen . 

Cette .... 

Civita Vocchia 

Corsica Isle . 

Cayenne . . 

Cape Haytl . , 

Charlostown . 

Chesapeake Bay 

Cuba . . . 

Cura^oa . . 

Cronstadt . . 

Candia Isle . , 

Cephalonia . . 

Corfu Isle . , 

Calabar . . 

Cape Coast Castle . 



240 
240 
365 
865 
400 
420 
400 

80 

90 

100 

100 

Moo 

120 
95 
100 
100 
130 
180 
130 
180 
210 
120 
120 
210 
180 
100 
160 
160 
160 
180 
200 
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Porta of Deiiination. 

Carthagena, Spanish 1 
Main • • . .J 
Cape St. Mary • . . 
Constantinople . . . 
Columbia River . . . 

Cumana 

Cjprus 

Cape of Qood Hope 

Callao 

Coquimbo • • . . 

Chili 

Calcutta 

Columbo 

Ceylon 

Cuddalore • . . . 

China 

Canton 

Dantac . • . . . 
Drontheim . . . . 
Delaware Bay . . . 

Demerara 

Dominica .... 
Davis' Straits . . • . 

Embden 

Elbeing 

Elsineur 

Elba Isle 

Essequibo . . . . 

Ferro Islands, North Sea 
Faro Island, Canaries . 

Ferrol 

Fayal 

Fernando Po . . . 
Falkland Islands . . . 
Friendly Islands . . 

Gottenburg .... 

Gibraltar 

Genoa 

Grenada 



Days' 
Voyage. 



240 

180 
180 
700 
240 
180 
240 
400 
400 
360 
400 
365 
365 
400 
420 
420 

100 
100 
130 
150 
180 
240 

42 

95 

100 

130 

180 

100 

95 

80 

80 

180 

240 

420 

100 
100 
130 
180 



Poru of Destination. 

Guadaloupe . • . . 
Greek Islands and 1 
Greece . . . ./ 
Gallipoli . • . • . 
Greenland Fishery . . 

Goree 

Guayaquil • • . • 
Guagapatam . . . • 
Goa 

Hamburg 

Heligoland . . • . 

Hayti 

Halifax 

Havannah 

Honduras . • . . 
Hudson's Bay . . . 
HobartTown . . . 

Iceland 

Ivica ...... 

Italy 

Jamaica 

Isle of Sable . . . . 
Ionian Isles . . . . 
Islands in the Archi- 1 

pelago . . . ./ 
Isles of France and 1 

Bourbon . , . j 
Java 

Konigsberg . . . 

Lisbon 

Lubeck 

Leghorn 

Long Island . . • . 
LaGuayra . • • • . 
La Concepcion . . . 

Lima 

Ladrones ... 

Maelstrom 



Days* 
Voyage. 

180 

180 

180 
180 
190 
420 
400 
365 

42 
42 
210 
120 
200 
240 
240 
400 

100 
110 
130 
210 
120 
130 

180 

270 
400 

100 

80 
100 
130 
130 
240 
400 
400 
430 

100 
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Ports of Destination 



Malaga . . . 
Madeira • . • 
Meznel • • • 
Mogadore • . . 
Majorca . • • 
Minorca • • • 
Marseilles • • 
Messina • . . 
Montreal • • 
Malta .... 
Martinico . . 
Mariegalante • . 
Miramichi « • 
Montserrat . . 
Maranham • • 
Monte Yideo . • 
Madagascar . . 
Mexico^ vide Vera 
Cruz & Aquapulca 
Mogadore . . . 
Mauritius • . 
Madras . . , 
Malabar . . . 
Malacca . . • 
Manilla • . . 
Mangalore . « 
Masulipatam • 
Mocha . . • • 



Nantes . . , 
Newfoundland 
North Bergen 
Naples . . • 
Narbonne • 
Nice • • . 
Nevis . . . 
Nova Scotia . 
New York . , 
New Brunswick 
Newport . . . 
New Providence 
New Orleans « 
New Guinea . 



'Days' 

Voyage. 



100 
90 
100 
120 
110 
110 
130 
130 
150 
140 
180 
180 
100 
180 
180 
230 
270 



105 
270 
400 
365 
400 
420 
365 
400 
365 

80 
120 
100 
130 
130 
130 
180 
120 
120 
120 
120 
165 
190 
400 



Ports of Destination. 



New South Wales . 
New Zealand . . 
Negapatam . . . 



Oporto . 
Odessa 
Otabeite 
Owhyhee 



Petersbuiig . . 
Pillau . . . 
Placentia Harbour 
Port St. John, New- 
foundland . . . 
Port au Prince, Hayt: 
Palermo .... 
Pensacola . . . 
Philadelphia . . 
Porto Rico . . 
Providence, Bahama 
Islands . . . 
Pemambuco . . 
Porto Bello . . 
Para .... 
Panama . . . 
Peru .... 
Philippine Islands 
Pondicherry . , 
Pellew Islands . 



Quebec . . • 
Queen Anne's Point 



Rochelle . 
Revel . . . 
Riga . . 
Rugen . . 
Rome • . 
Rhode Island 
River Gambia 
Rio Grande . 
Rio Janeiro 






} 



} 



Days' 
Voyage. 

400 
400 
400 

80 
240 
420 
420 

100 
100 
120 

120 

210 
130 
190 
120 
210 

160 

190 

240 I 

185 

420 

400 

420 

400 

420 

150 

180 

80 
100 
100 
100 
130 
180 
190 
200 
200 
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Porto of Destinalion. 



DayV 
Voyage. 



St. Andero . 
St. Ubo8 . . 
Salee . . . 

Stettin 

Stockholm . . » . 
St. Antonio 1 p 

St. John's, Newfound- 1 
land ... .J 

St. Mary*8 

St. Micbaers, Azores . 

St. John, NewBruns- 1 
wick .... J 

St. Andrew's, ditto . 

Salerno 

Sardinia Isle . • . 

Susa •••••• 

Savannah .... 

Syracuse .... 

St. Augustine's Bay 

St. Bartholomew . . 

St. Croix . . . 

St. Christopher's . . 

St. Domingo . . 

St. Eustatia . . . 

St. Lucia .... 

St. Martin .... 

St. Thomas . • . 

St. Yincent^s . . . 

Salonica • • . . 

Santa Martha . . • 

St. Salvadore or Bahia 

St. Sebastian . . 

Senegal • • 

Sierra Leone . 

Scanderoon . 

Syra • • • 

Smyrna • • 

St. Helena . 

Sydney, New South 1 
Wales . . .J 






80 

80 

120 

100 

100 

95 

120 

95 
80 

120 

120 

130 

130 

120 

150 

140 

150 

180 

180 

180 

210 

180 

180 

180 

180 

180 

180 

24a 

200 

210 

180 

180 

180 

180 

180 

240 

400 



Forts of Destination. 



Sumatra 

Society Islands . . . 

Swan River 

Singapore .' . . . 

Surat 

Sandwich Isles . • . 
South Sea Fishery,"! 
for 2, 3, or 4 \ ears j 



Tangiers . . 
Trinity Bay 
Tunis . . . 
Tarn^ona • 
Tonningen . 
Toulon . . 
Tripoli . . 
Teneriffe . 
Tortola . . 
Tobago . . 
Trinidad 
Trieste . . 
Truxillo . . 
Timor . . . 
TellicheiTy . 
Tranquebar . 
Trincomalee 



• • • 



• • • 



Vigo 

Valentia • . • 
Venice . . . • 
Vera Cruz . . . 
Venezuela . . . 
Valdivia . . • 
Valparaiso . . . 
Van Diemen*s La&d 



Wyburg 

Zara • 
Zea . . 

Zante Islo 



. . . • 



... 



Days* 
Voyage. 

400 
420 
365 
365 
365 
420 

3 Yrs. 



120 
120 
120 
110 

42 
130 
120 

95 
180 
180 
180 
160 
410 
420 
365 
400 
3S0 

80 
110 
160 
260 
240 
400 
400 
365 

100 

160 
160 
160 
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LIST OF FOREIGN GOODS 

To be aihwed to be Shipped aa Stores from the Bonded 
Warehouses, free of Duty, 

Tea . ^ of «n ounce 1 

and V Per Day for each Penon on Board. 

CufFre or Cocoa 1 ounce J 

With the option to Ship the entire quantity required for the 

Voyage of either species of these Articles, lialf an ounce of 

Tea heing considered equal to one ounce of Coffee or Cocoa, 

—the Tea to he shipped in the original Packages in which 

Imported. 

•u«. ^ 1 t T\ ( For the Master, each Mate, and each 

■»Vmo . 1 quart per n.y I C.bin P„»Dger. 

Wine Bottled in tiie Bonded Warehouses for Exportation 
may be shipped as Stores, in Packages containing not less 
than 3 dozen reputed Quart, or 6 dozen reputed Pint Bottles. 
Spirits, viz.— 

ran y .,..,. i ^ ^ p.^^ p^^ j^^ ^^^ ^^^ Person 

ion) J 



Rum (British Plsntatioi^ ' ^^ ®°•'■^• 



British Plantation Rum to bo in llie proportion of one-half of 
the whole quantity of Spirits shipped. 

Each description of Spirits intended as Stores to be shipped 
in one Cask, capable of containing the entire quantity of 
Brandy^ or of Geneya, or Rum, allowed for the Voyage, or in 
Casks containing not less than 40 Gallons of Brandy or 
Geneva^ or 20 Gallons of British Plantation Rum, as the case 
may be ;^ProTided that if Spirits shall have been Imported 
in Bottles, or bottled in the Bonded Warehouse for Exporta- 
tion, the same may be shipped, as Stores, in packages con- 
taining not less than 3 dozen reputed Quart, or 6 dozen reputed 
Pint Bottles. 

Raw Sugar and Molasses J 2 ounces per Day for each Person on 
(together or separate) \ Board. 

jv ,. , p . J 2 pounds per Week for each Person on 

* * [^ Board. 

p. f 2 pounds per Week for each Person on 
\ Board* 

•c> ' r^- S ^ ^^ ounce per Day for the Master, 

i-oreign l^ignrs - - '\ each Mate, and each Cabin Passenger. 

The entire quantity of Foreign Cigars, allowed as Stores for 
each Voyage, to be ihipped in one Package. 
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LIST OF BRITISH MANUFACTURED GOODS 

To be allowed to be Shipped as Stores on the ttsual Bounty 

or Drawback. 

T»«-*«.i. n^fin«^ Q««— } 3 ouncee per Day for the Master, each 
BntiBh Refined Sugar . | ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^.^ Pawenger. 

Britiih Manufiuitured Tobaeco, -^ an ounce per Day, per Man. 
British Exciseable Goods, Tis.— 

Beer, Ale, and Porter f 1 quart per Day for the Master, each 

(together or separate) \ Mate, and each Passenger. 

^. / 4 * P^°* P®^ Week for each Person 

^*°*^^' I on Board. 

i an ounce per Day for each Person 
on Bcwrd. 



Soap -< 



A SCHEME OF VICTUALLING FOR THE NAVY. 

{Sanctioned by Her Majestffs Order in Council of the 
24<A September, 1850.) 

There shall be allowed to every person serving in Her Majesty's 
Navy, the following daily quantities of provisions, viz. :•— 

Biscuit 1 lb. 

Spirits i gill. 

Fresh meat 1 lb. 

Vegetables ^Ib. 

Sugar IJ oz. 

Chocolate 1 oz. 

Tea ^ oz. 

When fresh meat and vegetables cannot be issued, there shall be 
allowed in lieu thereof : — 

ptS,.TpinV^:::::::::} every alternate day. 

or, 

; Salt beef, lib "^ 

' Flour, } lb I alternately on the 

or, I days when salt 

Preserved meat, } lb.... [ pork and peas are 
Preserved potato or not issued. 

Rice (or ^ of each) ^Ib.^ 
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Mil, ^ pint... 1 

rd, i uz. > 

P, i 056 J 



And \re«k]y| wlietlier fresb, or salt, or prcscryed meat bo 
issued : — 

Oatmeal, 

Mustard, ^ uz. y per mar. 

Pepper, 

There shall also be allowed weekly, vinegar not exceeding 
^ pint per man, for occasional use only, when actually required, 
but not to be expended unnecessarily, nor considered as subject to 
be paid for when not used. 

Suet and raisins, or suet and enrrants, shall be substituted for 
^ part of the before-mentioned proportion of flour, ^ of the said 
fourth part in suet, and the other half in nisina or currants, at the 
foUovnng rates, vis. :^ 

i lb. of suet, or 1 lb. of rai-1 is to be considered equal to 1 lb. of 
sins, or ^ lb of currants j flour. 

In case it should be found necessary to issue substitutes for any 
of the foregoing species of provisions,— 

1^ lb. of soft bread, or 1 lb. 1 . . , ., j ^ i « i it « 

* g . * , |. I IS to be considered equal to 1 lb. of 

of nee or sago, or 1 lb. ^ ^ 

of flour .. 
i pint of wine, or 1 quart 1.^ ^^ ^ considered equal to 4 gill of 

of strong beer, or t g^lloii r • •, 

spirits. 

are to be considered equal to each 
other. 



*' I is to be c 
* I biscuit. 



of small beer 

1 oz. of coffee, 1 oz. of 

cocoa, 1 oz. of chocolate, 

^ oz. of tea 

1 lb. of sago, 1 lb. of Scotch .. -j^j^ i* l 

. , 11., 1 . are to be considered equal to each 

barley, 1 lb. of pearl bar- > .t 

ley, 1 lb. of rice J * 

1 lb. of rice, or 1 pint of! ... -j^ ^j i » i • * 

, ' 1 '^. ^ , I IS to be considered equal to 1 pint 

caiavances, or 1 pint of > ^ ^ ^ 

dholl,or^pintofsplitpea8 J ^ " 

1 1, f . f is to be considered equal to 1 quart 

lib. of rice < * * i 

1^ of oatmeal. 

^ lb. of onions, or ^ of T is to be considered equal to 1 lb. of 

leeks .... J other vegetables. 
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Tho following acbeme sbowB the proportion of Provitions for each 
man for 28 days, when not on fresh meat yictualling : — 



SATS OF 
TfKKK. 



1 






-a 

QD 






^1 






S 



OD 



% 
^ 



Sunday . 
Monday . 
Toeaday « 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday . 
Saturday . 

Sunday . 
Monday • 
Tuesday . 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday . 
Saturday . 

Sunday . 
Monday . 
Tuesday . 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday . 
Saturday . 

Sxmday . 
Monday . 
Tuesday . 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday . 
Saturday . 



Proportion ) 
for 28 days | 



llNb 



gUb 



k 
k 
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S8 



14 



IIm. 
1 
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1 
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1 
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1 

i" 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

MEDICINES AND MEDIOAMSNTS. 

It is obvious that, on long voyages, cases of illness 
will frequently occur, produced by alternations of 
climate and temperature, to say nothing of the acci- 
dents to which seamen are liable in the execution of 
their perilous duties. As some alleviation for these 
mishaps, it has been usual for vessels to carry a 
medicine-chest ; but the application of the drugs 
being left to the judgment of persons who are sup- 
posed to know but little of their effect, it is doubtml 
whether their administration by unskilled hands may 
not, in many cases, aggravate the diseases they are 
intended to relieve. Still it wad deemed necessary 
that medicines should be provided, so as to be available 
to a medical practitioner, when his services are 
attainable. Accordingly, a clause to this effect was 
introduced in 1835 ; and the provision was further 
extended by the Merchant Seamen's Act, by which it 
was enacted, that not only are suitable me<Hcines and 
medicaments to be provided according to a scale 
approved by the Board of Admiralty (designed 
by the Director-General of the Medical Department 
of the Navy), but that a surgeon shall be engaged 
when a certain number of persons are on board. 
The Board of Trade has now cognisance of this 
matter, and may alter or amend the scale ; in- 
spectors are appointed with power to examine and 
ascertain that the articles are of good quality, and 
packed in proper vessels ; and any person selling or 
supplying medicines or lime-juice of bad quality is 
liable to a penalty of twenty pounds. 

The following is the scale of Medicines and 
Medical Stores to be kept on board British Merchant 
Ships navigating between the United Kingdom and 
any place out of the same, on and after the Ist 
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January, 1851. Issued by the Board of Trade, under the 
7th and 8th Vic, c. 112, s. 18, and the Mercantile Marine 
Act, 1850, s. 64 :— 



Castor Oil 

Epaom Salts 

Calomel . . 

Powder of Jalap 
Do. of Rhubarb 

Senna Leaves . 

Cream of Tartar . 

Sulphur . . 

Alum . 

Powdered Ginger 

Sulphate of Quinine 
Do, for Vessels 
tradingto the East 
or West Coasts of 
Africa, to the Coast 
of China, and 
Borneo . . . 

Balsam of Copaibjt . 

Calcined Magnesia . 

Liquid Ammonia . . 

Olive Oil . 

Spirit of Turpentine. 

Laudanum . . . 

Bicarbonate of Soda. 

Tartaric Acid . . 

Citric Acid 

Nitrate of Silver . . 

Opium Pills, each to 
contain of Opium 
1 gr., Castile Soap 
4 grs, . . . 

Emetic Powders, 
each to contain 
Ipecacuanha i 
scruple. Emetic 
Tartar 2 grs. . . 



Quantities required, 
vaiyinp; accordm(C to 
the number of Per- 
sons on board, vis., 
for Vessels carrying 



15 Men 

and 
under. 






Above 

15, but 

under 

40. 



Above 
40. 



I lb. 

41b. 
i oz. 



6 oz. 
8 oz. 
1 oz. 
1 oz. 



3 01. 
6 oz. 

4 oz. 
4 oz. 
8 oz. 
8 oz. 
2 oz. 
8 oz. 
6 oz. 
4 oz. 
i oz. 



2doz. 



4oz. 
12 oz. 

6 oz. 

8 oz. 
12 oz. 
12 oz. 

4 oz. 
16 oz. 
12 oz. 

6 oz. 

ioz. 



3 doz. 



2 doz. 3 doz. 



4 oz. 

l6oz. 
12 oz. 
12 oz. 
16 oz. 
l6 oz. 

6 oz. 
24 oz. 
l6oz. 

8 oz. 

1 oz. 



3 doz. 



3 doz. 



Quantities required, 
THiying accordinir to 
the number of Per- 
sons on board, viz., 
for Vessels canyinfc 



loMen 

and 
under. 



Above 

16, but 

under 

40. 



Above 
40. 



2 1b. 


3 1b. 


81b. 


12 1b. 


1 OZ. 


2oz. 


] oz. 


2oz. 


1 oz. 


2oz. 


2 oz. 


3 oz. 


8 oz. 


l6 oz. 


12 oz. 


16 oz. 


2 oz. 


3oz. 


2 oz. 


4 oz. 


1 oz. 


2oz. 



Purging Pills, each to 
contam of the Com- 
pound Ezlract of 
Colocynth 4 grs.. 
Calomel 1 gr. . . 

Purging Powders, 
each to contain of 
Calomel 2 g^s.. 
Compound Powder 
of Jalap 1 dr. . . 

Compound Chalk 
Powder . 

Dover's Powder . . 

Essence of Pepper- 
mint (each ounce 
to contain I drachm 
of the Oil) . 

Simple Ointment. . 

Mercurial Ointment . 

Basilicon Ointment . 

Blistering Plaister . 

ConcentratedChloride 
of Zinc (Burnett's 
Solution) . . . 

( Double the above quan- 
tities of Chloride of 
Zinc to be taken in 
Steamers.) 

Arrowroot, in Tin 

Cases 
Pearl Barley, ditto . 
Rice . ditto . 
Mustard. ditto . 



4 doz. 



2 doz. 

2 oz. 
1 oz. 



1 oz. 
8 oz. 
4 oz. 
4oz. 
4 oz. 



14pts. 



6 doz. 



3 doz. 

3 oz. 
2 oz. 



2oz. 
16 oz. 
8oa. 
8 01. 
8oz 



28pts. 



21b. 
4 1b. 
4 lb. 
1 lb. 



4 lb. 
8IU. 
8 lb. 
21b. 



8 doz. 



4 doz. 

4 oz. 

3 oz. 



3 oz. 
24 oz. 
12 oz. 
12 oz. 
li2oz. 



S6 pts, 



61b. 
12 1b. 
12 1b. 

31b. 



In addition to the ab&vef thefoRowing 
carrying a Surgeon, and having 



Nitric Ether 
Acetate of Lead 
Croton OU 
Camphor 
Tartar Emetic . 
Hydriodate of Potass 



2 oz. 
2 oz. 
2drs. 
1 oz. 
1 dr. 
2oz. 



Medicine* are to be nippUed to Vessels 
upwards of AO persons on board* 

Ergot of Rye . . 
Tincture of Digitalis. 
Powder of Ipeca- 
cuanha . . . 
Sulphate of Zinc . . 



• s 


• • 


8 OS. 


• • 


• • 


2 OS. 


• • 


■ m 


1 OS. 


• • 


m • 


1 OS. 
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ArtMei to aoeompanif the Medielnet, 





Quantities required, 




Quantities required, 




varying according 
to the number of 




varying according 
to the number of 








Persons on board. 




Penons on board. 




viz., for VeMeli 




vii., for Teasels 




carrying 


1 


eairylng 




a 9 


2* ? 


1 


l&Men 

and 
nnder. 




1 


Set of Scales and 








AdhetifePlaiater 


lyd. 


ay da. 


3 yds. 


Weighta. 


I No. 


iNo. 


iNo. 


Lint . 


ilb. 


lib. 


"■ ■ 

lib. 


Graduated Drop 








Sponge . . . 


I ot. 


a 01. 


a OS. 


Meaaure . . 


1 


1 


1 


Ciotton Wool . 


alb. 


3 1b. 


4 lb. 


Wine Olaii, Gra- 








Set of Common 








duated . 


1 


I 


1 


Splinto . 


1 


1 


1 


Pair of Sciaiora . 


1 


1 


1 


Chargea of Vao- 








Syringes . 


91 


9 


a 


cine Lymph . 


a 


a 


a 


Lancets . . . 


a 


a 


a 


Trusses (Single) 








Bandages, of dif- 








30 inches in 








ferent sisea . 


IS 


la 


la 


girth . 


1 


1 


1 


Yards of G^ieo . 


fi 


fl 


6 


no. (Double) Do. 


1 


1 


1 


Do. Flannel 





6 


6 


Enema Syringe, 
with printed 








Papers of Nee« 
dies, Pins, and 




















Directions for 








Threads . . 


2 


a 


a 


its use . . . 


1 


1 


1 


Tourniquet 


1 


1 


1 


Elastic Catheter, 








Oiled Silk . . 


1 yd. 


1 yd. 


lyd. 


No. 8. . 


1 


1 


1 



T. H. FARRBR, 

Secrelarjf, 



F. W. BEECHEY. 
W. H. WALKER. 



In connection with this subject^ I take the oppor- 
tunity to mention, that the late Dr. M'Arthur, a 
nayal surgeon of admitted ability, and of great expe- 
rienoe in all quarters of the globe, has published 
some very valuable observations with reference to the 
Medical Scale for merchant ships. Every master of 
a vesseli whether bound on a foreign voyage, or 
employed in coasting at home, should certainly pos- 
sess himself of Br. M'Arthur's book, in addition 
to the other usually supplied with the Medicine 
Chest; for it contains not only plain and sound 
practical directions as to the mode of relief to be 
adopted in cases that may occur, but excellent advice 
on another point scarcely inferior in importance, — 
namely, the means calculated to prevent the appear- 
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ance of disease, and the regulations that should be 
established for preserving the health of seamen. 
Practical information, derived from such a source, 
cannot fail to be acceptable to those in charge of 
merchant ships, where the preservation of the health 
of their people is of such vital consequence. 

The same clause which regulates the scale of medi- 
cines, also provides that lime or lemon juice, sugar, 
and vinegar, shall be served out when the crew has 
been on salt provisions ten days. 

The issue of the lime-juice, sugar, and vinegar, ia 
imperative, in certain circumstances, under a penalty 
of five pounds for every omission ; but citric add, or 
any other article of a similar nature, may be substi- 
tuted for lime-juice. 

It having been ascertained that the use of lime- 
juice on the voyage to our North American Colonies 
was unnecessary, there being no cases of scurvy under 
such circumstances, and that the regulation was pro- 
ductive of very great inconvenience to ship-owners, 
subjecting them to harassing litigations in the Police 
Courts, got up for the purpose of extortion, the Board 
of Trade has by order dated 30th February, 1852, 
dispensed with the regulation as regards vessels em- 
ployed in that trade ; or when bound to any ports 
on the Eastern Coast of North America, or on tli9 
Atlantic, north of the 35th degree of latitude. 

The use of these antiscorbutics is, in general, a 
very necessary precaution, and the enactment of the 
provision has met (much to their credit), with the 
hearty concurrence of ship-owners. Before the 
regular issue of lime-juice was adopted in the 
Eoyal Navy, the ravages of the scurvy were dread* 
ful ; whole crews became so debilitated as to lose 
their energy, being scarcely able to navigate their 
ships from port to port. This was the case daring 
Lord Anson's Voyage, numbers of his men perishing 
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miserablj for want of a timely precaution,* which, 
adopted from the first bj that celebrated circum- 
nayigator, Cook, was attended with the happiest 
results ; only one man being lost bj sickness, in the 
vessel under his command, during an absence of three 
jears from England. 

Although the ravages of this fell disease have been 
nearly banished from the Royal Navy, principally by 
the use of these antiscorbutics ; the effects of the 
floarvy are still painful to contemplate in the merchant- 
service. And oases are very common where the health 
of seamen is seriously injured on long voyages. 

Considerable ben^t is therefore to be expected 
from this wise and humane enactment. In order to 
insure that the antidote is duly administered, it 
might be made into sherbet before it is issued ; and 
when spirits form part of the allowance, mixed 
therewith. If issued separately, seamen will often 
neglect or disregard it : and the master of a vessel 
should recollect, that it is greatly to his interest to 
keep his crew in health, in order that they may be 
able to perform their work ; and to avoid the expense 
and inconvenience which sickness would entail on 
the ship. 

A regulation has been generally adopted in the 
Navy, in troop ships, emigration ships, <fec., under 
which a supply of Sir William Burnett's Disinfecting 
Fluid is required to be carried to sea, and used 
for the purification of bilge-water, foul holds, <fec. Its 
vtility IS so obvious under various circumstances, par- 
ticularly when apprehension of cholera or fever is 
entertained, that it should be uniyersally adopted. 

* Sir John Barrow, ia his " Life of Anson,'' stateii, tiiat ** out 
of 510 pcrtous, compriBing the crew of that celebrated commander'B 
ship, the Centunon, 380 perished, principally from scw'vy, which 
had unhappily established itaelf, before epecifics were resorted to/' 
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CHAPTER IX. 

BBITISH CONSULS AND OTHEE FUNCTIONAKIES 

ABBOAD. 

The authority of the British Consul is greatly 
extended under these Acts, and his duties very 
much increased. He is required to have in his 
possession, during the stay of a ressel belonging to a 
subject of Her Majesty in his port, the agreement, 
and indentures, or assigned indentures, of the appren- 
tices ; these he is to return to the master a reasonable 
time before the vessel's departure, with his indorse- 
ments thereon, to the effect that the necessary papers 
hare been deposited. But when it shall appear that 
the law has in any way been neglected or transgressed, 
he is to make an entry to that effect on the back 
of the agreement, and transmit a copy of such indorse- 
ment, with the fullest information he can collect, to the 
Registrar of Seamen. The Consul's consent is neces- 
sary for hiring or discharging any of the crew, or for 
permitting any person to be left behind ; and he has 
authority to investigate all cases where a change is 
required, in order to satisfy himseK of the necessity 
for giving his sanction. He is to recover the amount 
of wages due to seamen dying elsewhere than on 
board the vessel, and after deducting necessary ex- 
penses, to transmit the balance to the Secretary of 
the Naval Department, Board of Trade. 

When any vessel belonging to a subject of Her 
Majesty is sold, transferred, or disposed of abroad, 
the Consul is to require the master to deposit in his 
hands a sufficient sum of money to defray the pas- 
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sage of tli6 crew to the United Kingdom, unless they, 
the crew, shall signify their consent in writings to 
complete the voyage. 

He is to transmit to the Registrar-General of 
Seamen a certificate of every desertion, with extract 
from the ship's oflScial log-book, in order to the 
conviction of the deserter. 

He is to investigate all cases of proposed dis- 
charge by reason of inability to continue the voyage, 
as well as desertions, discharges, or disappearances ; 
and he is authorised to administer an oath under 
such circumstances. When he sees reason to give 
his consent for any of the crew being left behind, he 
is to require the master to pay the amount of wages 
due to each, either in money or a bill on the owner ; 
and he is to indorse such bill, certifying that 
it is drawn for money due on account of seamen's 
wages. 

He is authorised, on complaint being made, to 
investigate any offence that has been committed 
during the voyage, or after the vessel's arrival in his 
port ; to administer an oath to the witnesses, and at 
his discretion to cause the offender to be placed under 
all necessary restraint, as &r as practicable, and con- 
veyed to England in any vessel of Her Majesty, or 
belonging to her subjects ; and the depositions taken 
before him, and certified to be such under his official 
seal, shall be admitted in evidence.'*^ He may order a 
passage home for any offender, in any vessel belong- 
ing to a subject of Her Majesty bound for England j 

* An important amendment has been made \7ith reBpect to the 
evidence and the depoiitioni transmitted by Consuls. By the 
ll5th section of the ^'Mercantile Marine Act,'' such depoBitious 
duly taken and attested, shall be " admitted in evidence provided 
it be shown that the witness cannot be produced." Heretofore they 
were only admitted to the same extent as depositions taken before 
a Justice of the Peace in England. 

e2 
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and also for the witnesses, at the rate of ore offender, 
or two witnesses, for every one hundred tons of the 
ship's burden. 

The Consul may order a survey of the provisions, 
water, or medicines, on the complaint of three or 
more of the crew ; he is also authorised to muster 
the crews of vessels ; to require the production of 
certain documents ; and he may summon persons to 
appear before him and give explanation; parties 
refusing or neglecting being subjected to a penalty 
of twenty pounds. 

In the absence of a Consul, the Vice- Consul has 
the same authority ; and in the colonies it is to be 
exerdsed by the GoTemor, or some officer deputed 
by him, or by the Collectors or Comptrollers of 
Oustoms. In ports where no one of the^ function- 
aries exists, the authority is delegated to two, and in 
some cases to one, resident British merchant. The 
Consul is also in certain cases to institute a naval court 
to inquire into the conduct of parties complained of ; 
directions respecting which will be found in the 
next chapter. 
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CHAPTER X. 

NATAL OFFICERS. 

Thb commanders of Iler Majesty's ships and ves- 
sels of war have been directed hy the Board of 
Admiralty to transmit abstracts of their crews, 
and a quarterly report of all changes to the Eegis- 
trar-General of Seamen in London for the purpose of 
the Registry. 

Commissioned officers of Her Majesty's ships are 
authorised to require the production of the log-books 
and muster-rolls of merchant-vessels, to inspect the 
agreement, apprentices' indentures or assignments of 
indentures, and the list of passengers on board. Also 
to muster the crew, and satisfy themselves that the 
provisions of these acts, as well as any other acts by 
which the crews of merchant-vessels and the laws 
relating to navigation are regulated, are obeyed. 

Neglect or refusal to produce these documents, 
producing false documents, or obstructing the officer 
in the execution of his duty, subjects the master to 
the penalty of twenty pounds. 

When seamen enter the Navy, the officer in com- 
mand of the vessel in which the seaman enters, is 
required to indorse on the back of the agreement a 
certificate of such entry ; and to see that the seaman's 
clothes and effects are given up, and also a bill on 
the owner for any balance of wages that may be due 
to him, under the 35th sec. of the 16 & 17 Vict, 
c. 131, the owner of a vessel may henceforth claim 
compensation for loss sustained owing to the entry of 
one or more of his crew into the Navy when under 
agreement for a voyage. (See Chapter XI.) 
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When a seaman has committed an act of desertion^ 
however (and it is so treated by the master, and 
entered in his log-book), the effects and the wages of 
the deserter cannot be claimed ; but the officer should 
accompany the master to the Consulate, if in a foreign 
port, or to the custom-house in the colonies, in order 
to make the required indorsement on the back of the 
agreement. 

An important provision has been introduced 
into the Mercantile Marine Act (see Section 82, et 
seq»), establishing Naval courts abroad, consisting oi 
Consuls and naval officers, for the purpose of investi- 
gating complaints. 

Heretofore the naval officer was doubtM how to 
act, and tenacious of exerting a questionable autho- 
rity. I recommend the earnest perusal of these 
clauses, and also Section 23, et sequiter, of the 
amended Mercantile Marine Act, whenever he may 
be called on to interfere. 

For the guidance of the authorities who are to act 
in conjunction, I append the rule of precedence now 
in force, which has been decided on by Her Majesty's 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

The comparative ranks of Officers of Her Majesty's 
Navy and Consuls is as follows : — 

Agents and Consale-General rank with, but after Rear-Admirals^ 
Commodores wearing broad pendants, or Major-Generals. 

Consuls-General rank with, but after Captains in charge of a 
division, or station, or squadron, or in command of more than 
one rated ship. 

Consuls rank with^ but after Captains^ R.N., but before Com- 
manders, R.N. 

Vice-Consuls rank with, but after Lieutenants, R.N., and Masters 
commanding, bnt before all other Lieutenants, R.N. 

Conanlar Agents rank with, but before Mates, R.N. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

WAQSS. 

The wages agreed for, whether by the month, the 
voyage, the run, the share, or otherwise, must be 
clearly specified in the agreement : and no stipulation 
entered into which shall deprive a seaman of his lien 
upon the ship, or divest him of any legal remedy for 
the recovery of his wages. 

Seamen employed in Home-trade ships are to be 
paid their wages within two days after the termina- 
tion of the agreement, -or at the time of discharge, 
whichever shall first happen. If the ship shall be 
employed as a Foreign-going ship the wages are to be 
paid at the latest within three days after the cargo is 
delivered, or within seven days after the seaman's dis- 
charge, whichever shall first happen ; and an account 
in the sanctioned formmust be delivered to every seaman 
or to the Shipping Master in his behalf, at least twenty^^ 
four hours before the time of payment : but in all 
cases the seaman is entitled to be paid one-fourth of 
the balance due to him at the time of discharge. 
Should the master or owner refuse or neglect to make 
payment after the manner aforesaid, he is to forfeit to 
the seaman two days' pay for every day — not exceed- 
ing ten days — that he shall so refuse or neglect the 
payment. The wages or the penalty to be recovered 
summarily* But this rule is not to apply to voyages, 
where seamen, by the terms of their agreement, are 
wholly compensated by shares in the profits of the 
adventure. 

Payment of wages to a seaman shall be valid not- 
withstanding any document he may have executed, 
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assigning it to another party ; and the same applies 
to his share of any salvage. 

If a seaman is desirous of proceeding on another 
voyage, he may obtain the payment of his wages if 
not exceeding twenty pounds, after a lapse of three 
days, by application to a Justice of the Peace, who, 
if there appears reasonable cause, may order the pay- 
ment to be made under penalty of five pounds. 

Wages may be recovered summarily in any part 
of Her Majesty's dominions, or in the territories under 
the government of the East India Company, by com- 
plaint on oath before a Justice of the Peace. 

All the liens, rights and privileges that belong to, 
or are given by law, to seamen for the recovery of 
their wages, are extended to masters in the event of 
the bankruptcy or insolvency of the owner. 

When seamen are discharged abroad, or enter the 
Navy, the wages are to be paid in a manner to be 
sanctioned by the authority of the British Consul or 
other functionary ; and no seaman whose engagement 
terminates in the United Kingdom, will henceforth be 
entitled to sue for wages abroad, in any Court or be- 
fore any Justice, unless he is so discharged with the 
sanction of the proper officer, and with the consent 
of the master, or proves such ill usage as to warrant 
reasonable apprehension of life and limb ; but he shall 
have redress on return to the United Kingdom, 
and may recover compensation for any unjust refusal 
of wages not exceeding twenty pounds. This is a very 
necessary provision to meet the case of seamen suing 
for their wages, and obtaining their discharges upon 
frivolous complaints before Justices in the Colonies. 

In case of wreck, the crew shall be entitled to 
wages up to the period of such loss ; provided the 
master, or chief surviving officer, certifies that they 
have exerted themselves to the utmost to save the 
ship, cargo, and stores. 
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Wages of seamen dying on board vessels during a 
voyage, are to be paid to the Shipping Master at the 
port of arrival, in order to be claimed by their rela- 
tives from the Board of Trade. 

Wages of seamen dying abroad on shore are to be 
paid to the Consul, or Collector of Customs, and their 
eflFects delivered up to those authorities. 

Wages of seamen entering the Navy must be paid 
by the master by bill on the owner ; and when the 
master has no means of ascertaining the balance of 
wages due to such seaman, he is to give him a cer- 
tificate of the period of his service, and the rate of 
wages he is entitled to, producing the agreement to 
the commanding or other officer of the vessel in which 
the seaman has entered, and requiring the officer's 
endorsement on the back of such agreement. 

The following table of wages is abridged from 
Steel's Shipmasters' Assistant ; and in order to render 
it available beyond the extent of three guineas per 
month, all that is necessary is to add one or more 
items to make up the sum required. Thus, if the 
wages be six guineas, it will be just double the sum 
in the last column. If five guineas, the sum made 
by adding the columns headed £2 28. and £3 3^. 
together, and so on. Wages in the Merchant Service 
when not specified for calendar month, or otherwise 
in the agreement, are usually calculated by the month 
of thirty days. As the forfeitures to be inflicted for 
breach of stipulations are to be calculated by the rate 
of daily wages, this Table will be found useful in 
apportioning the amount of such. 

Under the provisions of the "Winding-up Mer- 
chant Seamen's Fund Act," wages are to be calculated 
by the calendar month, and payments to the Fund 
made accordingly. 
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TABLE for calculating SEAMEN'S WAGES, in the MERCHANT 



^ 


RATE PER 


1" 


s. d. 


9. 


d. 


8, 


(2. 


£ 


«. d.£ 


9. 


d. 


£ 


8, d,£ 


s. 


d,£ 8. 


£ 


8, d. 




15 


17 


6 


18 





I 





1 


3 





1 


5 


1 


8 





1 10 


1 


12 6 


1 


6 





7 





7 





8 








9 





10 








11 


1 





1 1 


2 


1 


1 


2 


1 


2 





1 4 





1 


6 





1 8 





1 


10 


2 





2 2 


3 


1 6 


1 


9 


1 


10 





2 





2 


4 





2 6 





2 


10 


3 





3 3 


4 


2 


2 


4 


2 


5 





2 8 





3 








3 4 





3 


9 


4 





4 4 


5 


2 6 


2 


11 


3 


7 





3 4 





3 


lU 





4 2 





4 


8 


5 





5 5 


6 


3 


3 


6 


3 


2 





4 





4 


7 





5 





5 


70 6 





6 6 


7 


3 6 


4 


1 


4 


2 





4 8 





5 


4 





5 10 





6 


60 7 





7 7 


8 


4 


4 


8 


4 


10 





5 4 





6 


2 





6 8 





7 


6.0 8 





8 8 


9 


4 6 


5 


3 


5 


5 





6 





6 


11 





7 6 





8 


50 9 





9 9 


10 


5 


5 


10 


6 








6 8 





7 


8 





8 A 





9 


4 10 


10 10 


11 


5 6 


6 


5 


6 


7 





7 4 





8 


5 





9 2 





10 


3'0 110 


11 11 


12 


6 


7 





7 


2 





8 





9 


2 





10 





11 


2 


12 


13 


13 


6 6 


7 


7 


7 10 





8 8 





10 








10 10 





12 


2 


13 





14 1 


14 


7 


8 


2 


8 


5 





9 4 





10 


9 





11 8 





13 


1 


14 


15 2 


15 


7 6 


8 


9 


9 








10 





11 


60 


12 6 





14 





15 





16 3 


16 


8 


9 


4 


9 


7 





10 8 





12 


3 13 4 





14 


10 


16 





17 4 


17 


8 6 


9 11 


10 


2 





11 4 





13 


00 


14 2 


15 


10 


17 





18 5 


18 


9 


10 


6 


10 


10 





12 





13 


10 





15 


16 


10 


18 





19 6 


19 


9 6 


11 


1 


11 


5 





12 8 





14 


7 





15 10 





17 





19 




7 


20 


10 


11 


8 


12 








13 4 





15 


4 





16 8 





18 


8'1 




1 8 


2l!l0 6 


12 


3 


12 


7 





14 





16 


1 





17 6 





19 


7 


1 1 




2 9 
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12 


10 


13 


2 





14 8 





16 


10 





18 2 







6 


1 2 




3 10 


23 


U 6 


13 


5 


13 


10 





15 4 





17 


8 





19 2 




I 


6 


1 3 




4 11 


24 


12 


14 





14 


5 





16 





18 


5 









2 


5 


1 4 




6 


2512 6 


14 


7 


15 








16 8 





19 


2 




10 




3 


4 


I 5 




7 1 


26 13 


15 


2 


15 


7 


17 4 





19 


IJ 




1 8 




4 


3 


1 6 


1 


8 2 


27 


13 6 


15 


9 


16 


2 





18 


I 





8 




2 6 




5 


2 


1 7 




9 3 


28 


14 


16 


4 


16 


10 





18 8 


1 


1 


6 




3 4 




6 


2 


1 8 




10 4 


29|14 6 


16 


11 


17 


5 





19 4 


I 


2 


3 




4 2;i 


7 


1 


] 9!l 


11 5 


3015 


17 


6 


18 





I 





1 


3 







5 01 


8 





1 101 

1 
1 


12 6 



N.B. The fractional parti of 2-lOthi of a penny, that arise every, day in 
the calculating of the wagei, in the 3rdy 5th, and 7th columns, are rejected, 
in the Beveral addilioni in compiling these columns, when under 6-10th8 
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MONTH. 



























£$. d. 
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£ «. 


d. 
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£$. 
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' i. 
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1 15 


2 


2 2 





2 5 


2 10 


2 12 6 


2 15 





3 





3 3 


1 2 


1 4 


1 


5 
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10 





2;0 2 1 


2 4 


2 8 
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3 


3 4 


3 6 3 


8 





40 4 2 


3 6 


4 


4 


2 


4 6 


5 


5 3 


5 


6 





6.0 6 4 


4 8 


5 4 


5 


7 


6 


6 8 


7 


7 


4 





8 


8 6 


5 10 


6 8 


7 





7 6 


8 4 


8 9 


9 


2 


10 


10 6 


7 


8 


8 


5 


9 


10 


10 6 


11 








12 


12 7 


8 2 


9 4 


9 


10 


10 6 


11 80 12 3 


12 


10 





14,0 14 8 


9 4 


10 8 


11 


2 


12 


13 4 


14 


14 


8 





16 


16 10 


10 6 


12 


12 


7 


13 6 


15 


15 9 


16 


6 





18 


18 11 


11 8 


13 4 


14 





15 


16 8 


17 6 


18 


4 


I 





1 1 


12 10 


14 8 


15 


5 


16 6!0 18 4 


19 3 


1 


2 




2 


1 3 1 


14 


16 


16 


10 


18 


1 


1 1 


1 2 







4 
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CHAPTER XII. 

PBINO^PAIi OBLiaATIONS OF OWNBBS. 

Bt the 63d section of the Merchant Seamen's Act, 
the term *' Owner shall be taken and uQderstood tq 
comprehend all the several persons, if more tban one, 
to which the ship shall belong." 

Both the owner and master are in most cases 
made amenable that the provisions of these acts are 
complied with ; because the owner is presumed to be 
a tangible person of fixed residence ; nrhereas the 
master is migratory, and often not to be found. 
BeiDg in the service of the owner, his employer is, 
to a certain extent, responsible for his conduct, as in 
other qises, and liable for the penalties incurred. 

There are some things, however, that the owner 
is expected to look to ; the most material of whidi 
is, that when apprentices are to serve, their indentures 
shall be enrolled, and that the master shaU be in pos- 
session of these indentures so long as the apprentices 
are employed in the vessel under his command. 

When the indentures of existing apprentices have 
not been executed in duplicate, or lost, tne ship-owner 
should obtain authenticated office copies, which viU 
answer the same purpose. 

The owner is to report in writing the death or 
desertion of any of his apprentices, or their non- 
employment for six months, or cancellation of inden- 
tures. The owner is liable to a penalty of fifty pounds 
if he employs any one as Master of a Foreign-going 
ship without an appropriate certificate.^ 

It is also incumbent on the owner to engage a 

♦ Sco Chapter XV. 
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surgeon;* to ftumish sofflcient lime or lemon juice, or 
lis substitute^ sugar andyinegar; to enable the master 
to issue these according to law; to provide weights and 
measures, a medicine chest, furnished according to 
scale, and to take care that the berthing place for 
the crew is of adequate dimensions. 

The owner must also notify to the Collector and 
Comptroller of Customs of any port of the United 
Kingdom the name of every vessel or vessels belonging 
to him, which shall have been unemployed for the 
six months ending 30th June and 31st December in 
each year ; and also take care that the half yearly 
lists of any of his vessels which are employed in such 
a manner as not to require a transire or other 
Customs' document, are duly rendered^ as well as 
those which do require those documents, particularly 
when a change of masters has occurred in the previous 
half-year. He must also make returns of the re- 
quired Hste, in cases where his vessel or vessels may 
have been lost, sold, or transferred, up to the time of 
either of such occurrences, with all convenient speed ; 
and should these take place out of the United king- 
dom, within twelve calendar months. 

The owner is liable when a ship proceeds to sea 
without having remedied any deficiency in quantity 
or quality of articles reported on by a Medical In- 
spector (Section 66, Mercantile Marine Act^ ; for not 
providing the regulation space (Section 69, ditto) ; 
for not paying over fines deducted from wages (Section 
79, ditto). And he is liable for compensation for any 
injury to the crew which they were precluded from 
referring to a Justice abroad (under the 94th Section, 
ditto) ; for discharging seamen contrary to the pro- 
visions of the Act, not rendering them an account, or 
refusing to produce documents required by the Ship- 
ping Master (Section 101, ditto). 

The owner will be responsible for the expenses 

* See SeotioQ 13 of Merchant Seamen's Act. 
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defrayed on account of seamen left abroad by tbe 
masters of vessels belonging to him ; and he vfill be 
required to pay for the cure of persons hurt on board 
his vessels, and if left behind in foreign countries, for 
their passage home. 

These are the leading matters that apply to the 
owner principally, but he is also liable in most cases 
in conjunction with the master ; and when any diffi^ 
culty arises with the latter, the owner will be the 
party subjected to the penalties. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



PLEASURE YACHTS. 

Vessels or boats used for pleasuring are not subject 
to the Mercantile Marine Act, but still continue sub- 
ject to the Merchant Seamen's Act. Those parts, 
however, of the latter act, which relate to agreements, 
are repealed, and there is, therefore, now no legisla- 
tive provision concerning agreements with crews of 
yachts. But their owners will frequently adopt 
the agreement for their own security, in order to 
enable them to appeal to magistrates in case of 
offences committed by their crews ; and when 
abroad, no change in the crew is to take place without 
the sanction of the Consul or other functionary. I 
recommend, that, under all circumstances, what- 
ever may be the size of the yacht; whether intended 
to pleasure about the coast of the United Kingdom, 
or to visit foreign ports, a written agreement should 
be entered into, in the form prescribed for Foreign- 
going or Home-trading ships. Although the agree- 
ment is not to contain any provisions that are incon- 
sistent with the spirit or intention of the act, there 
is no objection to the insertion of the usual stipula- 
tions which owners of these vessels generally insist 
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on for regulating the conduct of the crew. In order 
that seamen may become conrersant with these regu- 
lations (which generallj apply to cleanliness, orderly 
behaviour, &c,, <!^c.), it will be advisable that the Royal 
Yacht Club should adopt some general form, which, after 
receiving the sanction of counsel, might be inserted in 
the body of an agreement, specially prepared for those 
vessels, in the space left for that purpose. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

COLONIAL VESSELS. 

Aa the provisions of the Acts embrace all vessels 
belonging to subjects of her Majesty, except pleasure 
yachts, Trinity yachts, and vessels fishing on the 
coasts of the United Kingdom, colonial vessels are only 
excluded under circumstances described in Section 61, 
7 and 8 Vic, cap. 112, and Sections 7 and 8 of 14 
and 15 Vic, cap. 96. The acts, generally speaking, do 
not extend to such vessels belonging to a colony hav- 
ing a Legislative Assembly when employed within the 
precincts of their respective colonies, or employed in 
trading between the colony to which they belong and 
any other colony, or merely touching in the United 
Kingdom ; but they are in all respects amenable to 
their provisions when trading in the United Kingdom, 
or bistween any port in the United Kingdom, and any 
other place, except the colony to which they belong. 
They are also subject to the provisions of the Mer- 
chant Seamen's Act, when beyond the precincts of the 
colony to which they belong, and wherever otherwise 
proceeding or trading, excepting so far as regards 
Agreements, and they are not to make changes in 
their crews when in the United Kingdom, under any 
ciioumstanoes, without the Shipping Master's cog^ 
nizance, and payment of the fee. 

f2 



G6 



CHAPTER XV. 

LAW OF MANNIKO. 

An opicion is very generally entertained (even by 
otherwise well informed persons) that legal provisions 
exist, respecting the number of men and boys to be 
carried per 100 tons, and cases ar^ often occurring, 
of crews objecting to prosecute the voyage on the 
plea of the ship being undermanned, thereby subject- 
ing the owners to expense and inconvenience from 
delay ; instances can be shown wherein Justices 
have countenanced the objection, and, consequently, 
obliged the Ship Master to increase his crew. 

The notion is derived from the practice of govern- 
ment, when chartering ships, requiring certain condi- 
tions as to qualification of officers, number of men for 
tonnage, quantity of provisions, water, &c., to be stipu- 
lated for : but these are entirely matters of contract, 
for there is no law — neither has there been a law — 
that, requires ordinary merchant ships to be manned 
other than that which until lately imposed the condi- 
tions respecting the proportion of British to Foreign 
seamen employed. 

As mechanical contrivances comeinto use, in aid of 
manual labour, the crews of ships may be and will be 
diminished in number, and I therefore take this op- 
portunity of explaining the existing state of the law, 
observing at the same time that if masters of Foreign- 
going ships avail themselves of the appliances of the 
Shipping Offices, and exhibit the placard containing 
the description and tonnage of the ship, and the num- 
ber of persons in the different ratings required for the 
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voyage, no seaman can have a reasonable plea for 
objecting to proceed on the score of being short- 
handed. It is a matter for the consideration of the 
owner and master what number of men will be re- 
quired to nayigate the ship, a question which must 
be very much governed by the rig of the vessel, and 
the nature of the intended voyage ; the question for 
the seaman's consideration is whether he will en- 
gage as one of the number of the crew required 
when made thoroughly acquainted with the state of 
matters. 

The 7th section of the 12 <& 13 Vict., cap. 29, 
commonly called the Manning Clause of the Naviga- 
tion Act, which regulated the number of Foreigners in 
the Foreign Trade, and totally excluded them from 
the Coasting Trade, is now repealed by the dlst section 
of 16 (b 17 Vict., cap. 131, and from and after the 1st 
of October, 1 853, Vessels however employed may be 
navigated, both as respects Masters and Crews, with- 
out any regard to the nationality of those parties. 
It is still required however under the provisions of 
the Mercantile Marine Act, that all masters in charge 
of Foreign-going ships shall possess certificates of 
competency or of service. The latter certificates are 
only granted to those who were Masters prior to the 
1st of January, 1851, and as no foreigners were 
eligible to command British Merchant vessels at that 
period — ^no foreigner unless naturalized can possess a 
certificate of service. It will therefore be necessary 
for foreigners intending to engage as Masters of 
Merchant vessels to pass the examination which the 
Board of Trade has authority to direct. 

A vexed question has also arisen, in cases brought 
before Justices, under the Seamen's Protection Act, 
respecting the definition of the word " seaman ;" for 
although that act was evidently designed to protect 
every one seeking an engagement in a merchant ship 
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from the imposition of crimps, Justices hare refused 
to grant summonses on complaint of persons who 
could not prove that thej were seamen, and persisted 
in this refusal in defiance of the opinion of the law 
officers of the crown. The second section of the 
Mercantile Marine Act provides for this, and inter- 
prets the word " seaman " to include any person (ex- 
cept masters, and apprentices duly indentured and 
registered) employed or engaged to serve in any 
capacity on board any " ship." 

Difficulties have also arisen respecting that con- 
dition of the agreement which provides that if any 
one of the crew is not found competent to the duty 
he engages for, his wages shall be reduced in propor- 
tion to his incompetency. Hence the necessity of 
having some recognised standard of what constitutes 
an able and what an ordinary seaman. 

The naval instructions (1844), under the head 
"Captain," state (Section 12) for his information, 
when rating the ship's company, that " none are to be 
rated as ' ordinary,' who are not able to go alofl, 
and perform some of the duties of a seaman ; nor as 
'able* who are not capable of performing all the 
essential duties of a seaman." And he is ^rther 
directed to cause all the men who are not fit to 
be rated " able " seamen to be instructed on the 
following points, in order to qualify them for that 
rating. 

1. In steering. 

2. In heaving the lead. 

3. In knotting and splicing. 

4. In rowing. 

5. To use palm and needle, and generally in 
other duties, such as bending and reefing sails, &c. 
We are therefore to assume that if competent on 
these points, a man may take the .rating of able 
seaman, and claim the wages of such. 
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In the American navy, as well as the merchant 
service, the men, when entering, rate themselves, as 
it is 8t)rled ; and if found incompetent, they are re- 
duced to inferior ratings. 

In the " Seaman's Manual,"* by R, H. Dana — a 
very. useful book, which should form part of every 
sailor's library — amongst much valuable information, 
the following ample definition is given of the duties 
required from an able and an ordinary seaman. 

An ABLE SBAMAN must hand, reef, steer, heave 
the lead, and row; work upon rigging, and be 
at least competent to make a long and short splice, 
strop a block, pass seizings on lower rigging, and 
make the ordinary knots. He is also generally ex- 
pected to sew a sail, but, if competent in other 
respects, this is not imperative. He is expected to 
do all the work necessary for reefing, furling, or 
setting sail; to take a bunt or earing, to send yards 
and masts up and down, to rig in and out booms, to 
know how to reeve all the running rigging. 

The OBDiNABY SEAMAN is expected to hand, reef, 
and steer (under common circumstances, which in- 
cludes boxing the compass), to be well acquainted 
with all the running and standing rigging of a ship ; 
to be able to reeve studding-sail gear, and set a top- 
gallant or royal studding-stail out of a top ; to loose 
and furl a royal, and a small top-gallant sail, or 
flying- jib ; and to send down or cross a royal yard. 
He is not expected to be a workman upon rigging, 
but he must make all the hitches, bends, and knots 
in common use. 

The American law of manning is very similar to what 
was lately ours, except as regards the proportion of the 
crew, which is to consist of two-thirds (instead of 
three-fourths) American seamen. This portion of the 
crew must possess certificates of citizenship, in order 

* PubllBlicd by MoxoQ : London. 
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to enable the master to make oatk thai his ship is 
nayigated according to law, and to deposit certain 
lists in confirmation thereof, before he can obtain his 
clearance at the custom-house. The regulation imposes 
a severe tax upon seamen in American ships, who must 
pay a dollar for this certificate of citizenship (or pro- 
tection, as it is usually styled) every time it is 
obtained, no matter how often, and the owner pays 
one and sometimes two dollars per inan to a Shipping 
Master for providing his crew in thfe ports of the 
United States. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



PENALTIES AND FORFEITURES FOR BREACHES OP DIS- 
CIPLINE, DESERTION, ABSENCE WITHOUT LEAVE, <ko. 

Security having been taken by the provisions which 
regulate the cancellation or suspension of the certi- 
ficate of competency or of service, that masters of 
ships shall be responsible for the exercise of their 
authority, the means of enforcing discipline, good 
order, and adherence to the agreement, have been 
greatly strengthened by the enactment of stritgent 
provisions ; in addition to which, stipulated regula- 
tions have been sanctioned by the Board of Trade, 
which may be adopted at the option of the parties ; 
but if inserted in the agreement the fines may be 
legally deducted from the wages, provided the Shipping 
Master, before whom the discharge takes place, is 
satisfied that the law has been complied with. 

Many of the stipulations were already adopted by 
masters of ships celebrated for maintaining order and 
contentment amongst their crews ; and others have 
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been selected with great care and judgment from 
the agreements of merchant ships. 

The following Abstract^ which is to be appended to 
the agreement made accessible to the crew, contains an 
enumeration of the yarious penalties and forfeitures, 
with reference to the clauses containing such pro- 
visions to be found in the Acts in the Appendix. 

Abstract of Oertam dcnuea for Maintaining DiicipUne in 
7 & 8 Vict., c. 112, (The Mbbchamt Sbambn^s Act), 13 
and 14 Vicr., c. 93; 14 and 15 Vict., e. 96. (The Mer- 
CANTiLB Mabinb A CIS,) and 16 and 17 Vict., c. 131, (The 
Mbrchant Shipfimo Act). 

Any master or mate of, or any seaman or appren- 
tice belonging to, any British ship, who by wilful 
breach of duty or by neglect of duty or by reason of 
drunkenness does any act tending to the immediate 
loss, destruction, or serious damage of such ship, or 
tending immediately to endanger the life or limb of 
any person belonging to or on board of such ship, or 
who by wilful breach of duty or by neglect of duty 
or by reason of drunkenness refuses or omits to do 
any lawful act proper and requisite to be done by 
him for preserving such ship from immediate loss, 
destruction, or serious damage, or for preserving any 
person belonging to or on board of such ship from 
immediate danger to liife or limb, shall for every such 
offence be deemed gnilty of a misdemeanor. — 13 & 14 
Vict., c. 93, s. 77. 

Any seaman or apprentice who commits any of the 
following offences is Uable to be punished summarily 
by a Magistrate as follows, (that is to say)j — , 

l.<— For desertion, — he is liable, under 13 & 14 Vict., c. 93, b. 
70, to imprisonment not exceeding twelve weeks with or 
without hard labour; and, under 7 & 8 Vict.fC. 112. s. 9, 
to forfeit to the master or owner all clothes and eflfeots ho 
may leave on board and all wages or emoluments which he 
may have earned ; and if such desertion takes place abroad| 
to forfeit all wages and emoluments he may cam in any 
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other ship io ^hich he may engage to return to the United 
Kingdom^ and to satisfy anj excess of wages paid by the 
master or owner of the ship from which he deserts to any 
substitute engaged in his place at a higher rate of wages 
than the rate stipulated to be paid to him : 
!2. — For wilfully neglecting or refiisine to join the ship, — he Is 
liable, under 13 & 14 Vict., c. 93, s. 70^ to imprisonment 
not exceeding twelve weeks with or without hard labour : 
3. — For wilful absence without leave at any time within twenty- 
four hours of the ship's sailing from any port^ either at the 
commencement or during the progress of any voyage, and 
not amounting to desertion,— he is liable, under 7 & 8 
Vict, c. 1 12, Bs. 6, 9, to imprisonment not exceeding four 
weeks with or without hard labour, and also to such for^ 
feitures and payments as he is liable in the ca«e of 
desertion : 
4.— For wilful absence without leave and without sufficient reason 
from his ship or from his duty not amounting to desertion 
or not treated as such by the master, — he is liable, under 
7 & 8 Vict., c. 112, IS. 6, 7, to imprisonment not exceeding 
four weeks with or without hard labour, and to forfeit out 
of his wages the amount o^two days* pay, and also for every 
twenty-four hours of such absence, at the option of the 
master, either the amount of six days* pay or any expensM 
which have been properly incurred in hiring a substitute : 
5. — For quitting the ship without leave after her arrival at her 
port of delivery and before the caigo is discharged,— -he is 
liable, under 7 & 8 Vict., e. 112, s. 7, to forfeit oat of his 
wnges one month*s pay : 
6. — For wilful disobedience to any lawful command, — ^he is liable, 
under 13 & 14 Vict., c. 93, s. 78, to imprisonment not 
exceeding four weeks with or without hard labour, and 
under 7 & 8 Vict., e. 112, s. 7, to forfeit out of his wages 
two days' pay : 
7. — For continued wilful disobedience to lawful commands or con- 
tinued wilful neglect of duty, — ^he is liable, under 13 ft 14 
Vict., c. 93, 8. 78, to imprisonment not exceeding twelve 
weeks with or without hard labour ; and, under 7 & 8 
Vict., c. 112, s. 7, to forfeit for every twenty-four hours* 
continuance of such disobedience or neglect either the 
amount of six days' pay, or, at the option of the master, 
any expenses which have been properly incurred in hiring a 
substitute : 
8. — For assaulting any master or mate, he is liable,— under 13 & 
14 Vict., c. 93, 8. 78, to imprisonment not exceeding 
twelve weeks with or without hard labour : 
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9.»For combiDiDg wiili any other or olh«r« of the crew to diiobey 
lawful commands, or to neglect duty, or to impede the 
navigation of the ship or the progress of the voyage, — he is 
liable, under 13 & 14 Vict., c. 93, s. 78, to imprisonment 
not eiceediug twelve weeks with or without hard labour : 

10. — For wilfully damaging the ship or embezzling or wilfully 
damaging any of her stores or cargo,—- he is liable, under 
13 & 14 Vict., c. 93, s. 78, to imprisonment not exceeding 
twulvo weeks with or without hard labour. 

Whenever any seaman or apprentice neglects or 
refuses to join, or deserts or absents himself without 
leave, the master or any mate, or the owner, shipV 
husband, or consignee, may apprehend him without 
first procuring a warrant, and may thereupon in any 
case, and shall, in case he so requires and it is praoti- 
oable, convey him before some Court capable of hear- 
ing the case, to be dealt with according to law ; and 
may, for the purpose of conveying him before such 
Court, detain him in custody for a period not exceed- 
ing twenty-four hours or such shorter time as may 
be necessary, or may, if he does not so require, or il 
there is no such Court at or near the place, at once 
convey him on board, 13 & 14 Vict., c. 93, ss. 71, 72. 

Whenever any seaman or apprentice is brought 
before any Court on the ground of his having neglected 
or refused to join, deserted, or absented^himself without 
leave, such Court may, if the master or the owner or 
his agent so requires, instead of committing the 
offender to prison, cause him to be conveyed on 
board for the purpose of proceeding on the voyage, 
or deliver him to the master or any mate of the ship 
or the owner or his agent to be by them so conveyed, 
and may order the necessary costs of the proceeding to 
be deducted from the wages of the offender, 7^8 
Vict., c. 112,s. 6, and 13 & 14 Vict., c. 93, s. 70. 
' Whenever any seaman or apprentice is convicted 
and sentenced to imprisonment, the Court so sen- 
tencing him may direct the whole or any part of such 
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wages as may accrue to him during such imprison- 
ment to be forfeited to the master or 0¥mer, 13 & 
14 Vict., c. 93, 8. 80. 

If any seaman or apprentice is imprisoned in any 
part of Her Majesty's dominions on the ground of 
his having neglected or refused to join any ship in 
which he is engaged to serve, or of having deserted, 
or otherwise absented himself therefrom without 
leave, or of his having committed any other breach 
of discipline ; and if during such imprisonment, and 
before his engagement is at an end, his services are 
required on board his ship, any justice may at the 
request of the master, or of the owner or his agents, 
cause such seaman or apprentice to be conveyed on 
board the said ship for the purpose of proceeding on 
the voyage, to be delivered to the master or to any mate 
of the ship, or the owner or his agent, to be by them 
80 conveyed, notwithstanding that the termination 
of the period for which he was sentenced to impri- 
sonment has not arrived, 16 k 17 Vict., c. 131, s. 38. 

If any seaman, on or before being engaged, wil- 
fully and fraudulently makes a false statement of 
the name of his last ship, or last alleged ship, or wil- 
fully and fraudulently makes a false statement of 
his own name, he shall forfeit out of the wages he 
may earn by virtue of such engagement a sum not 
exceeding five pounds, 13 & 14 Vict., c. 93, s. 75. 

Every seaman falsely representing himself to be a 
foreigner shall forfeit to the owner all wages which 
9hall become due to him during the service for which 
he shall agree or shalLhave agreed, 7 ife 8 Vict., 
c. 112, s. 240. 

If any assault or battery is committed on board 
any ship belonging to any British subject in any 
part of the world, any two Justices of the Peace in 
any part of Her Majesty's dominions residing at or 
near^anj place at whidk the said ship may airive 
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or ''touch; upon complaint of the party aggrieyed 
made and prosecuted within three months after such 
alleged assault or battery, or within three months 
after the arrival of the ship at her final port of 
destination in the United Kingdom, or within three 
months after the respectire parties are within the 
jurisdiction of such Justices as aforesaid, may hear 
and determine such complaint, and may proceed and 
make adjudication thereon as if the offence had been 
committed in England, 7 & 8 Vict. c. 112, s. 44. 

All offences against j)roperty or person committed 
in or at any place either ashore or afloat out of Her 
Majesty's dominions by any master, seaman, or 
apprentice, who at the time when the offence i« 
committed is, or within three months previously has 
been, employed in any ship of the United Kingdom, 
shall be deemed to be offences of the same nature 
respectiyely, and be tried in the same manner as it 
committed within the jurisdiction of the Admiralty 
of England, 7 & 8 Vict., c. 112, s. 58. 

Whenever any complaint is made to any Consul or 
Yice-Oonsul of any offence having been committed at 
sea by any master, seaman, or apprentice, he may 
inquire into the case upon oath, and may take any steps 
in his power for the purpose of placing the offender 
under necessary restraint, and of sending him in saft 
custody to England to be there proceeded against 
according to law, 7 <fc 8 Vict., c. 112, ss. 59, 60. 

No seaman who is engaged for a voyage which is 
to terminate in the United Kingdom is entitled to 
sue in any Court abroad for wages, unless he is 
discharged in the manner required by the Acts of 
Parliament and with the written consent of the 
master, or proves such ill-usage on the part of the 
master or by his authority as to warrant reasonable 
apprehension of danger to his life if he were to 
remain on board, 13 <fe 14 Vict. c. 93, s. 94. 
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ReguUUi&M for Maintavning Discipline sanctioned hy the Board 
of Trade, in purswmce of \% ds \^ Vict., c. 93, ss, 46, 
79, 86. 

These Begulations are distinct from and in addition 
to those contained in the Act, and are sanctioned but 
not imperatively required by law. All or any of 
them may be adopted by agreement between a master 
and his crew, and thereupon the offences specified in 
such of these as are so adopted will be legally punish- 
able by the appropriate fines or punishments. The 
numbers of such of them as are so adopted should 
be inserted in the space left for that purpose in the 
agreement, and a copy of these regulations should be 
made to correspond with the agreement by erasing 
such of them as are not adopted. 

For the purpose of legally enforcing any of the 
following penalties, a statement of the offence must 
immediately after its commission be entered in the 
log-book, by direction of the master, and must at the 
same time be attested to be true by the signature of 
the mate ; or if there is no mate, by the carpenter, 
boatswain, or one of the oldest members of the crew, 
and the entry must as soon as made or as soon after- 
wards as possible be read over distinctly and audibly 
to the offenders, or upon the quarter deck of the 
ship, and a statement to the effect that the same 
has been so read shall be added to such entry and 
signed as required for the signature of such entry, 
14 & 15 Yict., c. 96, s. 27. If the punishment is a 
fine, this entry must, upon discharge of the crew, be 
shown to the Shipping Master before whom the crew 
is discharged ; or in the case of a Home-trade ship, 
to some Shipping Master at or near the place, and if 
he is satisfied that it has been properly and truly made 
and attested, the fine is to be deducted from the 
offender's wages and paid over to the Shipping Master. 

If in consequence of subsequent good conduct the 
master thinks fit to remit or reduce any fine which 
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has been entered, and signifies the same to the Ship- 
ping Master, the fine shall be remitted or reduced 
accordingly. If wages are, contracted for hj the 



1 

2 

3 



5 

6 
7 

8 



10 

It 
13 

IS 

14 

15 
10 

17 
18 

19 
90 

SI 
98 



OFFENCE. 



Amount of Fine or 
Puniibment. 



Not being on Bowd at the time flzed by 
the Agreement 

Nor returning on Board at the expiration 
of Leave 

Iniolenre or contemptuous language or 
behaviour toward* the Matter or any 
Mate 

Striking or assaulting any penon on Board 
or belonging to the Ship . . . . 

Quarrelling or provoking to quarrel . . 

Swearing or using improper language 

Bringing or having on Board spintuoua 
liquors 

Carrying a aheath-knife . . . . 

Drunkenness. First Offence . . . < 



Ditto. Second Offence . . . 

Neglect on the part of the Officer in 

Charge of the Watch to place the look- 
out properly 

Sleeping or gross negligence while on the 

look-out 

Not extinguishing lights at the times 

ordered 

Smokini below 

Neglecting to bring up, open out, and air 

beddng, when ordered .... 
(For the Cuok) — Not having any Meal of 

the Crew ready at the appointed time . 
Not attending Divine Service on Sunday 

unless prevented by sickness or duty of 

the Ship . . • • . • 
Interrupting Divine Service by indecorous 

conduct 

Not being cleaned, shaved^ and washed, 

on Sundays . ..... 

Washing clothes on a Sunday .* . . 
Secreting contraband goods on Board with 

intent to smuirgle 

Destroying or defacing the Copy of the 

Agi cement which is made accessible to 

the Crew 

If an J Officer is guilty of any act i»h\eh is . . 

Fine, he shall be liable to a Fine of twice the r.urnber of Days' 

Pay which woidd be exacted for a like Act or Default from 

a Seaman, and such Fine shall be paid and applied in the 

same manner as other fines. 



Two Days' Pay. 
One Day's Pay. 

One Day's Pay. 

Two Days* Fay. 
One Day's Pay. 
One Day's Pay. 

Three Days' Pay. 
One Dav's Pay. 
Two Days' half- 

allowance of 

Proviaions. 
Two Days' Pay, 



Two Days' Pay. 

Two Days' Pay 

One Day's Pay 
One Day's Pay. 

Half-a-Day'sPay. 

One Day's Pay. 

One Day's Pay. 

One Day's Pay. 

One Day's Pay. 
One Day's Pay. 

One Month's Pay. 



One Day's Pay. 
made subject to a 



g2 
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Toyage or by share, the amount ot the fines shall be 
ascertained in the manner in which the amount of 
forfeiture is ascertained in similar cases under 7 & 8 
Vict., c. 112, s. 8. 

Should the master of a ship be disposed to insert 
any special stipulations, and the crew agree thereto, 
they may be adopted, so that they are not contrary to 
the provisions of these acts. 

It will be seen that a stringent law is now arailable 
for enforcing obedience to command, and adherence 
to the conditions of the agreement; and that the 
long desired object of a "Code of Discipline," is very 
nearly accomplished. If owners and masters avail 
themselves of the existing provisions, and prosecute 
the harbourers of deserters, who are liable to a penalty 
of ten pounds ; claim the ^ages of deserters when 
ascertained to be serving in other ships, and assist the 
authorities in bringing offenders to justice, they will 
find their interest in so doing, and furthermore become 
convinced that it is not the fault of the law, but the 
apathy and indifference of those aggrieved, that per- 
mit offences to be perpetrated with impunity. 

The desertion of seamen abroad, particularly in the 
colonies, has been a source of great inconvenience and 
expense to ship-owners ; and of all the colonies this 
is most felt in the port of Quebec, where an organised 
system of crimping prevails. The Canadian legisla- 
ture, with a view of checking the evil, adopted the 
Seaman's Protection Act, very shortly after it was 
enacted in this country, with the further provision 
that no seaman should be engaged by any one but the 
owner, master, or ship's-husband, except through an 
established shipping-ojffiice ; intending by this means 
to bring all the seamen, entered at Quebec, under the 
scrutiny of an ofl&cer who could have the means of 
detecting deserters. 

The act has been somewhat strengthened hj pre- 
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visions enacted in 1853, but the blemish is still that 
it does not make it imperatiye to bring every man, 
however he is engaged, before the Shipping Master 
to execute the agreement; but this amendment will 
probably be adopted on some future occasion. 

Notwithstanding this defect, if the masters of ships 
in the port had come to a resolution amongst them- 
selves, and agreed to engage substitutes for deserters 
through the shipping-office only, the system of crimping 
would have been abolished ; instead of this, 1 am 
sorry to learn that, while the majority have lent but a 
feeble support to the shipping-office, many masters of 
ships have adhered to the crimps ; and when men were 
to be procured through the shipping-office for wages of 
four or five pounds a month, have advanced double 
that sum to crimps for smuggling on board deserters 
from other ships. This conduct, besides entailing a 
great expense on their owners, holds out a premium 
to desertion, aggravates the evil, and induces demo- 
ralisation. It has been insinuated that Ship Masters 
have shared in the profits of the crimps ; I am doubtful 
of the truth of this, but I think that if the great ship- 
owners, whose vessels trade to Quebec, instructed their 
masters to procure any men they wanted through the 
shipping-office, and forbade them to resort to the 
crimps on any account, the system would be broken 
up at that port, particularly now since the enactment 
of 93rd and 94th clauses of the Mercantile Marine Act, 
deprives the seaman of the means of procuring his 
discharge, by summoning the roaster before a justice 
upon some frivolous complaint of breach or infor- 
mality of the agreement. 

At Quebec and other North American ports where 
many vessels are annually built, there should be 
some law or regulation obliging the owners of such 
ships to import crews to navigate them to England. 



80 



CHAPTER XVIL 

VOYAGE OP A FOREIGN-GOING SHIP. 

The master of a Foreign-going ship must possess 
a Certificate of competency or of service, to be pro- 
duced to the Shipping Master ; and should his 
certificate be lost, he must apply without delay to 
the Shipping Master, in order to comply with the 
regulations for obtaining a renewed one, a pro- 
cess that may occupy some days. If not already 
provided, and he has not previously served in such 
capacity, prior to the 1st January, 1851, an exami- 
nation is imperative, and this can be undergone at 
one of the ports wherein a Board of Examiners is 
established. If he has already served as master, he 
may obtain a Certificate by following the directions 
to be found in Chapter III. 

Although it is required, that the crew of a Foreign- 
going ship must execute the agreement and receive 
advance notes in the presence of a Shipping Master, 
it is not imperative that they shall be engaged at a 
shipping-office. The owner or master may, if so dis- 
posed, engage a crew either wholly or partly himseli^ 
or by means of the mate,^ or a licensed agent ; or he 
may direct any men he selects to meet him at an 
appointed hour to execute the agreement, but the 
time and place, if not in the shipping office, must be 
arranged with the Shipping Master. As the regulation 
fee must be paid, whether the crew is obtained by 
means of the Shipping Master or not, I recommend 

* The mate is substituted for sbip's-busbnnd under the amended 
law. See s. 8, Mercantile Marine Act. 
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that in every case the owner or master of a Foreign- 
going ship, should avail himself of the facilities 
afforded him j resort to the shipping-office, as soon 
as the voyage is determined on, and furnish the 
Shipping Master with the following particulars : — 

The name, tonnage, port belonging to, number 
and date of registry of his ship ; the number of men 
and boys he requires in the several capacities ; the day 
and hour for selecting the crew and signing the agree- 
ment, with the stipulations intended for insertion. 

The particulars of indentures of the apprentices, 
in order that the dates of enrolments, or assignments, 
may be inserted at the foot of the agreement. 

The scale of provisions. 

The authority for insertion and payment of the 
advance notes ; also for the insertion of monthly 
allotment. 

The day and hour at which the crew is to be on board. 

In order to facilitate this and other contingent 
matters, printed forms are furnished by the Shipping 
Master for a fixed charge, but only in complete sets. 
If the master chooses to purchase his forms elsewhere, 
he cannot remedy any deficiency at the shipping-office ; 
and if they are not found correct his business will be 
impeded, for the Shipping Master is not to proceed 
until he is satisfied in this respect, and his fee is paid. 

The only documents, not included in this arrange- 
ment, are the official log-book and the indentures of ap- 
prentices, which may be obtained of the trade generally, 
and which will be available, provided they are cor- 
rectly printed in the manner sanctioned by the Board 
of Trade, and bear the official seal. Since the dis- 
continuance of the register ticket, it is the practice to 
require the discharge from last ship from the seaman 
at the time of signing agreement, and for the Master 
to hold it until the seaman appears on board. 

In former editions of this book, I have strongly 
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insisted on the benefit that would resolt to all parties 
if inquiry was made into character^ and due precau- 
tion taken in this respect before entering on the 
engagement for a voyage. I am aware of the diffi- 
culty that has hitherto existed, and the impunity 
with which certificates of character were fabricated, 
when the master's signature to a seaman's discharge 
was available, and therefore the small reliance to be 
placed on such credentials ; but under the present law, 
this difficulty is removed ; the seaman's character for 
ability and conduct is now required to be rendered 
in a printed form by the master, at the termination 
of each voyage, to be recorded at the shipping-office 
of the port in which the discharge takes place ; and 
also by the B^istrar-General of Seamen in London, in 
whose books an entry of the voyage is made against 
each man's name, every time it occurs ; and to this 
is now added, the report of his character, so that 
by referring to the Shipping Master, or if the seaman 
had been discharged at another port, to the Begistrar- 
General of Seamen, the recorded character may be 
obtained. This will be a strong inducement for good 
conduct. It will give to well-behaved orderly sea- 
men a preference over others, and cause their services 
to be sought for, and better remunerated than those 
who have no such recommendation ; and the master 
will have the means of selecting such a crew as will 
give him reasonable assurance of a peaceful voyage. 
I also recommend that when seamen are selected, 
the state of their health may be ascertained ; for 
instances are frequent of diseased men being taken 
to sea unable to perform a day's work, becoming a 
nuisance to the crew, who are moreover subjected to 
extra labour, and therefore discontented, besides 
entailing expense upon the ship. 

The Shipping Master has such precise directions 
for the methodical performance of his work, and the 



VOTAOB OF A FOREIGN- GOING SHIP. 83 

practice is so assimilated in all the ports of the 
kingdom, that if the matter is placed in his hands 
the master will have little trouble respecting his 
forms ; but he must ascertain that the proper quan- 
tities of provisions and water are ready ; that a space 
of not less than nine superficial feet is allotted in the 
forecastle or berthing-place for each of the crew ; 
that lime-juice, or its substitute, sugar, scales, weights, 
and measures are provided ; a surgeon engaged in 
cases provided for in the 18th Section of the Mer- 
chant Seamen's Act ; and as inspectors are appointed 
to supervise these matters, he must not obstruct 
them in the execution of their duty. 

The law which required the maintenance of ap- 
prentices, being now repealed, it is only necessary to 
remark in this place that if it is intended to take 
apprentices on the voyage they should be provided in 
proper time. 

On the day fixed for selecting the crew, it is de- 
sirable on many accounts that the master, and, if 
possible, his mates, (who must be furnished with 
appropriate certificates, and if their certificates are lost 
must follow the course already directed for obtaining 
renewed ones,) should attend for that purpose. The 
process of selecting and signing articles will not 
occupy above half-an-hour, for a ship of three or four 
hundred tons ; but when the contracting parties meet 
&ce to face, facts may be elicited, probably from 
a former acquaintance, which would influence the 
selection ; and the risk now incurred when such pre- 
caution is not taken, and of objectionable characters 
being engaged, will be avoided. 

Whatever stipulations are to be adopted, whether 
those authorised and attached to the copy of agree- 
ment that is to be exhibited on board, pr others which 
the master may desire to have inserted, and which 
th« Shipping Master shall consider not oontraiy to 
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law, must be fully explained, discussed, and agreed 
to, rejected, or others substituted, as may be decided 
on at this time. The agreement may be executed 
in duplicate at the time of selection, as the most 
convenient season, or at any future appointed time, 
and the master should then obtain and sign the 
advance notes, which should be delivered into the 
hands of the crew in presence of the Shipping Master 
at the time of executing the agreement. The Ship- 
ping Master is to caution the seamen before signing 
the agreement of the penalties they will incur if they 
give a false name of themselves, or their last ship ; 
and to require the production of the discharge from 
last ship in order to authenticate the statement, and 
those who have preserved their register tickets may 
have their numbers inserted in the agreement if they 
so desire. The numbers of all Fund Tickets must be 
inserted in the proper column. 

When ready for departing, the Shipping Master 
will give the master one copy of the agreement 
executed by the parties, and another for exhibition 
in the ship, and any other forms required, if he has 
purchased the set in the Shipping Office. 

If any one or more of the crew absent themselves, 
the master shall, if possible, attend at the shippings- 
office, in order that the entry of the substitutes may 
be made on his agreement ; but if this cannot be done 
without detention of the ship, he must fill up the 
form supplied to him, marked G, and this is to be 
transmitted to the Shipping Master before he leaves 
the port. Should he neglect to transmit this list, 
not only does he subject himself to penalties, but he 
makes his owner or agent liable to pay the advance 
note of the defEiulters, which payment will of course 
be very properly deducted from the master's wages 
on settlement of accounts. 

The law requires that a copy of the agreement 
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shall be placed in a position to be accessible to the 
crew during the period of the voyage, and in the 
case of the engagement of substitutes, which often 
occurs at the last moment, and at a busy time, 
the act proyides that the agreement shall be read 
oyer to them if practicable before the ship puts to 
sea, and if not, as soon after as possible, before a 
witness. 

No erasures, interlineations, or alterations are to be 
made in the agreement, except as provided for in the 
49th clause of the Mercantile Marine Act ; for should 
any appear, unless attested by the signature of the 
authorities, the documents will not be received in 
proof. 

Should any person be found secreted on board, with 
the intention of procuring a passage surreptitiously, 
he is liable to a penalty of £50, or imprisonment 
and hard labour. 

AT 8BA. 

The principal matter which requires attention 
when a vessel is at sea, is to take care that the pro- 
visions are regularly issued according to the stipulated 
scale. When it becomes necessary to reduce the 
allowanoe, the crew should be called aft and made 
acquainted with the reason for this, and apprised of 
the compensation to which they are entitled as long 
as short allowance is continued ; namely, four-pence 
per day, if the reduction is one-third, and eight-pence 
per day, if more than one-third; this allowance for 
short fdlowance will not, however, apply to offenders 
under 81st section of the Mercantile Marine Act, pro- 
vided that an entry be made in the log-book of this 
as well as of every other occurrence that might here« 
after require to be substantiated by proof. (See In- 
structions in Official Log Book.) 

When the vessel is bound to any port out of Europe 

H 
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(see Chapter VIII.) lime or lemon juice, or its sub- 
stitute, sugar and vinegar, must be served out on the 
eleventh day after salt provisions have been com- 
menced, and continued until the arrival at some port 
where fresh meat can be procured, or to the end of the 
voyage. The lime or lemon juice or its substitute and 
sugar is to be issued at the rate of half an ounce of 
each to every person on board daily, and the vinegar at 
the rate of half a pint to each person weekly. The 
master incurs a penalty of five pounds for every 
omission. This regulation has become the more 
necessary since the re-appearance of scurvy within 
these few years. 

The regulations provided in the Mercantile Marine 
Act, and other acts for the maintenance of discipline 
at sea, are annexed to the agreement exhibited to the 
crew. It is expected that with this increase of 
authority, and the adoption of some of the stipulations 
which inflict small fines for irregularities, a master 
of a vessel may with common discretion keep his 
crew in a proper state of subordination. 

ABSlVAIi IH, AND BEPABTTTBB FROM, A FOfiSiaiT OB 

OOLOITIAL PORT. 

A principal feature of these acts is the protection 
of seamen when absent from their native country ; 
and the provisions enacted with this view, are calcu- 
lated not only to strengthen the authority of the 
British Consul, but to render more speedy and certain 
the punishment of ofienders. 

It therefore behoves masters of vessels to be very 
particular in procuring the consent of the proper 
functionaries for any changes they may require in 
their crews ; and also with respect to other matters, 
for the due performance of which I shall endeavour 
to set down concise directions. 

Thelaw requires that> within forty-eight hours 
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after the ressers arriyal in a foreign or colonial port, 
the master shall deliver or cause to be delivered to 
the British Consul in the former, or the Collector 
and Comptroller of Customs in the latter, the follow- 
ing documents : — 

^. 1« — The Agreement with the crew. 

2. — The indenture! or asiigned indentures of the apprentices on 
board. 

There are other papers required to be deposited 
with these functionaries, but I do not enumerate 
them, as the/ have no reference to these acts. 

The law does not ei^oin the master to deliver the 
agreement, <&c., personallj, because it may happen 
that he cannot oonvenientlj do bo within the time 
prescribed ; but whenever it can be effected, I strongly 
recommend that the master should wait upon the 
British Consul ; and upon this and every other occa- 
sion, treat him with the respect to which his autho- 
rity is entitled, and which none have a greater 
interest in upholding than masters of vessels in 
foreign ports, who, in cases of difficulty, must rely 
on their Consurs power to obtain for them justice 
and redress. 

The least consideration will show that nothing 
tends so much to weaken the influence of a Consul 
in the eyes of foreigners as that the subjects of the 
nation which he represents should be wanting in ih&t 
deference which his station demands ; and I would 
not allude to so obvious an obligation, were it not 
that many cases have come to my knowledge where 
the conduct of masters of British vessels visiting 
foreign ports have been most reprehensible on this 
point; evincing an utter disregard, and, in some 
instances, contempt, of the Consul's authority. It is 
true this conduct has generally resulted from igno- 
rance or intoxication, but it is not the less inexcusa- 
ble on this account, and contrasts discreditably with 
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that of the subjects of other states^ who are most 
particular in this respect. 

Should any doubt arise regarding the entries made 
in the agreement or any other of the documents 
deposited with the Consul or officer of customs, he 
can summon the master to appear before him to 
give explanation ; and he has authority to muster 
the crew, and to ascertain that the provisions of all 
acts regulating the laws of nayigation have been 
complied with. 

When any dispute arises amongst thb crew during 
the sojourn in a foreign port, immediate reference 
should be made to the British Consul, who is in- 
structed how to deal with the offending party, and 
will generally avail himself of the assistance of the 
authorities of the place in cases where the aid of 
police is necessary. And should any complaint be 
made by the master, or by any of the certificated 
mates, or by one third or more of the crew, or by the 
consignee, to any naval officer in command of a ship 
of Her Majesty's, or, in his absence, to any consular 
officer, a naval court may be constituted to inquire 
into the complaint, and to remedy it if possible, re- 
porting all their proceedings to the Board of Trade. 
In extreme cases this court has power to remove the 
master. The provisions are contained in sec. 82d of 
13 k 14 Vic, cap. 93, and sec. 23 of 14 k 15 Yic, cap. 
9 6. No change in the crew of any kind, either by hiring 
or discharging, is to be made without the Consul's sanc- 
tion ; and this sanction must be endorsed on the back of 
the agreement. In ports wherein there are no Consuls 
or Vice-consuls established, the consent of two re- 
spectable merchants must be obtained to any act 
which is otherwise required to be sanctioned by those 
functionaries. In the colonies the consent of the 
governor, or other officer holding the chief authority, 
or the officer duly appointed by the government there 
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in that behalf, or the Collector and Comptroller of 
Customs, must in like manner be obtained and in- 
dorsed upon the back of the agreement ; and disputes 
should be referred to the decision of a justice of the 
peace. 

All desertions must be reported to the said func- 
tionaries, in writing, within twentj-four hours of 
their occurrence* 

Should it appear that anj seaman is left behind, 
the proof of having obtained the necessary sanction 
rests with the masted, unless he can prove the im- 
practicability of obtaining such sanction. 

Where there is no public functionary, this re- 
port is made to two respectable merchants, as re- 
quired by the 46th section of the Merchant Seamen's 
Act, and the master shall transmit a copy thereof to 
the Eegistrar-General of Seamen in England, in order 
that it may be available for evidence. 

When the consent is obtained in the required form 
to leave any one or more of the crew behind, on the 
plea of not being able to proceed on the voyage, an 
account of the wages due must be delivered to the 
aforesaid functionaries, and the balance in money, or 
a bill on the owners, deposited in their hands. Should 
the master neglect or refuse to perform this, he 
subjects himself to a penalty of ten pounds, and if 
the account he renders should not be just and true, 
the penalty is twenty pounds for every such offence. 

But no one of the crew is to be prevented from 
entering into the Eoyal Navy, nor shall such entry 
be deemed a desertion, or subject the person so 
entering to any forfeiture of wages, clothes, or effects ; 
and should any stipulation have been entered into in 
the agreement with this view, it is not only void but 
the master incurs a penalty of twenty pounds. 

The balance of wages due to any man entering the 
Navy, up to the period of his entry, must be paid to 

h2 
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the Naval Officer by a bill on the owners, and 
(provided he has not deserted) clothes and any 
other effects belonging to him are to be delivered 
up, under a penalty of twenty pounds. When there 
is no means of ascertaining the balance of wages, the 
master is to make out and deliver to the seaman a 
certificate of the period of his service, and the rate 
of wages he is entitled to, satisfying the commanding 
or other officer of Her Majesty's vessel by producing 
the agreement. As the agreement is deposited in the 
hands of the Consul or other authority abroad, the 
master should accompany the officer to this func- 
tionary, and require the inspection of the document in 
order to satisfy the naval officer ; because, should 
this and the other acts required not be duly per- 
formed, the master is liable to a penalty of twenty 
pounds. The officer of Her Majesty's ship is to 
certify upon the back of the agreement, that all 
this has been done to his satisfaction. 

The Lords of the Admiralty receive official reports, 
respecting the entry of merchant seamen abroad from 
merchant ships, and these are to state the name, port 
belonging to, tonnage, and owners of the ship, number 
and ages of volunteers, and whether they had already 
served in the navy, cause of their leaving, whether 
objected to by the master, and whether men could 
be obtained in their place ; amount of their 
wages per month, and whether they received their 
arrears of pay and clothing, with any further par- 
ticulars. 

When a vessel is sold, or whenever the service 
agreed on by the crew shall terminate in a foreign 
port, the master is required to give to each a cer- 
tificate of discharge. He should also give a certifi- 
cate of character to such as have deserved it. The wages 
must be settled up to the period of the sale of the vessel, 
or termination of the agreement, (See Chapter lY. 
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Log Book.) If adequate employment is not provided 
for the crew in some British vessel homeward-bound» 
the master is to deposit with the Consul, or the 
functionaries aforesaid, a sum of money sufficient to 
defray the expenses, and the passage home of the 
crew to the port of the United Kingdom in which 
they were shipped, or some other port that may be 
mutually agreed on. Should the master neglect this, 
the charge (except in cases of barratry) will be upon 
the owner, and may be recovered with full costs as a 
debt due to the crown ; and if any seaman defrays 
his own passage, he may recover the expense incurred 
in the same manner as wages, that is, by summary 
process. 

If, however, in the event of either case — the sale 
of the vessel, or the expiration of the service occur- 
ring in a foreign port-— the crew signify their con- 
sent in writing in the presence of the British 
Consul, or other functionary, to complete the 
voyage, if continued, such arrangement can be made 
binding. 

In cases of wreck, although no freight has been 
earned, the crew are entitled to wages up to the 
period of the disaster, provided the master or chief 
surviving officer of the vessel certifies to the effect 
that they had exerted themselves to the utmost 
to save the ship, cargo, and stores. When brought 
into a foreign port under such circumstances, 
the proper course for the surviving officer will 
be to make the case known to the British Consul, 
who will take care to find the crew employment 
in other vessels, or order them a passage to 
England, and also that the wages of each shall be 
settled, and a bill drawn upon the owners for the 
amount. 

The Consul or Vice-consul may order a passage 
to England, in any vessel homeward bound for 
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offenders, under necessary restraint, and also for 
witnesses ; but the master is not bound to receive 
more than one offender, or two witnesses, for every 
hundred tons of his ship's burthen. He will be paid 
fsr victualling them after the rate of one shilling per 
day. 

Should the ^vessel visit other ports before her 
return to the United Kingdom, the same forms 
must be gone through in each, provided the stay 
therein be more than forty-eight hours. The only 
vessels exempted from depositing the documents 
enumerated with the Consul, or other functionary, 
are *' Packets for Passengers in the course of their 
Voyages." But, although they are exempted on 
this score, for obvious reasons, as they touch at 
many ports, and their stay is short, no change in 
the crew is to be made, either as to hiring or 
discharging, without the sanction of the proper 
authorities ; and masters of these vessels are amen- 
able to the law for leaving behind or forcing on 
shore any person belonging to their crew. 

Whenever one of the crew is discharged, or left 
behind as unable to prosecute the voyage, by con- 
sent of the Consul or other functionary, the master is 
required to give him a certificate of discharge. In £sbct, 
the seaman is to have this certificate in all cases wh^ 
discharged, or when his wages are to be paid. 

And in case any one or more of the crew should 
die in the hospital, on shore, or " elsewhere than on 
board the vessel," the wages, money, and effects, 
if not already deposited, must be delivered up to 
the Consul or other functionary nearest to the place 
where such death occurs. 

The master, mate, or person in charge of the vessel, 
will be liable to the pains and penalties of a misde- 
meanor for any of the following acts :-^ 

Discharging, abandoning, leaving ; behind, or 
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forcing on shore, on any pretence whatsoever, any 
one or more of his crew, without the sanction of 
one of the authorities alluded to. 

And for any default or neglect in depositing the 
documents aforesaid, the master incurs a penalty 
of twenty pounds ; and should he deliver any 
false or incorrect account, the penalty is thirty 
pounds. 

A reasonable time before leaving the port on 
return to the United Kingdom — or to whatever other 
port bound — the documents lodged with the Consul 
or other functionaries are to be returned to the 
master, with a certificate endorsed on the back of 
the agreement ; but where the required forms or 
existing laws have been in any respect neglected 
or transgressed — the Consul or other functionary is 
to make an entry to that effect, and transmit a copy 
of this to the Kegistrar-General of Seamen, and also 
the necessary proof to insure his conviction on the 
master's return to the United Kingdom. 

ESTUBN TO THB UNITED KINGDOM. ' 

At the first convenient opportunity of communi- 
cating with the shore, any offenders who may have 
been brought to the United Kingdom under the 
authority of a British Consul or other functionary, 
are to be taken, together with the witnesses, before a 
justice of the peace, who will deal with the matter as 
directed by law. The allowance of one shilling per 
day, for the passage home of offenders and witnesses, 
will be paid on application to the Secretary of the 
Admiralty. 

One of the principal features of the Mercantile 
Marine Act relates to the payment of wages and dis- 
charge of the crew, which must be effected in a ship- 
ping office, under supervision of the Shipping Master, 
and regulations are established on these points with 
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a view to a satis&ctory settlement between parties 
whose interests are bound up together. 

The records of our police courts afford perpetual 
instances of frivolous and harassing complaints by 
seamen, and charges of imposition against their em- 
ployers, stimulated for the most part with the view of 
extorting money for compromising ; but it will hence- 
forth be presumed that when seamen refuse to refer 
a dispute to the Shipping Master, who has the power 
to decide it, but rather to carry it into a police court, 
it must be either a point of difficult or serious nature, 
or that the parties are actuated by or stimulated to 
improper motives. 

Within forty-eight hours after arrival of a foreign- 
going ship in her final port of discharge, the master 
must deliver to the Shipping Master his agreement, 
official log-book, and the account of his crew, con- 
tained in list marked 0. In preparing this and 
other lists he should be careful that every column is 
filled up ; the headings denote the information re- 
quired to be inserted, but there must be no blanks. 

The log-book will be re-delivered to the master or 
owner after the expiration of forty-eight hours, if 
demanded. 

The master should also apprise the Shipping 
Master if he has any deserters from other ships on 
board, in order that the owners of such ships may 
claim the wages earned if so disposed ; and also if 
any men have not given the true name of the ship in 
which they last served, five pounds of their wages 
will be forfeited to the Board of Trade. 

The Master must also deliver up to the Shipping 
Master, the wages and effects of any of the crew who 
may have died on board during the voyage, stating 
the particulars on a sanctioned form, familiarly known 
as the K K. 

The law regulating the payment of wages is ex- 
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plained in Chapter XI.; and a proper time being 
appointed, and the balanced account of each member 
of the crew being rendered to him or the Shipping 
Master in his behalf twelve hours prior to such notice, 
the master must attend in order to explain the entrj 
in the log-book of such penalties and forfeitures as 
are deducted, and should he neglect to deliver this 
explanation, the deductions shall not be allowed. 

Any dispute referred to the Shipping Master by 
consent of both parties is to be finally decided by 
him, and he will require a written submission that 
it has been so referred, which document shall be 
received as evidence. 

When a satisfactory settlement is made, all parties 
are to sign a release in a sanctioned form. No receipt 
for wages will be legal unless the wages have been 
paid in the manner prescribed in these regulations. 

Finally, the master shall give in his report of 
character of the crew ; and when all is completed, 
receive from the Shipping Master a certificate that 
the requirements have been complied with, which 
will enable him to jerk his ship. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

VOTAOES OF HOME-TBADB SHIPS. 

As all classes of vessels of whatever tonnage (with 
certain exceptions) employed in coasting, fishing, and 
trading to the continent within the limits of Brest 
and the river Elbe are made liable to many of the 
provisions of the Mercantile Marine Act, while the 
Merchant Seamen's Act has hitherto excluded vessels 
under eighty tons from certain obligations, it may be 
well, in order to prevent misunderstanding, to define 
precisely the regulations that wiU in future apply to 
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these vessels. In the Interpretation Olanses of the 
Mercantile Marine Act, the word ^' Ship '' is defined to 
" include every description of sea-going vessel ;" and 
the expression " Home-trade ship " shall include 
every " ship " to which this act applies, employed in 
trading or going within the following limits : (that 
is to say,) the coasts of the United Kingdom, the 
Islands of Guernwy^ Jersey^ Sark, Aldemey, and 
Man, and the continent of £/urope, between the river 
£lbe and Brest inclusive. 

The 48th and 51st sections of the same act provide 
for the execution and deposit of agreements of' Home- 
trade ships," without any exception as to vessels under 
eighty tons ; it follows, therefore, that all Home-trade 
ships, or what were heretofore recognised as Coasters, 
come under the provisions, and that whatever may 
be the size or description of the vessels, the crews must^ 
be engaged by written agreement, an official log-book 
kept, and half-yearly lists deposited, before the Cus- 
toms transire or other documents, necessary to enable 
them to prosecute their business, can be obtained. 

The exceptions and the recognition of the terms 
are explained in clause 4 of the Mercantile Marine Act 
as follows :— 

4. And be it enacted, that the teveiul parts of this Act ivhich 
relate to any '^ Ships," or to the ownera, masters, mates, *' seamen/' 
or apprentices of any <' Ships,** shall, so far as the context and 
subject-matter admit, have the following applications; (that is 
to say,) 

So much of this Act as repeals, alters, or explains any existing 
enactment shall apply to the same ^ Ships " and to the same 
matters and persons to which such enactment applies : 

The remainder of this Act shall, so far as the context and subject 
admit, apply to all '* Ships "registered or licensed in the 
" United Kingdom," (except such as are exclusively employed 
in fishing on the coasts of the *^ United Kingdom,** and such 
as belong to the corporation of the Trinity House ofDeptford 
Strand, the commissioners of northern lighthouses, or the 

* See next page. 
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eorporation for pretervingf and improving tlie harbour of 
Dublin, and alio except ploaaure yachti,) and also to all 
** Ships ** n*gittercd or licensed in any other part of ** Her 
Majesty's dominions,'' and employed in trading or going 
between any place in the " United Kingdom *' and any place 
or plaeea not aituate in the territory or colony in which inch 
** Ship " ia registered, and to the ownera, maitersy matesy and 
crews of such " Ships " respectively. 

The I5tb section of the amended Mercantile Ma-> 
rine Act relieyes Masters of vessels trading on the 
coasts of the United Kingdom from canying official 
Log Booksy and also such vessels when under 80 tons 
from having written agreements, but the Master must 
at the end of every half-year deposit his agreement 
if above 80 tons, and list D, whatever may be his 
tonnage, with a Shipping Master, whose receipt will 
enable him to clear the Customs. He must also take 
care that the berthing place contains a space of nine 
superficial feet for each of the crew. 

The master of a Home trade Ship is not required 
to execute the agreement in the presence of the Ship- 
ping Master, therefore he should be careful to do it 
properly on form B, and to have a witness to each 
signature. 

The agreement may be made for the voyage or the 
run, or for monthly wages ; but it must not extend 
beyond the 30th of June, if made prior to that date ; 
nor beyond 31st of December, if made between the 
1st of July and the 31st of December. A copy must 
be exhibited in a place accessible to the crew. 

It is not necessary that the agreement of a Home- 
trade ship should be in duplicate, nor is it required that 
the master shall produce the agreement to the Cus- 
toms' officer, but the original — not a copy, as hereto- 
fore — must be deposited, and the list marked D, 
within twenty-one days after the 30th of June and 
31st of December in each year. 

The master of a Home-trade ship may, if so dis- 

I 
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posed, avail himself of the facilities afforded by the 
shipping office to procure his crew and execute the 
agreement ; and in many cases it is desirable he 
should do so, and also effect the settlement at the end 
of the half-year, by which means it is probable dis- 
putes may be satisfactorily arranged ; when he has 
imposed forfeitures for breach of the law, or of the 
stipulations agreed on, the deduction must be sanc- 
tioned by the Shipping Master. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



R£OISTBY. 



It had long been a reproach to this country, whose 
interests are so deeply concerned in all that relates to 
Commerce and Navigation, and whose prosperity is 
dependant on her Naval ascendancy ; that, although 
enjoying the essential elements in a superior degree, 
we were wanting in the information which other 
nations possess, namely, accurate statistics with regard 
to the number and capacity of our Mariners. 

Shortly after the passing of the Reform Bill, the 
state of the Mercantile Navy, and the means of ob- 
taining seamen for the Fleet, engrossed public atten- 
tion : the subject was greatly agitated, and inquiry 
called for. It was contended that, owing to the dis- 
regard of those means which had formerly sufficed 
to produce good seamen, — ^namely, rearing them aa 
apprentices in Merchant Ships — the character of our 
Mariners for skill and subordination was degenerating 
as the old stock wore away ; that the laws passed for 
their protection were inadequate for the purpose, and 
wanting in means of sffo2^ing prompt redress for 
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injurj ; that the seamen's oontributions to the fund» 
established for support in old age, were diverted from 
their intention, to augment the revenue of Greenwich 
Hospital, from which institution Merchant Seamen 
derived no advantage ; and finally, that it was ex- 
pedient to prepare and organise a means of manning 
the Fleet in seasons of emei^ncj by drawing from 
the immense resource of our Mercantile Navy the 
number of men required for such purpose. 

Accordingly, an act was passed in 1834, restoring 
the moiety of the seamen's monthly contributions 
paid into Greenwich Hospital, to its legitimate 
purpose, the deficiency of the Hospital revenue being 
voted out of the Consolidated Fund. In the same 
year two Bills were introduced by i^e Bight Hon. 
Sir James Graham, Bart., First Lord of the Admiralty, 
and subsequently passed into law ; the one to en- 
courage the vduntary enlistment of seam^ into the 
Navy, by limiting the time of service and augment- 
ing the Bounties, with certain contingent advantages 
for those who promptly complied with the Royal 
Proclamation calling for their services ; the other 
consolidated the laws relating to Merchant Seamen ; 
enacted many important r^ulations for their benefijt, 
with respect to their agreements, recovery of wages, 
4kc. &c.; established regulations for carrying into 
effect the Apprentice laws, according to a scale per 
tonnage, proposed by the Ship Owners some years 
before ; and it contained, in addition, a compre- 
hensive scheme for Registering and Classifying the 
Mariners of the United Kingdom, so as to obtain by 
ballot or draught the services of any portion required, 
and provided the means of enforcing the Proclam- 
ation on those who refused to respond to the induce- 
ments dfered by bounties, &c., to come forward when 
called on* 

In the progress of the Bill through Parliament, it 
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was considered expedient to postpone this latter pro- 
vision, and to limit it to a precursory measure of 
registration; such register to comprise the names of 
all seamen employed, derived from the Lists depo- 
sited at the termination of Foreign Vogages, and 
half-yearly by Owners of Coasters, so as, in the first 
place, to habituate parties to the process of rendering 
these lists; for all statesmen who have undertaken 
the consideration of this question come to the same 
conclusion on one point, namely, that in order to an 
organisation of our Mercantile Marine, whether as 
regards the competency of the officers, the discipline 
of the crews, or the means of recruiting or augment- 
ing the Fleet, one preliminary is indispensable — a 
Registry that would show the extent and condition of 
the material to be operated on. 

^During the ten years' existence of this Act, com- 
monly called the "Merchant Seamen's Act," the 
realisation of the original intention was repeatedly 
called for in Parliament ; for occasions arose when 
so much difficulty was experienced in procuring 
with promptitude crews for a few ships, that pro- 
bably pressing would have been resorted to, had it 
not been evident that such a proceeding would have 
occasioned great alarm, and probably brought about 
the very evil a demonstration of Naval force is 
generally calculated to avert. For reasons unne- 
cessary to detail, a convenient opportunity did not 
arise for reconsideration of the subject till 1844, 
when it was determined to increase the scope of the 
Registry so far, as to give it the means of enforcing 
the Proclamation. 

The matter underwent ample consideration before 
a resolution to this effect was formed, but it was not 
thought desirable to adhere to the original intention 
to its full extent ; because it would have been harass- 
ing to have adopted the classifications, inspections. 
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and ballottings neoessaxy for a complete organiflation, 
merely to establish a measure of precaution to be 
called into action only in the event, — which it is the 
greatest desire of all men to avoid, — the oocurrenoe 
of war. A Eegister Ticket of Identity was therefore 
adopted, bearing a distinguishing number, to be 
entered opposite to the name of eveiy teaman in the 
reports of voyages, with certain regulations respecting 
it; this being considered sujQ&cient for the purpose, 
without resorting to calls, or interfering with the free 
action of our mariners, until the actual necessity for 
doing so arrived. 

In 1S49, the Navigation Laws were repealed, the 
only portion preserved being that provision which 
regulated the employment of foreigners in Foreign- 
going ships, and excluded them altogether from the 
coasting trade ; but in 1853 this provision was abro- 
gated also, and the employment of foreigners or 
natives indiscriminately permitted in all British Mer- 
chant Vessels, however engaged. 

As it would have placed the British seaman at dis* 
advantage to require him to comply with regulations 
respecting the Register Ticket from which the fo- 
reigner was excepted, it became necessary to discon- 
tinue such regulations, and revert to the former 
practice of Registry by means of the names, and 
other particulars, such as the ages, places of birth, 
l&c., set forth in the lists delivered by Masters of 
Vessels at the commencement and termination of 
voyages, and on the Seamen's Certificates of Discharge, 

In the session of 1853, two Acts were also passed 
containing provisions calculated to improve the con- 
dition of Naval Seamen ; to establish reserves that 
might suffice for emergencies short of extremity ; and 
when imminent danger arises, provision is made for 
calling men from the Merchant Service in classes, 
to serve in the Fleet for a limited time ; by such 

i2 



102 THE SHIPMASTER'S GUIDE. 

means obviating the hardship and inoonTenienoe 
formerly complained of, when the Proclamation waa 
extended over the whole mass, although a portion 
would suffice. 

This is the most important step ever adopted, con- 
nected with the vexed question of Manning the Fleet, 
for while it legalises by statute the law which has 
heretofore rested on Boyal Prerogative, it deprives the 
regulation of the hardship which formerly attended 
it, and also obviates the necessity for embargoes, and 
other obstructions to trade. 

It is obvious, that when the necessity arises, the 
men necessary to man such a Fleet as will defend the 
realm, and secure free intercourse of trade, must be 
drawn from the Mercantile Marine, that being the only 
source that can supply the persons qualified for the 
service ; and it is also obvious that the number of 
men sufficient for such purpose cannot be maintained 
in the Navy in long seasons of peace, for this would 
entail upon the nation the constant expenses of war. 
The necessity of reserving a power which shall insure 
the necessary supply is, therefore, not only apparent, 
but imperative ; and the Acts alluded to are well 
calculated to secure it, should the inducements of 
Bounties, &c., fail to attract sufficient numbers. 

It is provided that all papers and documents 
delivered or transmitted to the Eegistrar of Seamen, 
and retained by him, shall be preserved and placed 
on record ; and a copy, certified by the said Registrar 
or his assistant to be a true copy, shall be admitted 
in evidence as fully as the original thereof. 

The Registrar of Seamen and his assistant are 
empowered, by the 57 th section of the act, to demand 
from the master of any vessel belonging to a sub- 
ject of Her Majesty, the production of the Log 
Book, Muster-roll, Agreement, apprentice's Inden- 
ture or Assignments of Indentures, and a list of 
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the passengers and persons on board. They are also 
authorised to muster the crew (including apprentices), 
and to summon the master before them, to give any 
information thej may respectively require, in order to 
ascertain whether the provisions of this act, or any 
other act relating to the laws of navigation, have been 
duly complied with. They may also take copies of any 
documents ; and any obstruction, deception, neglect 
or refusal, subjects the master to a peniuty of twenty 
pounds. 



APPENDIX. 



The several Acts relating to Merchant Seamen are 
intended to be consolidated into one Statute, to be 
called the ''Merchant Service Consolidation Act ; " 
ivhich, being in preparation^ is prefaced by an elabo- 
rate Analysis, drawn up with great skill and judg- 
ment, clearly pointing out the clauses in those Acts 
which relate to 'the different Sections of the subject, 
and to each other. 

Besides the Merchant Seamen's and Mercantile 
Marine Acts, whose provisions bear exclusively on 
the subject — and which together with the Seamen's 
Protection Act are, for such reason, inserted in full 
in the Appendix, there are other Statutes, which, 
although not necessary to be detailed at length, con- 
tain provisions referred to in the following Analysis. 
These provisions are contained in the 14 & 15 Vic, 
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cap. 102. The Seamen's Fund Winding-up Act of 
1851 ; 16 & 17 Vic, cap. 131. The Merchant 
Shipping Act of 1853 ; and 14 & 15 Vic, cap. 79. 
The Steam Navigation Act of 1851 ; which are in- 
serted in this Appendix, 
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Ibid. ss. 21, 24. 
to Apprentices, 

IbU. ss. 32, 35, 36. 

Ibid. ss. 35, 36. 
Ibid. s. 35. 
Ibid. s. 34. 

Ibid. s. 33. 

Ibid. s. 40. 

Ibid. s. 41. 
Ibid. s. 82. 

Ibid. s. 38. 

Ibid. s. 38. 

Ibid. s. 39. 

Ibid. s. 42. 

Ibid. s. 43. 

14&15 Vict.c.96, 8. 14. 



AMAIiVaM* 



109 



Bnffogemmt, JHickairffef amd Waga. 



Subject Matter. 
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'Board of Trade may licenie ahipping 
agenti ...... 

Penalty for acting at agent or demanding 

register ticket without license, and 

for employing unlicensed agents . 

Penalty for receiving remunerathon from 

seamen for shipping them . t . 

Agreements to be made with seamen 
eontaining certain particulars • • 

Agreements for foreign-going ships 
to be made before shipping master, 
with provision for the case of men 
shipped abroad and substitutes. . 

Agreements for home trade ships 
to be made before shipping master 
or on board. — Foreign-going ships 4 
making short voyages may have 
running i^^reements . • 

ftegulatiODS respecting running agree- 
ments • • . • ... 

Penalty for shipping seamen without 
agreement • . 

Sanction of Consul required for shipping 
seamen abroad «... 

Muter to obtain register ticket * . . 

Agreements for foreign-going ships to be 
produced on departure and delivered 
on arrival 

Agreements for home trade ships to be 
delivered half-yearly . . . . 

Alterations in ^(reements to be void, 
unless attested to be made with con- 
sent of all parties . . * . 

Penalty for falsifying agreement . . 

Seamen not bound to produce agreement 

Seamen not to abandon lien for wages, 
et c . • • • • 

Copy of agreement to be made accessible 
to crew ■ • • • • 

Regulation of advances and advance 
notes • • • . * . 

Advances made contrary to such regula- 
tions to be no discharge, and notes 
so given to be invalid . . 



Corresponding Clauses. 



8 & 9 Vict, c 116, B. L 



Ibid. ss. 3, 4, 5, 6. 

8 & 9 Vict. c. 116, s. 8 ; 

14ftl5Vict.c.96,s.l4. 
13&14Vict.c93,s.46;U 

& 15 Vict. €.96, ss. 7-15. 

13 & 14 Vict. c. 93,9.47; 
^14&15Vict.c.96,s.7-8. 



14 A 15 Vict. c. 94, s. 9. 



14 & 15 Vict. c. 96, s. 10, 
11, 12. 

Ibid. s. 55. 

7&8 Vict. c. 112, s. 54. 
Ibid. 8. 2.* 



l3&14Vict. c. 93, S.50. 
Ibid. s. 51. 



Ibid. s. 49. 
Ibid. B. 55. 
Ibid. s. 52. 

Ibid. s. 53. 

Ibid. B. 54. 

Ibid. s. 59 ; 14 & 15 Vict, 
c. 96 f s. 16. 



Ibid. s. 60. 
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(^ Power to sue on advance notes under \ 
certain conditions . • .J 

Regulation of allotment notes . 

Right to wages, and provisions when to 
begin . . . . . • 

Seamen discharged before voyage to have 
compensation .... 

Sale of wages, &c., to be invalid • 

Wages to be paid in case of wreck . 

Master to deliver aecouut of wages . •< 

Discharge from foreign-going ships to be 
made before shipping master • 

On discharge masters to give seamen 
their tickets and certificates . . 

Masters to make reports of character to 
shipping master « . • . 

Shipping master to hear and decide dis- 
putes referred to him . . . 

Release to be given before, and to be 
attested bj shipping master, who is 
also to give vouchers to the master . 

Master, &c , to produce papers and give 
evidence to shipping master 

Period within which wages are to be 1 
paid •••••/ 

No seaman to sue for wages abroad, 
except in cases of personal danger . 

Seamen may sue- for wages in a sum- 1 
mary manner • • • J 

Restrictions on suits for wages in supe- 
rior courts 

In certain cases masters to have same 

rights as seamen . • . 
^On discharge of seamen abroad tickets 
and certificates to be given, and sea- 
men to be sent home at expense of 
owner • • • . • . 

No seaman to be discharged abroad 
without consent of some functionary. 

Board of Trade may dispense with 
sanction for discharge of men in 
colonies • • • # • 



Corresponding Clauses. 



13 & 14Vict. c. 93, s. 61 ; 
14&15Vict.c.96,s.l7. 
Ibid. 8. 62. 

Ibid. 8. 56. 

Ibid. s. 57. 

7&8 Vict.c. 112,8. 12. 
Ibid. s. 17. 
13 & 14 Vict. c. 93, 
ss. 95, 101. 

Ibid. s. 96, 101. 

7&8 Vict. c. 112, s. 13. 
13 & 14 Vict. c. 93, 
s. 99, 101. 

13 & 14 Vict. 0.93,8.97. 



Ibid. 8. 98. 

Ibid. 8. 100, 101. 
7 &8 Vict. c. 112, ss. 11, 
14. 

13 & 14 Vict. c. 93, s. 94. 
7 &8 Vict.c. 112,s8. 14, 
15. 

Ibid. s. 16. 

Ibid. 8. 16. 



Ibid. 8. 17. 
Ibid. 8. 46. 

13 & 14 Vict. c. 93, B. 76. 



ANAf^YSIS. 
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Subject M«tt«r. 



If any crew are left behindy proof of 
lanciion to be on maater . • . 

Seamen ) when left abroad, to be paid 
their wages 

Forcing teamen aihore a misdemeanor . 

Distressed seamen found abroad may I 
be relieved and sent home at the V 
public expense . . .J 

Power for Her Majesty to sue for the 
amount advanced for relief of seamen 
left abroad 

Seamen allowed to leave their ships in 
order to enter the navy . . . 

Seamen entering the navy to be en- 
titled to immediate delivery of clothes 
and tieketSy and to payment of wages. 

Apprentices not to enter navy without 
consent of master, who, if he con- 
sentS| is to have their wages 



Correspond ing Claiiftei. 



7 & 8 Vict. c. 112, s. 48. 

Ibid. s. 49. 
Ibid. s. 49. 

11 Geo. 4. c. 20, s. 82. 

7&8 Vict. c. 112, s. 52. 



Ibid. s. 52. 
Ibid. B. 60. 

Ibid. 8. 51. 

Ibid. f. 45. 



Comfort of Seamen on hoard Ship, 
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' Surrey of provisions and water 
Allowance for short provisions . 

MedicineSi lime juice, sugar, and 
vinegar, to be provided ... 



Weights and measures to be kept on 
board • • • • • • 

Inspectors of medicines may be ap- 
pointed . • . • • 

Persons selling bad drugs for ships 
liable to penalty . • . . 

Medical attendance to be at expense of 
owoer ...... 

Certain ships to carry medical prac- f 
titioncrs . • • . •[, 

Place appropriated to seamen to have 1 
nine feet apiece, and to be properly v 
constructed J 



7 at 8 Vict.c. 112,8.57. 
Ibid. 8. 12. 
13&14Vict. c. 93,8. 81. 

7 & 8 Vict. c. 112, 8. 18 ; 
13 & 14 Vict. c. 93, 
sf. 64, 65; 15 & 10' 
Vict. c. 96, 8. 18, 19. 

Ibid. 88. 68, 69. 

Ibid. 8. 66. 

Ibid. 8. 67. 

7&8 Vict. c. 112,8. 18. 
Ibid. 8. 18. 

8 & 9 Vict. c. 14. 

13 & 14 Vict. c. 93, 
SB. 63, 69 
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Offences and Puniehmenis. 



Suliject Blatter. 
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'Misconduct endangeriiig ship, or life 
or limb, a misdemeanor • • • 
Summary punishments for desertion,'' 
refusal to join, absence without 
leate, disobedience, unlawful com- 
binations, assauhs on officers, 
damage to ship, and embezzlement^ 
of cargo • • , • • 

Such 'punishments not to be inflicted J 
without entry in log . • * 1 

Entries and certificates of desertion to 
be copied, sent home, and admitted 
in evideooe • . • . • 

Master or owner may apprehend 
deserters, &c., without warrant • 

Power to justice to send deserters, f 
&c., on board . . • •!. 

Wages accruing daring imprisonment 
may be foifeited . . . . 

Amount of forfeitures how to be ascer- 
tained when seamen contract by the 
voyage ...... 

Forfeiture for false statement as to last 
ship or name .... 

Application of forfeitures • • • i 

Fines to be deducted from wages, and 

paid to shipping master • • * 

Register tickets of deserters • . . 

^Penalty for harbouring deserters . . A 

Constitutions and functions of navid 
court ...... 

Costs of proceeding, and compensation 

for delay 

^Penalty for preventing complaint • . 



Ck)rreapondiDg ClauM«. 



13 & 14 Vict. c. 93,8. 77. 

7 & 8 Vict c. 112, as. 6, 

7 9. 
13 '& 14 Vict c. 93» 

Bs. 70, 78. 

7 & 8 Vict c. 112, 8. 7. 
13 & 14 Vict c. 93» 
88. 70, 78. 



Ibid. B. 74, 

Ibid. 88. 71, 72. 
7 & 8 Vict. c. 112, 8. 6. 
13 & 14 Vict c. 93, 6. 70. 
Ibid, 8. 80; 15 & 16 Vict 
c. 96, 8. 22, 23. 



7 & 8 Vict c. 1 12, 8. 8. 

13&14 Vict c. 93, 8.75. 
7&8 Vict c. 112,8.9. 
13 & 14 Vict c. 93, 8. 73. 

Ibid. 8. 79. 

7 & 8 Vict c. 112, s. 9. 

Ibid. 8.10; 15 & 16 Vict 

c. 96, 8. 20. 
13&14 Vict c. 93,8.82; 

15&16Victc.96,8.23. 

Ibid. 8. 83. 
Ibid. 8. 84. 
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''Common attaulta may be summarily 
punished by two justices. • 

Offences committed by British seamen 
at foreign ports to be within Admiralty 
jurisdiction 

Conveyance of such oflfenders and wit- 
nesses to England .... 

Depositions taken before consuls to be 1 
received in evidence when witness > 
cannot bf produced . • .J 

Register tickets of offenders «ent1 
home • . . . • • J 



Correeponding Clauses. 



7 &8 Vict. e. 112>s. 44. 



Ibid. s. 58. 

Ibid. ss. 5.9, 60. 

7&8 Vict.c. 112, s. 59. 
13&14yict.o.93>s.ll5. 

7 & 8 Vict. c. 112, Si. 59, 

60. 



MeaM of IfrformaHon, 
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' Changes in cases of foreign-going ships 1 
to be reported . . • • J 

Official log books to be kept in forms 
sanctioned by Board of Trade . 

Penalties for default, and for false or 
improper entries . • • • 

Entries of oflfences, fines, and punish- 
ments, and as to character, to be 
made in log . . . . • 

Entries of illness, injury, and death, 
and of seamen leaving ship, to be 
made in like manner . • t . 

Lists to be made containing certain \ 
particulars relating to the crews . j 

Logs and lists for foreign-going ships 1 
to be delivered to shipping master ^ 
on arrival . • • . • 

Logs and lists for home trade ahips to 
be delivered half-yearly 

Logs and lists to be sent home inl 
cases of transfer or loss of ship • J 

Logs to be ro'delivered to master or 
owner on demand .... 

Ilotum to bo made of ships unem* 
ployed • . • . . . 



13 &] 14 Vict. c. 93, 
ss. 88, 93. 

Ibid. s. 85. 

Ibid. s. 93. 



Ibid. s. 86. 



Ibid. s. 87: 

7&8 Vict. c. 112, ss. 26, 
27. 

7& 8 Vict.c. 112, s. 26. 
13 &14 Vict.c. 93, s. 89. 

7&8 Vict. c.ll2,s. 26. 

13 & 14 Vict. c. 95, s. 93. 

14 & 15 Vict. c. 96, s. 15. 
7 &8 Vict. c. 112, s. 28. 
13&14 Vict. c. 92^s. 91. 

Ibid. s. 92. 

7 &8 Vict. e. IL 
K 2 
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' Powers of procaring returns 

Shipping masters, officers of customs, *] 
&C. to transmit documents re^ > 
ceived by them to registrar . . J 

Officers of customs to make returns of 
ships to registrar . • . • 

Ship*s agreement, &c., to be deposited 
with consuls and officers of customs . 

Shipping officers, consuls, and officers 1 
of customs may inspect documents V 
and muster crews . • .J 

In cases of accident and gross Tiolation 
of law, the Board of Trade may 
appoint special inspectors to report . 

Inspector may call for evidence . . 
^Penalties for obstructing inspectors . • 



Corresponding Clauses. 



13 &U Vict. c. 93,8.102. 
7 &8yict. c. 112, ss. 25, 

29. 
13 & U Vict. c. 93, s. 34. 

7&8 Vict. c. 112,8.27. 

Ibid. 8. 53. 

Ibid. 88. 55, 56. 
13&14YictiC.93,s.l03. 



Ibid. 8. 104. 
Ibid. 8. 105. 
Ibid. 8. 106. 



Protection of Secmimfrom TmposUion on shore. 
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'No debt exceeding 51. to be recover- 
able from a seaman whilst engaged . 

Penalty for overcharges by lodging- 
house keepjBrs • • . ; 

Mode of recovering effects improperly 1 
detained J 

Persons not to be admitted on board 
before arrival of ship without permis- 
sion • •••.. 

Penalty for soliciting seamen to lodge 
in houses of unlicensed persons . • 



7 & 8 Vict. c. 112, 8. 10. 

8 & 9 Vict. c. 116,8. 11. 
7 & 8 Vict. c. 112,8. 10. 
8&9Vict.c. 116,8. 11. 



Ibid. s. 9. 
Ibid. s. 10. 



Mode of Proced/u/re. 



p 

-s 



Misdemeanors and other offenees bow 
to be prosecuted, and sums of^ 
money how to be recowred . 

Jurisdiction to be where offence, &c. 
is committed, or where offender is | 

Service to be made personally, or on 
JKNtrd ship, &c. t . . • • 



7&8 Vict. c. 112,88. 14, 

15, 47, 62. 
8 &9 Vict. c. 116,8. 12. 
13 & 14 Vict. c. 93. 8. 107. 
7 &8 Vict.c. 112, S8. 47, 

62. 
13 & 14 Vict c. 93, s. 108. 

Ibid. 8. 109. 
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SulOect Matter. 






■{ 



ParUea may giTe evidence 



Reduction and mitigation of penal tiei . 
Manner of enforcing orden for payment 

ofwagei 

Manner of enforcing payment of 1 

penalties J 

Application of penal liei • . • 
Costs when a complaint Is dismissed . 
No order, &c., to be yoid for in-l 

formality J 

Distress not unlawful for want of form. 



Limitation of time. 



{ 



Corretponding Clausei. 



& 8 Vict. c. 112, s. 15. 
3&14yit.c.93,s. 110. 
&8 Vict. c. 112|i. 62. 

bid. 8. 15. 

bid. s. 62. 

I & 9 Vict. e. 116, s. 12. 

3&UVict.c.93,s. 111. 

& 8 Vict. c. 112,s. 62. 

& 9 Vict. c. 116, s. 14. 
3& 14 Vict. c. 93,8.112. 
bid. 8. 113. 

6c 8 Vict. c. 112,8.62. 
3&UVict.c.93,8.114. 



3 

I 

e 

Id 



CfolonicU Shipping. 

East Indian and colonial goyemments 
may give directions for enforcing 
this set 

Provisions of this act, when adopted by 
8uch governments, to be enforced as 
to tiieir ships throughout the empire . 

Acts of such governments to be subject 
to disallowance^ &c.y as in ordinary 
cuses •••••« 



Ibid. 8. 120. 



Ibid. 8. 121. 



Ibid. 8. 122. 



I 



MUcellaneouB, 

' As to the disposal of effects uf seamen 

dying abroad 

Penalty for obtaining passage sur- 
reptitiously • . . • • 
Municipal corporations, &e., may grant 
sites for sailors* homes . • . 
Relief to persons from Asia or Africa 
becoming distressed in the United 
Kingdom • • • , • • 
^Pilot8| misconduct of • • • 



7 &8 Vict. c. 112,8.31. 
13 & 14 Vict, c 93, 8. 123. 
Ibid. 8. 124. 



7 & 8 Vict. c. 112, 8. 64. 
15&16 Vict. c. 96, 8. 21. 



Memoraiidum. — All the Provisions in this Act retcUing 
to Register Tickets wei'e discontinued on the 1st of 
October, 1853, tmdei' the au^iorUy cordained in Section 
32o/13<fc 14 Vict,c, 93. 



MEBCHANT SEAMEN^S ACT. 



AN ACT 

TO AMEND AND CONSOLIDAtE THE LAWS RELATING 
TO MBRCHANT SEAMEN { AND FOR ^KEEPING A 
RBGISTER OF SEAMEN. 

7 & 8 VlCTOSIA, CAP. 112. 

Whereas the prosperity, strength, and safety of this United 
Kingdom and Her Majesty's dominions do greatly depend on 
a largo, constant, and ready supply of seamen ; and it is there- 
fore expedient to promote the increase of the number of seamen, 
and to afford them all due encouragement and protection, and 
for this purpose to amend and consolidate the laws relating to 
them ; and it is also expedient to keep a register of seamen : be 
it therefore enacted by the Queen's most excellent Majesty, by 
and with the advice and consent of the lords spiritual and tem- 
poral, and commons, in this present parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, that from and after the first day >pj,^ ^^^ ^ ^ 
of January, one thousand eight hundred and forty-five, from 6 W.4 c. 19 
which day this act shall commence and take eflFect, an act repealed 
passed in the sixth year of the reign of his late Majesty King from and 
William the Fourth, intituled " An Act to amend and con- after 1st Jan. 
solidate the Laws relating to the Merchant Seamen of the ftc 1845, 
United Kingdom, and for forming and maintaining a Register except, ftc. 
of all the Men engaged in that Service," shall be and the same 
is hereby repealed, except so far as such act repeals the acts 
thereby repealed, and except so far as relates to the establish- 
ment, maintenance, and regulations of the ofiBce called ^ The 
General Register Office of Merchant Seamen f provided always 
that all offences which shall have been committed and all penal- 
ties and forfeitures which shall have been* incurred previously 
to the commencement of this act, shall and may be punishable 
and recoverable respectively under the above-mentioned act as 



7 & 8 vioroRiA, 0. 112. 1 17 

If the tame had not been repealed : provided alio, that all aeU 
and thiDgt made, done, or eieealed under or by virtue of and 
in aoeordinee with the provitiont of the nid act patted in the 
aizth year of the reign of hit late Majettj King Willitm the 
Fourth y prior to the commencement of thit act, thall be good, 
Talid, and effsctual to all intentt and purpotet. 

2. And be it enacted, that it thall not be lawful for any Ko tetman 
matter of any thip, of whatever tonnage or detcription, belong- to be taken 
ing to any tubject of Her Majetty, proceeding to parte beyond to sea wUb- 
the tett, or of any Btitith regittered thip of the burden of <>"' ■ written 
eighty tont or upwardt employed in any of the fitheriet of the ■V^vif <nt. 
United Kingdom, or in proceeding coattwite, or otherwite, ^' J^'^"<>*>t a 
ftom one part of the United Kingdom to another, to cany to [|[.\^t*beiDff 
tea any seaman at one of hit crew or complement (apprenticet obuined 
excepted), unlett the matter of tuch thip thall have firtt made f^n g„c|| 
and entered into an tgreement in writing with tuch teaman, seaman, 
epecifying what waget tuch teaman it to be paid, the quantity 
of provitiont he it to receive, the capacity in which he it to act 
or terve, and the nature of the voytge in which the thip it to 
be employed, to that tuch teaman may have tome meant of 
judging of the period for which he it likely to be engaged ; and 
that tuch agreement thall be properly dated, and thall be tigned 
by tuch muter in the firtt instance, and by the teamen retpec- 
tively at the port or place where they thall be thipped ; and 
that the signature of each of the parUet thereto thall be duly 
attested by one witness at the least, and that the master thall Agreement 
cause the agreement to be read over and ezplained to every to be read 
euch teaman in the pretence of tuch witness, before such seaman ^^^^ ^^ *>- 
thall execute the tame ; and it thall not be lawful for the P^^ined to 
matter of any thip to carry to tea any teaman, being a tubject '**°'^^''^* 
of Her Majetty, until he thall alto have first obtained from 
every tuch teaman or other perton hit regitter ticket (to be 
procured at hereinafter mentioned), which ticket the laid 
matter it hereby required to retain (except in the catet herein- 
after provided), until the service of tuch teaman shall have 
terminated, and at the terminatbn of tuch tervice the taid 
matter thai! return the regitter ticket to him.* 

8. And be it enacted, that in the cate of any ships, of what- Regulations 
ever tonnage or description, belonging to any subject or subjects respecting 
of Her Majesty, and proceeding to parts beyond the teat, (except ^^^^^ ^^ 
at hereinafter provided,) the agreement thall be in the form tet •sreemenu, 

* All regutatioDS respecting agreements contained in sections 9, 8, 
4, and A, are repealed, and re-enacted by the 46th and folloirUag 
sections of the Mercantile Marine Act 
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and how to 
be disposed 
o£ 



No ship to 
be cleared 
inwards until 
receipt for 
agreement is 
produced. 



Agreements 
in form of 
schedule (B.) 
not to extend 
beyond 30lh 
Jane and 31st 
December. 

Oimer or 
master to 
deliver such 
agreements 
or copies 
thereof half- 
yearly. 



forth in schedule (A) to this act anneired, and «hall contain 
the several particulars therein mentioned or required ; and the 
master shall, within twenty.four hours after the ship's arrival 
at her final port of destination in this United Kingdom, deliver 
or cause to be delivered to the collector or comptroller of the 
customs at and for such port every sgreement so made as afor^ 
said, or a true copy thereof, and of every endorsement thereon, 
the agreement^ or copy thereofi in either case, to be certified as 
such by such master or owner, and also by the. mate or next 
officer (if any) of such ship or vessel, each of whom is hereby 
required to sign such certificate in the presence of one attesting 
witness at the least ; and if the original agreement be delivered 
to such collector or comptroller he shall retain the same until 
all the wages to which the agreement relates shall be paid or 
satisfied, and then he shall transmit such oiiginal agreement to 
the registrar of seamen; and no such ship shall be cleared 
inwards by the tide surveyor or other officer until the master 
shall produce and show a certificate from such collector or 
comptroller (which he is hereby required to give) to the eflfect 
that he has delivered his agreement, or an attested copy thereof, 
as aforesaid ; and the tide-waiters left on board shall be main- 
tained at the expense of the master or owner until such certifi- 
cate shall be produced and shown, or until it shall be proved 
to the satisfaction of the tide surveyor or other officer that such 
agreement or agreements, or such copy thereof, has or have 
been so delivered as aforesaid; and in the case of any ship 
employed in fishing on the coasts of the United Kingdom or 
proceeding from one part of the United Kingdom to another, or 
proceeding to any of the islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Aldemej, 
Sark, and Man, or to any place on the Continent of Europe 
between the river Elbe inclusive and Brest, the agreement 
shall be in the form set forth in Schedule (B) to this act 
annexed, and shall contain the several particulars therein men« 
tinned or required ; and every such agreement shall not extend 
beyond the thirtieth of June and the thirty-first of Deoember 
in each year, or on arrival in any port of the United Kingdom 
after the same respective dates ; and the owner or master of 
every such ship as last aforesaid shall, within twenty-oi^e days 
next after the thirtieth day of June and the thirty-first day of 
December in each year, transmit or deliver, or cause to be 
transmitted or delivered, to the collector or comptroller of the 
customs of any port of the United KlDgdom, every agreement 
made within the six months next preceding such thirtieth day 
of June and thirty-first day of December respectively, or a truo 
copy thereof, and of every endorsement thereon, certified aa 
aforesaid ; and such collectors and comptrollers respectively 
shall and are hereby required to give a receipt (specifying the 
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nataro of the document) for every agreement or other doeumenty 
or such Gop7 thereof, to the master, owner, or person to deliver- 
ing the same; and no matter or owner, after the expiration of VoimI not to 
the said twenty-one days, shall he entitled to or receive a receive traO' 
transire^ or any other eustoms document necesaary for the sii'«» *<^*i 
conduct of the business of the ship, until he shall produce and until receipt 
show such receipt, or shall prove to the satisfaction of the ^^^'i^^ 
officer that every such agreement, or such copy thereof as J''^**"^^"^. 
aforesaid, has been duly delivered as aforesaid ; and the owner " P*^ "° * 
or master of every ship under the burden of eighty tons, em- ^"^^" <*f 
ployed as last aforesaid, who is not required by this act to enter ^^•■•'" "o^*' 
into any written agreement with his ciew, shall, before employ- jn^oastln^or 
ing any seaman or other person in the service of his ship, ggi,||,g ^^i^q 
receive from every such seaman or other person his regular (q receive 
ticket, and shall retain the same until the service of such sea- tickets from 
man or other person shall have expired, and at the expiration seamen, 
of such service the master shall return the register ticket to the 
person entitled thereto. 

4. And be it enacted, that if any master or owner shall Penalty for 
Garry out to sea any seaman (apprentices excepted) without default, 
having first entered into the required agreement with such 
seaman, or if any master shall not obtain from any seaman or 

other person, being a subject of Her Majesty, his regular ticket, 
according to the provisions of this act, he shall in either and 
every of such cases forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds for 
and in respect of every such seaman { and if any master or 
owner shall neglect to cause such agreement to be read over 
and explained to such seaman before the signing or execution 
thereof by such seaman, the said master or owner shall for each 
neglect forfeit and pay the sum of five pounds for every such 
seaman ; and if any master or owner shall neglect or omit to 
deliver or cause to be delivered to such collector or comptroller 
any such agreement, or such copy thereof, as aforesaid, or shall 
not deliver up any register ticket to the person entitled to it at 
the expiration of his service, or otherwise, as required by this 
act, he shall for every such neglect, omission, or offence forfeit 
and pay the sum of ten pounds, or if any master or owner shall 
deliver or cause to be delivered a false copy of the agreement 
he shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of twenty 
pounds. 

5. And be it enacted, that no seaman, by reason of any Seamen not 
agreement, shall forfeit his lien upon the ship, nor be deprived to be depriv- 
of any remedy for the recovery of his wages to which he would ed of legal 
otherwise be entitled against any person or persons whatever ; remedies. 
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and no agreement contrary to or inconsistent with this act, nor 
any clause, contract, or engagement whereby any seaman shall 
consent or promise to forego or give ap any right or claim to 
salvage or reward for salvage services as shall or may he dae 
to him by decree or award, or otherwise, shall be valid or 
binding on such seaman ; and every copy of an agreement so 
certified and delivered as aforesdd shall in all cases be reooived 
and taken as evidence of the contents of the agreement for and 
on behalf of the seaman ; and no seaman shall in any case be 
required to produce such agreement| or such copy as aforesaid, 
or to give notice for the production thereof; but in case the 
agreement shall not be produced and proved, he shall be at 
liberty to prove the contents or purport thereof, or to establish 
his claim by other evidence, according to the nature of the case. 

6. And be it enacted, that in case a seaman, whether before 
the commencement or during the progress of any voyage, shall 
at any time neglect or refuse to join the ship on board of whieh 
he shall have engaged to serve, or shall refuse to proceed to 
sea in such ship, or shall absent himself therefrom without 
leave, or shall desert, it shall be lawful for any justice of the 
peace in and for any of Her Majesty's dominions, or the terri- 
tories under the government of the East India Company, where 
or near to the place where such ship shall happen to be, or 
where such seaman shall be found, and such justice is hereby 
required, upon complaint made upon oath by the master, mate, 
or owner, or his agent, to issue his warrant, and cause such 
seaman to be apprehended, and brought before him ; and in 
case such seaman shall not give a reason to the satisfisction of 
such justice for his neglect, refusal, or absence, as the case may 
be, or in case of desertion, it shall be lawful for any such 
justice, upon due proof of such neglect, refusal, absence, or 
desertion, to commit such seaman to prison or to the House of 
Correction, there to be imprisoned Mith or \rithout hard labour, 
at the discretion of such justice, for a period not exceeding 
thirty days ; or it shall be lawful for the said justice, if be 
shall so think fit, at the request of the master, mate, or owner, 
or his agent, instead of committing such seaman, to cause him 
to be conveyed on board the said ship, or to be delivered to the 
master, mate, or owner, or his agent, for the purpose of being 
so conveyed and proceeding on the voyage, and also to award to 
the master or owner such costs incurred in the apprehension of 
the seaman as to such justice shall seem reasonsble, not exceed- 
ing in any case the sum of forty shillings, which shall be charge- 
able sgainst and may be deducted from the wages of such 
seaman ; and whenever any seaman shall be committed to 
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priion or to any house of eoirection, the juitico tball giiim hit nan com- 
registar ticket to be delivered to the goveroor or keeper of tuch mitted to 
prison or boose of correction^ who shall retain the same daring priioo bii 
the period of the seaman's imprisonment, and at the expiration t'^^^t ^ ^ 
of such period shall return the regiiter ticket to the seaman ; <>«^*^«<^ ^ 
and wbenever a seaman shall be sentenced to death or trans- '*®'^''' 
portation, the oflScer having the custody of such seaman shall 
transmit his register ticket to the registrar of seamen.* 

7. And be it enacted, that if any seaman during the time or Forreliure 
period specified for his service shall wilfully and without leave for tempo- 
absent himself from the ship, or otherwise from his duty, he rary absence 
■ball (in all eases not of desertion, or not treated as such by from or re- 
the master,) forfeit out of his wages the amount of two days' fuial to per- 
pay, and for every twenty-four hours of such absence the '*^'^™ ^^ 
amount of six days' pay, or, at the option of the master, the '"^^* 
amoont of such ezpences as shall have been necessarily incurred 

in hiring a substitute : and in case any seaman while he shall 
belong to the ship shall without sufficient cause neglect or refuse 
to perform such his duty as shall he reasonably required of him 
by the msster or other person in command of the ship, he shall 
be subject to a like forfeiture in respect of every such ofifence, 
and of every twenty-four hours* continuance thereof ; and in 
case any such seaman after the ship^s arrival at her port of 
delivery, and before her cai|;o shall be dischai^ged, shall quit 
the ship, without a previous discharge or leave from the master, 
he shall forfeit one month's pay out of his wages : provided Proviso, 
always, that no such forfeiture shall be incurred unless the fact 
of the seaman's absence, neglect, or refusal shall be duly entered * 
in the ship's log-book, the truth of which entry it shall be 
incumbent on the owner or master, in all cases of dispute, to 
substantiate by the evidence of the mate or some other credible 
witness.* 

8. And be it enacted, that in all cases where the seaman ||o«r amount 
shall have contracted for wages by the voyage or by the run or of forfeiture 
by the share, and not by the month or other stated period of is to be as- 
time, the amount of forfeitures to be incurred by seamen under certained 
this set shall he ascertained in manner following ; (that is to ^I'^n seamen 
say,) if the whole time spent in the voyage agreed upon shall contract for 
exceed one calendar month, the forfeiture of one month*8 pay ^*** ▼oJMe. 
expressed in this act shall be accounted and taken to be a for- 
feiture of a sum of money bearing the same proportion to the 

whole wages or share as a calendar month shall bear to the 

* See 13 ft 14 Vict o. 98, ss. 70, 78 ; 14 ft 15 Vict, c, 96. s. 17 ; 16 ft 
17 Vict. e. 181, s 88. 
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whole time spent in the yojage ; and in like mftoner a forfei- 
ture of six days' pay, or less, shall be accounted and taken to 
be a forfeiture of a sum bearing^ the same proportion to the 
whole wages or share as the six days or other period shall bear 
to the whole time spent in the vovage ; and if the whole time 
spent in the voyage shall not exceed the period for which the 
pay is to be forfeited, the forfeiture shall be accounted and 
taken to be a forfeiture of the whole wages or share; and the 
master or owner is hereby authorised to dedact the amount of 
all forfeitures out of the wages or share of any seaman incurring 
the same. 

Forfeiture ^* '^^^ ^ ^^ enacted, that any seaman or other person who 

for desertion; *^^^^ desert the ship to which he shall belong, shall forfeit to 
the owner thereof all his clothes and effects which he may leave 
on board, and he shall also forfeit all wages and emoluments to 
which he might otherwise be entitled ; and in case of any sea- 
man deserting abroad he shall likewise forfeit all wages and 
emoluments whatever which shall be or become due or be 
agreed to be paid to him from or by^ the owner or master of any 
other ship in the service whereof such seaman may have engaged 
for the voys^e back to the United Kingdom; and that all 
wages and portions of wages and emoluments which shall in 
any case whatever become forfeited for desertion shall be 
applied, in the first instance, in or towards the reimbursement 
of the expenoes occasioned by such desertion to' the owner or 
master of the ship from which the seaman shall have deserted^ 
and the remainder shall be paid to the Seamen's Hospital 
Society ; and the master shall, in case of desertion in the United 
Kingdom y deliver up the register ticket of such seaman or other 
person to the collector or comptroller of the customs at the 
port : provided always, that every desertion be entered in the 
log-book at the time, and certified by the signatures of the 
master and the mate, or the master and one other credible wit- 
ness ; and that the absence of a seaman from his ship for any 
time within twenty-four hours immediately preceding the sailing 
of the ship from any port, whether before the commencement 
or daring the progress of any voyage, wilfully and knowingly, 
without permission, or the wilful absence of a seaman from his 
ship at or for any time without permission, and under circum* 
stances showing an intention to abandon the same, and not return 
thereto, shall be deemed a desertion of and from the same ship; 
and in case any seaman shall desert in parts beyond the sea% 
and the master of the ship shall engage a substitute at a higher 
rate of wages than that stipulated in the agreement to be paid 
to the seaman so deserting, the owner or master of the ship 
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•hal] b« entitled to reeoTor from the detartery by Bumniary 
proceeding, in the Mine manner ai penalties are bj this act 
made recoverable (so far ss the same can be applied), anj excess 
of wages or portion thereof which such owner or master shall 
pay to such substitute beyond the amount which would have 
been payable to the deserter in case he had duly performed his 
ieryice pursuant to his agreement : provided slwaysy that no 
seaman shall be imprisoned longer than three calendar months 
for non-payment of any such excess of wages.* 

10. And be it enacted, that if any person shall wilfully P«°«lty for 
harbour or secrete any seaman or apprentice who shall have ^■rboarinf 
deserted from his ship, knowing or having reason to believe **''^'''* 
■uch seaman or apprentice to be a deserter, every person so 
offending shall for every such seaman or apprentice so harboured 

or secreted forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds ; and no debt ^^ ^^^' *<* 
exoeeding in amount five shillingSi incurred by any seaman needing Q«. 
after he shall have engaged to serve, shall be recoverable until f^om r*^^" 
the service agreed for shall have been ooncluded ; nor shall it ^^ i\\\^' 
be lawful for any keeper of a public house, or of a lodging yQj„^ j, 
house for seamen, to detain any chest, tools, or other property ended. 
of any seaman for any debt alleged to have been contracted by 
him ; and in case of such detention of the chest, tools, or other 
property of a seaman, it shall be lawful for any justice of the Seamen's 
peace at or near the place, open complaint upon oath to be *^^^' <*o* to 
made by such seaman or on his behalf, to inquire into the (»^«^*n«d 
matter upon oath in a summary way ; and if it shall sppear to "" ^'^'r'd'bt. 
such justice that the alleged claim is fraudulent, or that the 
debt was not fairly incurred to the full amount of the claim, by 
warrant under his hand and seal, to cause such effects to be 
seized and delivered over to such seaman ; snd the person so ^'^alty. 
detaining the same shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding 
ten pounds, at the discretion of such justice.f 

11. And be it enacted, that the master or owner of every The period 
•hip shall and is hereby required to pay to every seaman his ^i^^'" which 
wages within the respective periods following; (that is to say,) T*'*! .*^* *° 
if the ship shall be employed in coasting, the wages shall be ' ^ 

paid within two days after the termination of the agreement, or 
at the time when any such seaman shall be discharged, which- 
ever shall first happen; and if the ship shall be employed 
otherwise than coasting, then the wages shall be paid at the 
latest within three days after the cargo shall have been delivered, 
or within seven days after the Bcaman*s discharge, whichever 

* Bee 13 ft 14 Vict e. 98. ss. 70, 78 ; U ft 15 Vict. c. 96, s. 47. 
t See 8 ft 9 Vict, c 116, s. 11 ; 14 ft 15 Vict. o. 96, s. 20. 



1^4 THE shipmaster's 



GUIDE. 



shall first happen ; and in all cases the seaman shall^ at the 
time of his discharge, be entitled to be paid^ on account, a sum 
equal to one-fourth part of the balance due to him ; and in case 
the master or owner shall neglect or refuse to make payment 
in manner aforesaid, he shall for every such neglect or refusal 
forfeit and pay to the seaman the amount of two days' pay (to 
bo recovered as wages) for each day, not exceeding ten days, 
during which payment shall, without sufficient cause, be delayed 
beyond the respective periods aforesaid : provided always, that 
nothing in this clause contained shall extend to the cases of 
ships employed in the Southern Whale Fishery, or on voyages 
for which seamen, by the terms of their i^reement, are wholly 
compensated by shares in the profits of the adventure. 

wacea or sal. ^^' "^^^ ^ ** enacted and declared, that every such payment 
vage to be ' ^^ wages to a seaman shall be valid and effectual in law, not- 
deemed withstanding any bill of sale or assignment which may have 
valid, not- been made of such wages, or of any attachment or incumbrance 
withfttaoding thereon, and that no assignment or sale of wages or salvage 
bill of sale, made prior to the accruing thereof, nor any power of attorney 
&c. expressed to be irrevocable for the receipt of any such wages or 
salvage, shall be valid or binding upon the party making the 
same, and any attachment to be issued from any court what- 
ever shall not prevent the payment of wages to any seaman ; 
Allowance ^^^ jf during the voyage the allowance of provisions which a 
or 8 or pro- g^j^mmj agreed to receive shall be reduced one-third of the 
quantity or less he shall receive fourpence per day, and if the 
reduction be more than one- third he shall receive eightpence 
per day, during the period such respective deductions may be 
made, and such pecuniary allowance shall be paid to him ia 
addition to and be recoverable as wages.* 

as rs to 23^ ^Q^ ^ {^ enacted, that upon the dischai^ of a seaman 

their c^iii? ^'^^^ *^y B^iPf ^^ upon payment of the wages to him, he shall 

catei on the! ^^®^^® from the master, and the master is hereby required to 

discharge. fi>^^® ^^ hixD, not only his register ticket, but also a certificate of 

such seaman's service and discharge, in the form set forth in 

schedule (E.) to this act annexed, specifying the period of his 

service, and the time and place of his discharge, which certificate 

shall be signed by the master, and if the master shall not give 

Penalty for such certificate to such seaman he shall forfeit and pay to him 

default. the sum of five pounds. 

For obtain- 14. And be it enacted, that if three days after the termina- 
Ing imme- tion of the stipulated service, or if three days after a seaman 

* See 18 & 14 Vict, c 93, s. 81. 
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%haU baye been ditebarged, he thall be deairous of proeeedin{( dlate pay- 
on another Tojragte, knd in order thereto, or for any other suffi- °)eiit of 
cient reason, thall require immediate payment of any amount of ^*Ke* in 
Tvages not exceeding twenty poundt, due to him, it thall be c«T'*incaMt. 
lawful for any justice of the peace, in and for any part of Her 
Majesty's dominions or the territories under the government of 
the East India Company, where or near to the port or place 
where such serrice shall have terminated, or such seaman shall 
have been discliargcd, or the party or parties liable shall be or 
reside, on application from such seaman , and on satisfactory 
proof that he would be prcTonted from employment or incur 
•erious lost or inconvenience by delay, to summon such party 
or parties before him, and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of 
such justice that there is no reasonable cause for delay, to order 
payment to be made forthwith, and in default of immediate 
compliance with such order such party or parties shall forfeit 
and pay to such seaman, in addition to his wages, the sum of 
five pounds* 

15. And be it enacted, that in all eases of wages, not Summary 
exceeding twenty pounds, which shall be due and payable to mode of re 
any seaman, it shall be lawful for any justice of the peace in coTering 
and for any part of Her Majesty's dominions or the territories ^*V^"*4 
under the government of the East India Company, where or 
near to the place where the ship shall have ended her voyage, 
cleared at the custom-house, or discharged her cargo, or where 
or near to the plsce where the party or either of the parties upon 
whom the claim is made shall be or reside, upon complaint on 
oath made to such justice by such seaman, or on his behalf, to 
summon such perty or partiet to appear before him to answer 
luch complaint; and upon the appearance of such party or 
parties, or, in default thereof, on due proof of him or them 
having been so summoned, surh justice is hereby empowered to 
examine the parties and their respective witnesses (if there be 
any) upon oath, touching the complaint, and the amount of 
wages due, and to inspect any agreement or copy thereof, if 
produced, and make such order for payment of the said wages^ 
not exceeding twenty pounds, with the costs incurred by the 
seaman in prosecuting such claim, as shall to such justice appear 
reasonable and just ; and in case such order shall not be obeyed 
ivithin two days next after the making thereof, it thall be lawful 
for such justice to issue his warrant to levy the amount of the 
wages awarded to be due, by distress and sale of the goods and 
chattels of the party on whom such order for payment shall be 
made, rendering to such party the overplus (if any shall remain 
of ^the produce of the sale), after deducting thereout all the 

I. 2 
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costs, charges, and ezpenccs incurred by the seaman fn the 
making and prosecuting of the complaint,- as vreW as the costs 
and charges of the distress and leyy ; or to cause the amount 
of the said wages, costs, charges, and ezpences to be levied on 
the ship in respect of the service on board which the wages are 
claimed, or on the tackle and apparel thereof; and if such ship 
shall not be within the jurisdiction of such justice, or such levy 
cannot be made, or shall prove insufficient, then he is hereby 
empowered to cause the party upon whom the order shall be 
made to be apprehended, and committed to the common gaol 
of the district or county, there to remain without bail until 
payment shall be made of the amount of the wages so awarded, 
and of all costs and expences attending the recovery thereof ; 
and the award and decision of such justice as aforesaid, shall be 
final and conclusive. 
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16. And he it enacted, that all the rights, liens, privilegef, 
and remedies (save such remedies as are against a. master him- 
selO which by this act, or by any law, statute, custom, or usage, 
belong to any seaman or mariner, not being a master mariner, 
in respect to the recovery of his wages, shall, in the case of the 
bankruptcy or insolvency of the owner of the ship, also belong 
»nd be extended to masters of ships or master mariners, in 
respect to the recovery of wages due to them from the owner 
of any ship belonging to any of Her Majesty's subjects ; and 
that no suit or proceeding for the recovery of wages shall, 
unless they exceed twenty pounds, be instituted against the 
•hip, or the master or owner thereof, either in any Court of 
Admiralty or Vice- Admiralty Court, or any Court of Record 
in Her Majesty's dominions, or the territories under the govern- 
ment of the E^st India Company, unless the owner of the ship 
•hall be bankrupt or insolvent, or the ship shall be under arrest 
or sold by the authority of any Admiralty or Vice- Admiralty 
Court, or unless any magistrate acting under the authority of 
this act shall refer the case to be adjudged by any such court 
or courts, or unless neither the owner nor master shall be or 
reside at or near the port or place where the service shall have 
terminated, or where any seaman shall have been discharged or 
put on shore. 

17* And he it enacted, that whenever any ship whatever^ 
belonging to any subject of Her Majesty, shall he sold, trans- 
ferred, or disposed of at any port out of Her Majesty's 
dominions, in all such cases (unless the crew in the presence 
of the British consul or vice-consul, or in case of there not 
being any such consul or vice-consul, then in the presence of 
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one or more Britiih retideot mercbanU, not interetted in tlie maiMr or 
said ship, ihall signify their consent in writing to complete the owner, and 
▼ojrai(e if continued), or whenever the service of any seaman tici^e* •nd 
shall terminate at any place out of Her Majesty's dominions, *![^[f**'*. 
the master shall and he is hereby required to give to each of wT^i^? ' 
the crew, and to each of the seamen whose service shall tei^ 
minate as last aforesaid, a certificate of discharge in the said 
form set forth in schedule (E), and also his register-ticket, 
and, besides paying the wages to which they shall respectively 
be entitled, either to provide them with adequate employment 
on board some other British vessel homeward bound, or to 
furnish the means of sending them back to the port in Her 
.Majesty's dominions at which they were originally shipped, or 
to such other port in the United Kingdom as shall be agreed 
upon between him and them respectively, or to provide them 
with a passage home, or to deposit with the consul or vice- 
consul, merchant or merchanta as aforesaid, such a sum of 
money aa shall by them be deemed sufficient to defray the 
ezpenoet of the subsistence and passage of such seamen ; and if 
the master shall refuse or negleet so to do, such ezpences, 
when defrayed by tuoh consul or vice-consul, or any other 
person on behalf of the seamen, shall be a charge upon the 
owner of such ship, except in cases of barratry, and may be 
recovered against such owner as so much money paid to his 
use, t<^etber with full costs, at^the suit of the consul or other 
person defraying such ezpencea, or as a debt due to Her 
Majesty, in case the same shall have been allowed to the 
consul out of the public moneys, and if defrayed by the 
seaman shall be recoverable as wages due to him ; and in all 
. casce of wreck or loss of the ship every surviving seaman Wages to be 
ahall be entitled to his wages up to the period of the wreck or paid la case 
loss of the ship, whether such ship shall or shall not have of wreck, 
previously earned freight ; provided the seaman shall produce 
a certificate from the master or chief surviving officer of the 
ebip, to the effect that he had exerted himself to the utmost to 
save the ship, caigo, and stores. 

18. And be it enacted, that every ship navigating between A supply of 
the United Kingdom and any place out of the same shall have medicines, 
and keep constantly on board a sufficient supply of medicines l^°*oiuice» 
and medicaments suitable to accidents and diseases arising on *"'*'^* ^^ 
sea voyages, in accordance with the scale which shall from jo^^e keot ' 
time to time or at any time be issued by the Lord High ^^^^ and^*^ 
. Admiral, or by the commissioners for executing the office of seamen hurt 
Lord High Admiral, and published in the LoncUm Oaeette ; in Uie service 
and every ship (except those bound to European ports or to of the ship to 
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ports in the Mediterranean Sea) tball alto have on board « 
sufficient quantity of lime or lemon juice, sugar, and vinegar, 
the lime or lemon juice, sugar, and vinegar to be served out to 
the crew whenever they shall have been consuming salt 
provisions for ten days; the lime or lemon juice and sugar 
daily, after the rate of half an ounce each per day, and tlie 
vinegar weekly, at the rate of half a pint per week to each 
person, so long as the consumption of salt provisions be con. 
tinned ; and in case any default shall be made in providing 
and keeping such medicines, mediraments, and lime orHemon 
juice, sugar, and vinegar, the owner of the ship shall incur a 
penalty of twenty pounds for each and every default ; and in 
case of default of serving out such lime or lemon juice, sugar^ 
or vinegar as aforesaid, the master shall incur a penalty of five 
pounds for each and every default ; and in case the master or 
any seaman shall receive any hurt or injury in the service of 
the ship^ the ezpence of providing the necessary suigical and 
medical advice, with attendance and medicines, and for bis 
subsistence until he shall have been cured, or shall have been 
brought back to some port of the United Kingdom, si all, 
together with the costs of his conveyance to the United 
Kingdom, be defrayed by the said owner of the ship, without 
any deduction whatever on that account from the wages of 
such roaster or seaman ; and, if paid by any officer or other 
person on behalf of Her Majesty, the amount, with full costs of 
suit, shall be recovered as a debt due to Her Majesty ; and 
every ship having one hundred persons or upwards on board, 
and every ship the voyage of which shall be deemed under the 
provisions of the act passed in the sixth year of the reign of her 
present Majesty, intituled ** An Act for regulating the Car- 
liage of Passengers in Merchant Vessels," to exceed twelve 
weeks, having fifty persons or upwards on board, shall have on 
board, as one of her complement, some person duly authorised 
by law to practise in this kingdom as a physician, surgeon, or 
apothecary ; and in case of every default the owner shall incur 
a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds.* 

Maintenance 19. And whereas in and by the said act passed in the sixth 
of general year of the reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth 
register and it was provided, that as soon as conveniently might be after tbio 
record office passing of that act there should be established in the Port of 
London an office to be called ** The General Register Office 
of Merchant Seamen," which should consist of a registrar 
and such assistants and clerks, with such salaries and allow- 
ances as should be fixed and regulated from time to time by 

* See 13 & 14 Vict. c. 93, ss. 64, 65 ; 14 ft 15 Vict, c 96, ss. 18, 19. 
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the Lord High Adminl or the commiisioQers for executing 
the office of Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom for 
the time heing ; and that such office thould be kept at the 
custom-house of the taid port and daily attendance be given 
thereat during the usual hours of business there ; and that the 
aaid registrar, his assistants and clerks, should be under tlio 
control and directions of the said Lord High Admiral or the 
commissioners for executing the office aforesaid for the time 
being : and whereas such office was established under and in 
pursuance of the said act, and it is expedient to maintain. and 
continue the same under the title of ** The General Register 
and Record Office of Seamen ; ** be it therefore enacted, that 
such office, salaries, and allowances, with everything apper- 
taining to the said office, shall he maintained and continued in 
manner and form, and subject to such regulations, directions, and 
control, as the said Lord High Admiral or the commissioners for 
executing the office of Lord High Admiral for the time being 
have directed or shall direct; and the said Lord Higli Admiral or 
the commissioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral 
for the time being shall have power to fix and regulate such fees 
as he or they may deem proper to be paid by the applicants for 
the inspectioB and copies of documents in the said office.*- 

20. And be it enacted, that every person, being a subject of Register 
Her Majesty, intending to serve on board any ship subject to tickets to be 
the provisions of this act (except as master or physician, procured, 
luigeon or apothecary), shall and he is hereby required to 
provide himself with a register ticket, and for that purpose to 
apply personally at the General Register and Record Office of 
Seamen in London, or at the custom-houses of tlie several 
outports of the United Kingdom ; and every applicant is 
hereby required to answer truly, to the best of his ability i^ all 
the questions set forth in schedule (F) to this act annexed, 
before he shall be entitled to receive his register ticket ; and 
no person shall serve in any capacity on board any ship subject 
to any of the provisions of this act (except the master, physi- 
cian, surgeon or apothecary) who is not possessed of such 
register ticket; and the masters of all apprentices who shall J*"^®"'® 
be bound after the commencement of this act, or whose J*"^*"* »™"- 
apprenticeship shall be in force when this act takes effect, ^"™^",*J,^ 
shall, before commencing a voyage, bring all indentures and ^ ^^ ^^^^ , 
assignments of apprenticeships, together with the apprentices ^^^^ toobialn 
themselves, to the registrar of seamen in London, or to the ^ck«u. 
custom-house of the nearest port, in order that each of such 
apprentices may be furnished with a register ticket, which 
* See 18 ft 14 Vict. c. 93, ss. 32, 37< 
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ticket thall be annexed and be kept annexed to tbe original io- 
dentare retained hj the master, and ihall be deliyered up to the 
apprentice by the master at the expiration of the apprenticeship; 
and the registrar of seamen and the collectors and comptrol- 
lers of customs respectively are hereby required to grant such 
tickets to all seamen and other persons requiring the same^ 
and duly complying with the provisions aforesaid. 1 

Altering. &c. 21. And be it enacted, that if any person shall alter or 

a register destroy a register ticket, or counterfeit, transfer, or traffic in, 

ticket, a mis- for gain or otherwise, or attempt to counterfeit, transfer, or 

demeanor traffic in, for gain or otherwise, any register ticket issued or 

purporting to be issued pursuant to the provisions of this act, 

he shall for every such offence be guilty of a misdemeanor; 

and any person becoming possessed of a registered ticket, other 

Penalty of than that legally issued to him, shall forthwith transmit the 

201. if ticket same to the registrar of seameu, and in case of default he shall 

be not trans- for every such offence forfeit and pay a sum of twenty pounds, 
milted. 

22. And be it enacted, that if any seaman shall lose hit 
register ticket he shall forthwith appear in person, and repr»- 
sent his case to the registrar of seamen in London, or the 
collector or comptroller of customs at any of the outports ; 
and he shall truly answer all reasonable questions put to him 
by the said registrar or officer of customs ; and if it appear that 
DO fraud has been committed, and tbe loss was unavoidable, he 
ihall be furnished with another register ticket ; but if it appear 
that the seaman did not take due and reasonable care of his 
former ticket, or if he shall not give a satisfactory account of 
the same, he shall be liable to a penalty of not exceeding ten 
shillings and not less than two shillings, and shall not be 
entitled to any other ticket until sueh penalty shall be paid ; 
False answer *^^^ every person who shall apply for any ticket^ and shall give 
a misde> a false answer to any reasonable question whk^ may be put to 
meanor. him by the registrar of seamen, or his assistant, or by the 

collector or comptroller of customs with reference to the 
granting such ticket, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Register 23. And be it enacted, that all district registrars of births, 

tickets of deaths and marriages shall, and they are hereby required to 
parties dead, demand from the person registering the death of any seaman 
the register ticket of such seaman, and, if delivered to any 
such registrar, he shall forthwith forward the same to the 
registrar of seamen ; and no person, other than the said 
registrar of seamen, shall retain the ticket of a . deceased 
seaman; and if any person shall retain any such ticket for 
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tDore than twenty dayi after the death of anj lach leamaD, or 
ten dayi after the arriTal of the ship in the United Kingdom 
shonld the seanaan die ftbroad, he shall be liable to a penalty of 
not exceeding five pound* in respeet of eyery luch register 
ticket BO detained. 

24. And be it enacted, that a list ahall be prepared from LUt of can- 
time to time by the registrar of seamen, setting forth the celled tickets 
numbers of all the register tickets that ha^e been cancelled by to be pre- 
reason of the death of seamen or otherwise within the pre- P^red by re- 
ceding six calendar months ; and such lists shall be published ffi>t<^>', and 
half-yearly in the l/mdon Gazette, and shall also be trans- PuMi'hed 
mitted by the said registrar from time to time to the oolleetors ^J'^^* 
and comptrollers of customs, to be by them conspicuously ^(^^.f^iKr* r 
exhibited in the custom-houses and other stations of their ^^ appUca^ 
respective ports, and copies of such lists shall be delivered to tion. 

any master or owner on application ; and every master or p^Q^u- fo- 
owner entering into an agreement with any seaman producing „,!„_ ^^^ 
such cancelled ticket, shall be liable to and incur a penalty of eelled ticket 
not exceeding five pounds; and every seaman tendering or ^c. 
delivering to a master a cancelled ticket, or any other ticket 
not legally issued to him, or falsely representing himself to be 
a foreigner, shall forfeit to the owner all wages which shall 
become due to him daring the service, for which he shall agree 
or shall have agreed* 

25. And be it enacted, that duplicates of all register tickets, Paptrs and 
and all papers and documents delivered or transmitted to and documents 
retained by the said registrar, shall be by him recorded, pre- to be re- 
served, and kept ; and every copy of such duplicate tickets, corded, 
papers, and documents, or any of them, certified by the said Certified 
registrar or his assistant to be a true copy, shall be admitted copiet to be 
in evidence as fully as the original thereof ; and every copy of eridence. 

a document and endorsement thereon, which may be delivered 
by any owner or master under the provisions of this act, shall 
and may be admitted in evidence against such owner and 
master, and each of them, as fully as the original of such 
document and endorsement. 

26. And be it enacted, that the master of every ship Masters of 

belonging to any subject of Her Majesty, and bound to parts ihlps trading 

beyond the seas, except in the cases hereinafter mentioned, abroad to 

shall, before he leaves his first port of departure from the delirer lists 

United Kingdom, transmit or deliver, or cause to bo transmitted of theircrews 

or delivered, to the collector and comptroller of customs at ^" ^^^''^ ^^ 

such port, a list, signed by himself, of the names of his crew P*^""' *<*<* 
■^ » o .^ » return. 
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(including apprentices), with the numbers of their register 
ticlcets, and the capacity in which they are serving on boatd, 
in the form set forth in schedule (G) to this act annexed ; * 
and if any subsequent change in bis crew take place before 
finally leaving the United Kingdom, the owner or master shall^ 
upon such change taking place, apprise the collector and 
comptroller of the customs at the port where it occurs, by 
transmitting an amended list in the same form ; and the 
master or owner of every such ship shall, within forty-eight 
hours after the arrival of such ship at her final port of desti« 
nation in the United Kingdom, transmit or deliver, or cause to 
be transmitted or delivered, to the collector or comptroller 
of the customs at such port, an account or list, signed by 
himself, of all the seamen and others (including apprenticea) 
who shall have belonged to the ship at any time during her 
absence from the United Kingdom ; which account or list shall 
contain a full, true, and correct return, under their respective^ 
heads, of the several particulars expressed in the form set forth 
in the schedule annexed to this act, and marked (C), with 
christian names and surnames of the master and all the crew 
at full length, and with the dates of the registry of the inden- 
tures of the apprentices, and the assignments respectively, and 
the port at which and the time when they were respectively 
registered, and also the numbers of the register tickets, of 
Vessels not every apprentice and seaman ; and no vessel shall be cleared 
tOi^be cleared inwards by the tide-surveyor or other officer until the master 
ir^hlf *""*** or owner shall produce a certificate from the collector or 
," . '*°* comptroller (which he is hereby required to give) to the effect 
that he has rendered such accounts or lists as aforesaid ; and 
the tide-waiters or other officers left on board shall be main- 
tained at the expence of the master or owner until such account* 
or lists shall be duly delivered as aforesaid.f 

Masters of 27. And be it enacted, that within twenty-one days after the 

horn' *a d * *^''''®*** ^*y of •'"°® *°^ *^« thirty-first day in December in 

flihin/t d ^^^^ y®**^* *^* master or owner of every ship belonging to a 

to return *uhject of Her Majesty, of whatever tonnage, employed in fishing 

lisu half. 0^ ^^® coasts of the United Kingdom or elsewhere^ other than 

yearly. ^^ ^^® South Sea, Greenland, and Newfoundland fisheries, or in 

proceeding from one part of the United Kingdom to another, 

and every ship proceeding or making voyages to any of the 

islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney, Sark, and Man, or to 

* This provision Is repealed and altered by sec. 47 of Mercantile 
Marine Act. 

* See H Ac 15 Vict c. 96, s. 7, SO: 14 & 15 Vict. c. 103, s, 32 ; 1» 
As 14 Vict.c. 93,s.89. 
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My port on the continent of Europe, between the river Elbe 
incIusWe ind Brett, shall deliver or transmit, or cause to be 
delivered or transmitted, to the collector or comptroller of the 
customs of any port of the United Kingdom, an account, signed 
by such master or owner, of any voyage or voyages in which such 
ship shall have been engaged during the preceding half-year, 
ending on the reiipective days above-mentioned, and setting forth 
legibly and at full length the christian and surnames of the 
several persons (including the master and apprentices) who shall 
have belonged to the ship at any time during such periods re- 
spectively ; which account shall be in the form and shall con- 
tain a true and correct return under their respective heads of 
the several particulars expressed in the schedule marked (D) 
to this act annezed,with the dates of the registry of the inden- 
tures of apprenticeship and assignments respectively, and the 
ports at which and the time when they were respectively regis- 
tered, and the numbers of the register tickets of every seaman 
and apprentice ; and no master or owner shall be entitled to or Vessels not 
receive a transire or other customs document necessary to to receive 
enable him to conduct the business of his ship, after the expira- transire until 
tion of the said twenty-ono days^ until he shall produce and li"ts be deli- 
show a certificate from such collector or comptroller (which he ▼«''«d. 
is hereby required to give), to the effect that he has delivered 
such an account ; and in the case of ships of all descriptions Owners of 
which may be unemployed for six months, or which may be vessels un- 
employed and not require a transire or other customs document, employed, or 
the master or owner shall notify the same to such collector or °®* requiring 
comptroller within such twenty-one days, and in case of every ^^"•'o"" <*<>- 
default, the master or owner shall be liable to a penalty of ten ^^^ff "!t* *° 
pounds ; and all collectors and comptrollers of customs of the ,0,^,^ 
ports to which the vessels belong shall transmit a list of all such p i, i> 
ships, and of all ships of every description registered or licensed, ^[121^11 ^' 
or whose registries or licenses have been transfeiTed or cancelled 
in their respective ports within each half-year ending as afore- 
said, to the said registrar at the said office, on or before the first 
day of February and the first day of August in each year 
respectively.* 

28. And be it enacted, that in case any ship belonging to any etum to be 
subject of Her Majesty shall be lost, sold, or transferred, an made in case 
account, containing a similar return as required in the several of ship lost or 
and respective cases before mentioned, made out up to the "*^^ ebroad. 
period of such loss, sale, or transfer, shall, if practicable, be de- 
livered or transmitted by the master or owner at the time of the 
loes, sale, or transfer, to the collector or compti'oiler of the port 

* See 13 ai 14 Vict.c. 03, ss. 90. 91 , 93 ; 14 & 16 VicU c. 96,n. 15 , 83> 
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to whicb the ship belongs, with all convenient speed ; and in 
case such loss, sale, or transfer shall take place out of the 
United Kingdom, within twelve calendar months at furthest 
after the loss, sale, or transfer of the ship. 

Lists, &C, to 29. And be it enacted, that all indentures, counterparts, 
be trans- assignments, lists, accounts, returns, papers, register tickets, and 
milted to the documents, bj this act required to be delivered to the collectors 
registrar. ©r comptrollers as aforesaid stall be by them transmitted to the 
said registrar for the purposes of this act at the end of every 
week, unless otherwise specified in this act ; and every owner 
Penalty on or master who shall refuse or neglect to transmit, deliver, or 
the owner or cause to be delivered, any list* account, register ticket, or other 
master for document, as required by this act, shall for every such refusal 
neglect or neglect, forfeit and pay the sum of ten pounds.* 

Lists, &c. in 30. And be it enacted, that all agreements, or copies thereof, 
the case of lists, returns, register tickets, and other document*, which 
pleasure under the provisions of this act are required to be transmitted 
yachts to be ©j delivered to the collectors or comptrollers of customs of the 
transmitted ggyeral ports in the United Kingdom, shall, in the case of 
I e regis- pleasure yachts, be transmitted or delivered by the masters or 
owners of such yachts direct to the registrar of seamen, and the 
owners or masters thereof shall be liable to the same penalties 
for default as herein provided in the cases of the masters or 
owners of other ships /ailing to transmit or deliver such docu- 
ments to such collectors and comptrollers.* 

As to the 31. And be it enacted, that whenever any seaman, being 

disposal of abroad, shall die elsewhere than on board a ship belonging to 
the effects of ^^y subject of Her Majesty, leaving any money or effects not 

TJu^^lld °° **°*'"*^ ^" '^^'P' ^* ^^^^^ ^® ^*^^"^ ^°^ ^®' Majesty's consul or 
* vice-consul at or nearest to the place, and he is hereby required 

to claim and take charge of all such money and effects, and to 
dispose of the said effects, if he shall so think fit, and after 
deducting all necessary and proper charges and expences incurred 
in the collecting thereof, or by or on account of such seaman, 
to remit the balance, with a full account of such money or 
effects, to the president and governors of the corporation — 
*' For the relief and support of sick, maimed, and disabled 
seamen, and of the widows and children of such as shall be 
killed, slain, or drowned in the merchant service," to be by 
such president and governors paid over and disposed of, in the 
same manner and under the same regulations as are provided 
by an act passed in the fifth year of his late Majesty King 
* See 13 Oc 14 Vict. c. 93, s. 34. 



7 & 8 vjoTORiA, 0. 112. 185 

William the Fourth, intituled—** An Act to amend an Act of * * * W. 4, 
the Twentieth Year of His Majetty King Geoi^ the Second, ^' ^3* 
for the Relief and Support of sick, maimed, and ditabled 
Seamen, and the Widows and Children of such at shall be 
killed, slain, or drowned in the Merchant Service; and for other 
purposes/' with respect to the wages of seamen dying on board 
merchant ships ; and in case any seaman dying abroad shall 
leave on board his ship any money, clothes, or other effects, or 
he entitled to any wages, the master of the said ship shall and 
he is hereby required to deposit the same, or the proceeds 
arising therefrom, with, and to pay such wages to, the president 
and governors aforesaid to be by them disposed of in the same 
manner as is provided by the said act with respect to the wages 
of seamen dying on hoard ship, and to transmit to the said pre- 
sident and governors at the same time a full account of such 
effects and wages ; and on failure the master shall forfeit a sum 
not exceeding fifty pounds, in addition to being accountable for 
such money, clothes, effects, and wages ; and in all cases of a 
seaman dying abroad, the master shall, on his ship^s return to 
the United Kingdom, deliver up to the said president and 
governors the register ticket of such deceased seaman, and the 
said president and governors, on the receipt thereof, shall 
transmit the same to the registrar of seamen. 

32. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for the over- Parish boys 
seers of the poor, or other persons having the authority of may be put 
overseers of the poor, in and for any district, union, parish, ouiappren- 
township, or place in the United Kingdom, and they are hereby ^*ce8 to the 
empowered to bind by indenture, according to the form set forth ■** service, 
in schedule (H) * to this act annexed, and put out as an appren- 
tice in the sea service to any of Her Majesty's subjects, being 
the owner of any ship registered or licensed in any part of the 
United Kingdom, any boy having attained the age of twelve 
years, and of sufficient health and strength, who or whose 
parent or parents is or are chargeable to or maintained by any 
such district, union, parish, township, or place, or who shall 
beg for alms therein, with his consent, but not otherwise ; and 
until such boy shall attain the age of twenty-one years, or shall 
have served as apprentice seven years, or whichever shall first 
happen, such binding shall be effectual to all intents and pur- 
poses : provided always, that where any such parish, township, 
or place separately maintaining its own poor shall be included 
In any union, or shall he under the management of a board of 
guardians, no such binding shall bo valid unless the guardians 
of such union, parish, or other place respectively shall previously 

* This form Is altered by Mercantile BCarine Act. 
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bave given their consent thereto, by causing their official seal to 
be affixed to the indenture, and the same to be signed by the 
presiding chairman of the board at any meeting, and the clerk or 
person acting as such at such meeting ; and provided also, that 
every such binding shall be made in the presence of any such 
boy, and of two justices of the peace, who shall execute the 
indenture in testimony of their being satisfied that such boy 
hath consented so to be bound, and attuned the age, and is of 
sufficient health and strength as required by this act; and the 
age of every such boy shall be truly inserted in Lis indenture, 
and the age of every such boy so inserted therein shall (in rela- 
tion to the continuance of his service) be taken to bo his true 
age, without any further proof thereof; and any certificate of 
iMptism of such boy which may be required shall be given and 
attested by the officiating minister without fee or rewuti : pro- 
vided always, that no appreuticeship to the sea service, whether 
parish oroiherwiseyshall be binding after the apprentice shall have 
attained the age of twenty-one years ; and that every indenture, 
together with his register ticket annexed thereto, shall be given 
up to such apprentice on his attaining such age, or at the expin^ 
tion of his apprenticeship, whichever shall first happen, by the 
person to whom he shall be bound at the time, under a peualty 
of twenty pounds, to be paid by such person on default ; but 
should any apprenticeship, parish or otherwise, expire during a 
voyage, and before the ship's arrival at her final port of destina- 
tion in the United Kingdom, such apprenticeship shall, notwith- 
standing, continue untU the return of the ship to her final port 
of destination in the United Kingdom ; but after one calendar 
month from the expiration of such apprenticeship, the appren- 
tice shall be paid the same wages as an able-bodied seaman or 
ordinary seaman of the said ship, according to hit qualifica- 
tions. 
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33. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for any master 
or person to whom any parish apprentice shall have been or 
shall be hereafter bound to a service on shore, according to the 
statutes for the time being relating to such apprentices, or for 
the executors or administrators, or, there being none such, for 
the widow of any deceased master, with the concurrence of two 
or more justices of the peace in and for the county, district, or 
place where such boy shall have been bound apprentice, to 
assign such boy, with his consent, to be given in the presence of 
such justices, but not otherwise, as apprentice to any such owner 
as aforesaid, to be employed in the sea service during the period 
then remaining unexpired of his apprenticeship ; and every such 
assignment shall be attested as next hereinafter mentioned. 
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34. And be it enacted, that in the event of the baukniptcy, isdentare 
insolvency, or death of the master of any such parish apprentice may be as- 
to the sea service, it shall be lawful for such master, or the signed on the 
executors or admiuistratorsof such master, or, there being none death of the 
such, for the widow of such deceased master, to assign the muter, 
indenture of any such apprentice for the residue of the term 

then unexpired therein to any other owner of any such ship : 
provided always, that such assignment, if executed within the 
limits of the port of London, shall be attested by the said regis- 
trar, his assistant, or one of his clerks, and if executed at any 
other port, by the collector or comptroller of the customs of 
such port. 

35. And be it enacted, that svch overseers, guardians, or Parish offl- 
other persons as aforesaid shall cause the indenture of appren- cers topre- 
ticeship to be prepared and transmitted in triplicate ; (tiiat is to pare inden- 
say,) two counterparts, besides the indenture, to the said regis- tures. 
trar, if the owner of the ship to whom such apprentice is to be 

bound shall be or reside within the limits of the port of London, 
and if at any other port, to the collector orcomptioller of tho 
customs at such port ; and shall cause each such poor boy to Constable to 
be conducted and conveyed to such port or place by a constable conrey the 
or other trustworthy person at the expence of the district, apprentice, 
union, parish, township, or place ; and when any such boy shall Guardians or 
be so bound, he shall be provided by the guardians of the said overReers to 
union or parish as aforesaid, or, in caee the said parish or place P^vide] 
shall not be included in any union or governed by a board of do****"*, 
guardians, by the overseers, with a sufficient outfit of sea 
clothing, bedding, and similar necessaries, to the value of five 
pounds, which said amount, together with the expences to be 
incurred in the binding and conveyance of the said boy, shall 
be charged by such guardians or overseers respectively to the 
account of the parish or other place by whose overseers the 
said boy shall be bound, and be allowed to them in their 
account ; and the said indentures so entered into by the over- 
seers of any parish or other place as aforesaid may be sued upon 
in the name of the overseers of the poor of the said parish or 
other place for the time being, by their name of ofiBce ; and no 
action commenced for the breach of any covenant therein con- 
tained, with the consent of the vestry of such parish or place, 
shall abate by reason of death or any change of overseers of 
such parish or place pending the same, but shall be proceeded 
in by the overseers for the time being, who shall be entitled to 
charge the whole amount of the costs incurred in such action^ 
and not recovered from the defendant therein, upon the poor 
rates collected by them, though part of such costs shall have 
been incurred by their predecessors. 

M 2 
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How inden- 36. And be it enacted, that such indentures sliall be exe- 
tares to be cuted in the presence of and attested bj the constable or other 
attested. pereon who shall conduct or convey such apprentice ; and such 
indentures shall bear date respectively on the days on which 
they are executed ; and such constable or other person shall 
transmit one of the said counterparts, duly executed, to the 
overseers, guardians, or other persons aforesaid^ one to the 
master, and another to the said registrar. 

Every ship, 37. And be it enacted, that the master or owner of every 

except plea- ship belonging to any subject of Her Majesty, and of the burden 

sure yachts, of eighty tons and upwards (except pleasure yachts), shall have 

to have ap- on board at the time of her proceeding from any port of the 

prentices ac- United Kingdom, and at all times when absent from the United 

cording toher Kingdom, or navigating the seas, one apprentice, or more, in 

tonnage: ^y^^ following proportion to the number of tons of his ship's 

admeasurement, according to the certificate of registry ; * (that 

is to say,) for every ship of eighty tons and under two hundred 

tons, one apprentice at the least ; for every ship of two hundred 

tons and under four hundred tons, two apprentices at the least; 

for eveiy ship of four hundred tons and under five hundred 

tons, three apprentices at the least; for every ship of five 

hundred toes and under seven hundred tons, four apprentices 

at the least ; and every ship of seven hundred tons and upwards, 

To be sub- five apprentices at the least ; all of whom, at the period of their 

jects of Her being bound respectively, shall be subjects of Her Majesty, and 

Majesty: above twelve and under seventeen years of age, and be duly 

Their age bound for the term of four years at{the least ; and if any such 

and term of master or owner shall neglect to have on board his ship the 

apprentice- number of apprentices as hereby required, together with their 

**^^P' respective registered indentures, assignments, and register tickets, 

Penalty for he shall for every such offence forfeit and pay the sum of ten 

deficiency of pounds in respect of each apprentice, indenture, assignment, or 

apprentices, jegigter ticket so wanting or deficient. 

The cancell- 38. And be it enacted, that in case any indentures of appren- 
ing of inden- ticeship of any description shall be cancelled, or any apprentice, 
tures, and parish or otherwise, shall die on shore or desert, or by reason 
death or de- of the vessel of the master not having made a voyage for six 
sertionofap- months, shall not be reported in either of the said lists, such 
prentices to cancellation, death, desertion, or non-employment shall forth- 
be notified. ^j^|j ^ notified in writing by the master of the apprentice to 
the said registrar, if the ship on board which the apprentice was 
bound to serve shall belong to the port of London, or otherwise 

* This provision, making it compulsory to maintain apprentices 
has been repealed by 12 & 13 Vict, cap. 29. 
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to tho collector or comptroller of the port to which the said 
thip shall belong ; and for every default the laid master aball Penalty, 
be liable to a penalty of ten pounds; and the collector or 
comptroller, if the notification be made to him» shdl transmit 
the same to the said registrar within one week from the receipt 
thereof; and no cancelling of any indenture of apprenticeship Ornsents ue> 
of any description shall be valid or effectual without the mutual pessary in 
consent of the parties, or without the consent or in the absence cancelling in- 
of the registrar of seamen in London, or of the collector or ^^' 
comptroller of customs of the port in which such cancellation 
•hall take place, or, in case of bindings by the overseers, with- 
out the additional consent of the guardians of the union or 
parish whose consent was given to the sdd binding, to bo 
testified by a copy of a minute of the board forwarded by the 
derk to the said guardians. 

39. And be it enacted, that the said registrar in London, Indentures 
and the collector and comptroller of the customs at each other and aMinn- 
port, shall, in a book to be kept for that purpose, cause to be nanta of pa- 
entered from time to time all such indentures and assignments '^'"^ appren- 
of parish apprentices as aforesaid, specifying therein the dates ^^^^' ^^ 
thereof, the names and ages of the apprentices, the parishes or '^ ^ 
places from whence they are sent, the names and residences of 

their masters to whom they are bound or assigned, and the 
names, ports, and burden of the respective ships to which such 
masters belong, and shall make and subscribe on each incienture 
and assignment an endorsement, purporting that the same hath 
been duly registered pursuant to this act ; and such registrar, Apprentices 
collectors, and comptrollers respectively shall require the per- ^o appear 
tonal attendance of every such apprentice at the time of regis- P^noi^^'iy 
tering his indenture or assianment thereof; and every such )"^ moon- 
collector and comptroller shall also, at the end of each week, n'JJJJninents 
transmit a list of the indenture and assignments and cancella- f^gi^tered. 
tiouB so registered by him within the week, containing all the 
particulars aforesaid, to the said registrar. 

40. And be it enacted, that in every ease of a person (other Indentures 
than such parish apprentice as aforesaid) binding himself appren- and auign- 
tice to the sea service, the indentures to be executed on such oktntn of 
occasion shall be in duplicate, in the form set forth in schedule other appren- 
(I) * to this act annexed, and a counterpart shall be delivered to ^^ ^^^ 
the said registrar, if the master shall be or reside within the '^KMiared. 
port of London, or if at any other port, to the collector or 
comptroller of such port ; and the indentures shall be registered 

in a book to be kept for that purpose by the said registrar, col" 

* This form is altered by Mercantile Marine Act. 
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lectors, and comptrollers respectively, in Trhich book shall be 
expressed the dates of the several indentures, the names and 
ages of the apprentices, the names and residences of their 
masters, and (if known) the names, port, and burden of the 
several ships on board which they are respectively to serve; 
and such registrar, collectors, and comptrollers respectively shall 
require the personal appearance of every such apprentice at the 
time of registering his indenture or the assignment thereof, and 
shall endorse and subscribe upon each indenture a certificate 
purporting that the same hath been duly registered pursuant to 
this act ; and the said collectors and comptrollers shall also at 
the end of each week transmit a list of the indentures and 
assignments registered by them within the week, containing all 
the particulars aforesaid, together with the said counterparts, to 
the said registrar, for the purposes of this act ; and that it shall 
be lawful for the master of such apprentice, or in case of his 
death his executor or administrator, with the consent of the 
Apprentice if of the age of seventeen years or upwards, and if 
under that age with the consent of his parent or guardian, to 
assign or transfer the indenture of any such apprentice to any 
other master or owner of any registered ship ; and all such 
apprentices may during the term for which they shall be bound 
be employed in any ship of which the master for the time being 
of any such apprentice may be the master or owner : pro- 
vided always, that every such assignment shall be registered 
and endorsed by the said registrar, or by the collector or comp- 
troller of the customs at the port where such master shall be, 
or to which his ship shall belong; and the said collector or comp- 
troller shall notify the same to the said registrar, and transmit 
an exact copy of the said endorsement to the said registrar. 

41. And be it enacted, that no apprentice bound or assigned 
pursuant to this act, nor any roaster or owner in respect of such 
apprentice, shall be liable to any payment or contribution to or 
towards any hospital or institution ; and that all agreements, 
attested copies, indentures, assignments, counterparts, and 
Uckets, made, signed, or executed in compliance with or under the 
provisions of this act, shall be wholly exempt from stamp duty. 



Penalty on 42. And be it enacted, that if any master or owner to whom 
masters neg- any apprentice to the sea service shall be bound or assigned 
lecting to shall neglect to deliver a counterpart, and cause the indenture 
register, &c> or assignment (as the case may be) to be registered as required 
indentures, jjy jj^j^ j^.^ jq fj^^ ^g depends on such master or owner, within 
ten days after the binding or assignment, every such master or 
owner shall for every such neglect forfeit and pay the sum of 
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ten pouods ; and if any such maiter, or the master of any shipi and of suffer- 
■hall, after the ship shall have proceeded on the voyage upon ingappren- 
which such ship niuy be bound, permit any apprentice to quit tices to quit 
his service, or the service of the ship, except for the purpose of ^^^ service, 
entering into Her Msjesty 's naval service, every such master shall 
for every such oflfeuce forfeit and pay the sum of twenty pouads. 

43. And be it enacted, that any justice of the peace residing Justices to 
at or near to any port to which any ship as aforesaid, having on determine 
board thereof any apprentice, shall at any time arrive, shall complaints. 
have full power and authority to inquire into and examine, 

hear and determine, all claims of apprentices upon their mas- 
ters under their indentures, and all complaints of ill usage 
exercised by their respective masters towards any such appren- 
tices, or of misbehaviour on the part of any such apprentices, 
and to proceed thereupon as one or more justice or justices of 
the peace is or are empowered by law to do in other cases 
between masters and apprentices;* and if the master of any ship 
•hall not send on shore, in the charge of the mate or other 
trustworthy person, any apprentice desirous of complaining to a 
justice of the peace, so soon as the service of the ship will 
permit, he shall for every such default forfeit and pay the sum 
of ten pounds. 

44. And whereas by an act passed in the ninth year of the Common 
reign of his late Msjesty King George the Fourth, for consoli- assaults may 
dating and amending the statutes in England relative to offences be summarily 
against the person, a summary jurisdiction is provided for the p«nM'*d by 
punishment of persons guilty of common assaults aud batteries: two Jusiices. 
and whereas it is expedient that the provisions of the last- 
mentioned act should extend to similar offences committed on 

board ships belonging to subjects of Her Majesty : be it there- 
fore enacted, that in the case of any assault or battery com- 
mitted on board any ship belonging to any subject of Her 
Majesty, in any part of the world, it shall be lawful for any 
two justices of the peace in any part of Her Majesty's domi- 
Dions, or in the territories under the government of the East 
India Compsny, residing at or near any port or place at which 
the said ship may arrive or touch, upon complaint of the party 
aggrieved, to hear and determine any such complaint, and to . 
proceed and make such adjudication thereon as by the said act 
any two justices are empowered to do in the cases of assaults 
and batteries in England ; and the fine or forfeiture to be 
imposed in any snch case shall be payable to the Seamen's 
Hospital Society : provided always, that such complaint shall 

* Seepafe89. 
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be made and proiecuted \ntbiii three monthg afler such allcf^ 
assault or battery, or within three months after the arrival of 
the ship at her final port of destination in the United Kingdom, 
or within three months after the respective parties shall be within 
the jurisdiction of such justices as aforesaid. 

Masters 45. And be it enacted, that no apprentice to the sea service 

entitled to shall be at liberty to enter into the naval service of Her 

receive the Majesty, during the period of his apprenticeship) without the 

wages, &c.,of consent of his master ; but if, nevertheless, he shall voluntarily 

apprentices ^^^gp -^^^ ^^^^i naval service of Her Majesty, and shall be 

*°^^" y *" allowed by his master to continue therein, such master, in case 

he shall give notice to the Secretary of tlie Admiralty of his 

consent to his apprentice remaining in Her Majesty's said service 

during the residue of the term of his apprenticeship, shall, upon 

the production of the indenture and assignment (if any), if 

duly registered, and having the register ticket attached, be 

entitled to receive to his own use any balance of wages and 

prize-money that may become due and payable to any such 

apprentice until the expiration of bis apprenticeship. 

No seaman to 46. And whereas great mischiefs have arisen from matten 
be discharged of merchant ships leaving seamen in foreign parts, who have 
abroad, nor been thus reduced to distress, and thereby tempted to become 
*J* ^*^*?% pirates or otherwise misconduct themselves, and it is expedient 
behind with! '® *™®'^^ *°^ enlarge the law in this behalf: be it therefore 
out sanction* ®^®*^'®^» *^** *f ^^7 master of a ship belonging to any subject 
of consul ftc ^^ ^®' Majesty shall discharge any person belonging to his ship 
or crew at any of Her Majesty's colonies or plantations, without 
the previous sanction in writing (to be endorsed on the agree* 
ment) of the govenior or other officer holding the chief authority 
there, or of the secretary or other officer duly appointed by the 
government there in that behalf, or in the absence of such 
functionaries then of the chief officer of customs resident at or 
near such port or place, or shall discharge any such person at 
any otlfer place abroad without the like previous sanction, to be 
BO endorsed on the agreement by Her Majesty*B minister, consul, 
or vice-consul there, or in the absence of any such functionary 
then of two respectable merchants resident there, such master 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor ; or if any master of any such 
' ship shall abandon or leave behind at any such colony or plan- 
tation any person belonging to his ship or crew, on the plea or 
pretence of unfitness or inability to proceed upon the voyage, or 
of desertion or disappearance from the ship, without a previous 
certificate in writing (to be endorsed on the agreement) of the 
governor, seci-etary, or other officer as aforesaid, or in the 
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absence of tuch functionary then of the chief officer of cufltomi 
resident at or near such port or place, certifying sach unfitness, 
inability, desertion, or disappearance, or shall abandon or leave 
behind any person belonging to his ship or crew at any other 
place abroad, on shore or at sea, upon such plea or pretence, 
without the like previous certificate of Her Majesty's minister, 
consul, or vice-consul there, or in the absence of any such 
functionary then of two respectable merchants, if there be any 
such at or within a reuonable distance firom the place where 
the ship shall then be, such master shall be guilty of a misde- 
meanor ; or if any master of any such ship, in case any person 
belonging to his ship or crew shall desert from the said ship at 
any place abroad, shall neglect to notify the same in writing to 
one of such functionaries as aforesaid, if there be any such resi- 
dent at or near the place, and in their absence, if it be out of 
Her Majesty's dominions, then to two respectable merchants, if 
there be such at or near the place, within twenty>four hours of 
such desertion, such master shall be guilty of a misdemeanor ; 
and the said functionaries are hereby authorised and required, 
and the said merchants are authorised, to examine into the 
grounds of such proposed discharge, or into the plea or pretence 
of such unfitness, inability, desertion, or disappearance as afore- 
said, in a summary way, upon oath (which oath they are hereby 
respectively authorised to administer), and to grant or refuse 
such sanction or certificate according to the circumstances, and 
as it shall appear to them to be just. 

47. And be it enacted, that if the master of any ship belonging Forcing sea- 
to any of Her Majesty's subjects, or the mate or other officer of men on shore, 
rach ship, shall wrongfully force on shore and leave behind, or &c., a mia- 
shall otherwise wilfully and wrongfully leave behind, on shore demeanor. 
or at sea, in or out of Her Majesty*s dominions, any person 
belonging to his ship or crew, before the completion of the 
voyage for which such person was engaged or the return of tho 
■hip to the United Kingdom, such master, mate, or other officer 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor ; and every misdemeanor \^ere mis- 
mentioned or created by this act shall and may be prosecuted demeanors 
by information at the suit of Her Majesty's attorney-general, or may be pro* j 

by indictment or other legal proceeding in any court having secuted. 
criminal jurisdiction in Her Majesty's dominions at home or 
abroad ; and the offence may be laid and charged in the said 
information, indictment, or other l^al proceeding to have been 
committed in the county or place where the offender shall 
happen to be, who, being convicted thereof, shall be liable to 
fine or imprisonment, or both, as to the court before whom he 
is tiled shall seem meet ; and every court is hereby authorised 
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to isanc a commiMion or commistions for the examination of 
any witness or witnesses who naay be absent or out of the 
jnrisdiction of the court ; and at the trial the depositions taken 
under such conamission or commissions, if such witness or 
witnesses shall be then absent, shall be receired in evidence.* 

If sny of the 43^ ^^j \^ j^ enacted, that if any master shall, contrary to 
crew are left ^j^^ provisions of this act, discharge, abandon, or leave behind 
behtn , the ^^^ seaman or other person belonging to the ship or crew, with 
flo^ r^autho- ^^ without his consent, it shall be incumbent on such master, 
ritv to be ^° '^y information, indictment, or other proceeding against him, 
upon the ^® produce or prove such sanction or respective certificate as afore- 
maMtpr. '^i^t or prove the impracticability of obtaining such certificate. ', 

Seamen 49. And be it enacted, that every such roaster who shall 

when al leave any seaman or other person as aforesaid on shore at any 

lowpd to be tuch colony, or plantation, or place abroad, under a certificate 
lf>ft behind, ^f ]^\^ ^^t being in a condition to proceed on the voyage, shall 
^ be paid deliver to one of the said functionaries, or if there be none such 
their wages ^^ ^^^ ^^^ respectable merchants there, or if there bo but one 
then to such one merchant, a just and true account of the wages 
due to such person, and pay the same either in money or by a 
bill drawn upon the owner ; and if by bill, then such function- 
aries or merchants are respectively authorised and required, by 
endorsement on such bill, to certify that tho same. is drawn for 
money due on account of seamen's wages, or to that eflTect ; and 
any master who shall refuse or neglect to deliver a just and true 
account of such wages, or to pay the amount thereof in money 
or by bill as aforesaid, shall for every such offence or default 
foifeit and pay the sum of ten pounds, and every master who 
•hall deliver a false account of such wages shall for every such 
offence forfeit and pay the sum of twenty pounds. 

Act not to 50. Provided always, and be it enacted, that nothing in thia 

extend to act or in any agreement contained shall prevent any seaman or 

prevent sea- person belonging to any ship or vessel whatever from entering 

men from ^^ being received into the naval service of Her Majesty, nor 

enteriuR into ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^j^ ^^^^ y^ deemed a desertion from the ship or 

the navy. vessel, nor shall such seaman or other person thereby incur any 

penalty or forfeiture whatever, either of wages, clothes, or 

effects, or other matter or thing ; and no master or owner shall 

insert or introduce, or permit to be inserted or introduced, into 

any articles or agreement, any clause, engagement, or stipulation 

whereby any seaman or other person shall or may incur any 

* See 13 ac 14 Vict. c. 93, ss. lOS, 109. 
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forfeiture, or b« ezpoted to Iom, io ease he ■bmll enter into Her 
Majetty't naval lerWce; and if inierted, the daaae, engage- 
ment, or aiipalation iball be«Toid, and the oflbnder ihall thereby 
(near a penalty of twenty poundi* 

31. And be it enacted » that when any leaman shall quit ftny Upoa entry 
such ihip or veaael ai aforeaaidi in order to enter into Her of teameD 
JMajeaty't naval aervicoi and tball thereupon be actually received into the navy 
into auoh aerviee, not having previoutly committed any act Arom any 
amounting to and treated by the matter at deiertion, he shall iblps. tbej 
be entitled immediately upon auoh entry to have hit register *^*** ^ *°^^ 
ticlcet and all hit clotbea and effectt on board auch thip or [^*^ ^^^ 
▼eaael delivered to him, and to receive from the matter the v'V?' ^ 
proportionate amount of hit waget up to the period of tuoh gf thei? 
entry, to be paid either in money or by a bill on the owner; clothes re- 
all which regitter ticket, dothei, effects, money, or bill, such finer tickeu, 
master it hereby required to deliver and pay to him accordingly, and payment 
onder a penalty of twenty poundt for any refutal or neglect, to of any wagea 
be recovered with full cottt of tuit by tuch teaman ; but in case that may be 
the master shall have no means of ascertaining the balance, he due. 
shall make out and deliver to such teaman a certificate of the 
period of hit tervice, and the rate of waget he it entitled to, 
producing at the tame time to the commanding or other officer 
of Her Majeety't vettel the agreement with the teaman ; and 
every tuch matter, upon the delivery of tuch regitter ticket, 
clothes, and effects, and the tettlement of tuch waget in manner 
hereinmen tinned, thall receive from the officer in command of 
the vessel into which the teaman thall have entered a certificate 
of tuch entry, endorted on the agreement, and aigned by the 
aaid officer, which tuch officer it hereby required to give. 

52. And be it enacted, that if any peraon thall be ditcbarged, Power fbr 
or wilfully and wrongfully left behind or abandoned, at any her Majesty 
place beyond teat, in or out of Her Majetty't doniiniont, by any to lue fbr the 
master, mate, or other officer, contrary to the provisions of this amount ad. 
act, and shall become distressed, and be relieved under the ▼■need for 
provisions of an act passed in the eleventh year of the reign of ^^ relief of 
his late Majesty King George the Fourth, for amending and *?*"*° ^^^ 
consolidating the lawa relating to the pay of the royal navy, or ^^ * 
any act hereafter to bo passed for that purpose, or if any person 
shall, aa principal or agent, engage any subject of Her Majesty 
to serve in any vessel belonging to any foreign power, or to the 
subject of any foreign state, and such last-mentioned person 
ahaU become distressed and be relieved at aforetaid, then, in 
addition to the wagea due from tuch maater or owner or person 
making such engagement^ and the penalties to which such 

N 
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Inftster mty be liable, Her Mnjesly sball be entitTed to Biie sncB 
master or tbe owner of the thip, or any person who shall bare 
made such enj^gement as aforesaid, at the discretion of tbe 
commissioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiral 
of the United Kingdom, for all the charges and expences which 
shall have been incurred !n or for the subsistence, necessary 
clothing, and conveyance home or t>urial (should be die abroad 
or before reaching home), of any such seaman or person relieved 
as aforesaid, as money paid to the use of such master or owner 
or other person, who shall have made such engagement as 
iiforesaid, and recover the same, together with full costs of tbe 
suit, in tlie same manner as other debts due to Her Majesty are 
recoverable ; and in any proceeding for that purpose proof of 
the account furnished to the said commissioners by any sueh 
functionaries, or by sach two merchants, or one merchant, 
according to the case, as provided by the said act of tbe eleventh 
year of King George the Fourth, shall, together with tbe proof 
of payment by the said commissioners, or by tbe paymaster^ 
general, of the charges incurred on account of any such person, 
be sufficient evidence that such person was relieved and con- 
veyed home or buried at Her Majesty's expence; and tbe court 
in which any proceeding for the recovery of the said money 
shall be instituted is hereby authorised to issue a commission 
or commissions for the examination of witnesses, and the depo- 
sitions taken under such torn mission or commissions shall be 
used as evidence. 
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53. And be it enacted, that if any ship belonging to a sub- 
ject of Her Majesty (except packets for passengers in the coursb 
of their voyage) shall arrive at any foreign port where there 
shall be a British consul or vice-consul, or at any port in a 
Biitisb colony, and remain thereat for forty-eiglit hours, the 
master shall, within forty-eight hours of the ship's arrival, 
deliver or cause to be delivered to such consul or vice-consul 
at such foreign port, or to the collector or comptroller of tbe 
customs at such port of a British colony, the agreement or 
agreements before mentioned, together with an account at tbe 
foot of such agreement of all apprentices on board, setting forth 
their christian and surnames at full length, the dates of the 
registry of their indentures and assignments respectively, and 
the ports at which and the time when they were registered, and 
also all indentures and assignments of apprenticeships, and tbe 
register tickets of all the crew who shall be subjects of Her 
Majesty, the whole to be kept by such consul or vice-consul, 
collector or comptroller, as tne case may be, during the ship's 
stay in such port, and (excepting the register tickets of deserters. 
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%hich are to be tranamiited by tiKth functionuriet to the rcgi*^ 

trai* of Mauien), lo ba returned to the roaster a reasonable time 

before his departure, with a certificate endorsed on such sgree- 

menta reapectively, stating when the aame were respectively 

delivered and returned, without any fee or charge being made 

for the same : and in case it aball appear that the required Consuls to 

Dumber of apprentices are not on board, or that the required make en- 

lorma or existing laws have been in any respect neglected or dorsemeiiu 

tranvgresaed, such consul orvicd-conaul,c<idlector or comptroller, ^" agroe- 

aball make an eodoraement to that effect on such agreement, "^^^^ 

and forthwith, transmit a copy of auch endoraement, with the 

fullest information be can collect regarding auck neglect or 

tran^freasion, to the aaid regiatrar ; and if any master shall 

neglect to deliver any agreement, indenture, assignment, or PeniUyon 

legister ticket, or such account as aforesaid, be shall for every master for 

such neglect or default forfeit and pay the sum of twenty neglect, ftc. 

pounda ; or if any maater shall deliver any false or incorrect 

account, he shall for every sueh offence forfeit and pay the 

sum of thirty pounds. 

54. And be it enaeted, that no teaman ahall be shipped at No seaman 

any foreign port by any auch maater, except with the sanction to be shipped 

of auch conaul or vice-tonsul, to be endorsed or certified on the ^t a fbreign 

agreement, under a penalty of twooty pounds, to be forfeited Pori without 

by the maater for every seaman so shipped. ^^® sanction 

of the consul. 

55. And be it enacted, that the maater of every ahip belong- Masters to 
ing to any aubject of Her Majesty shall and he is hereby produce 
required to produce and show his log book, muster roll of the agreement, 
ahip, and the agreement or agreementa with his crew, their ^^'* ^ ^^^ 
register tickets, and the indentures of hia apprenticea, and the oncers of 
aaaignmenta thereof, and a list of all the passengers and persons ^.^^'^ * 
on board, to the captain, commander, or other commissioned ^'* 
officer of any of Her Majesty's shipa or vesaela requiring the 
production and sight thereof; and that it shall be lawful for 

afiy oflicer in Her Majesty^ naval service to muster the crew 
(including apprentices) of any ship belonging to any such sub* 
ject, in order to be satisfied that the provisions of this act, and 
every other act by whirsh the crews of such ships as aforesaid 
are regulated, and the laws relating to navigation, have been 
duly kept and complied with ; and if any master ahall, upon Pontliy. 
being required so to do, by any such officer, neglect or refuse to 
produce such log book, muster roll, or agreement, register 
tickets, indentures, and assignments, and lists of paasengers and 
persons, or any of themt or shall obstruct any officer in the 
rjcccutiou of his duty in mustering the said crew, or shall pro- 
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dttce any false log book, master roll, or lut, he shall for ereiy 
such offence forfeit and pay the sum of twenty pounds. 

56. And be it enacted, that for the better carrying into eflfecl 
the purposes of this act it shall be lawful for Her Majesty's 
consuls and vice-consuls in foreign ports, and fw the sud regis- 
trar and his assistant, and also for the respective chief officers 
of the customs at the seyeral ports of the United Kingdom and 
of the British possessions abroad, to demand from the mastev 
of every ship belonging to a subject of Her Majesty the produc- 
tion of the log book, muster roll of the ship, and such agree- 
ments, raster tickets, indentures, and assignments as aforesaid, 
and a list of passengers and persons on board, and to muster 
the crew (including apprentices) of such ship, and to summon 
the master to appear before them, and give any explanation 
they may respectively require regarding the said crew, ship, or 
documents, for the purpose of ascertaining whether the prorisions 
of this act, and erery other act by which the crews of such 
ships as aforesaid are regulated, and the laws relating to naviga- 
tion, have been kept and complied with, and to take copies of 
all or any such documents ; and if any master, on such demand 
being made, shall refuse to produce such log book, muster roll^ 
agreements, register tickets, indentures, *and assignments, and 
lists of passengers and persons, or refuse to allow copies to be 
taken, or shall refuse, to permit hb crew to be so mustered, or 
shall refuse to appear and give such explanation as aforesaid, or 
shall wilfully deeeire or mislead the person before whom he shall 
so appear, be shall for every such neglect, refusal, or offence 
forfeit and pay the sum of twenty pounds.* 

57. And be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for 
any consul or vice-consul of Her Majesty, and for any collector 
or comptroller of the customs, upon complaint made by any 
three or more of the crew, to survey and examine, or cause to 
be surveyed and examined, the provisions, water, and medi- 
cines put or supplied on board any ship for the use and con- 
sumption of the crew ; and if on such survey and examination 
it shall be found that such provisions, water, or medicines are 
of a bad quality* or unfit for use, or not appropriate, or there 
sball,not appear to be a sufficient quantity hereof, the survey- 
ing officer shall signify the same in writing to the master of the 
ship ; and if such master shall not thereupon provide other fit 
and proper provisions, water, or medicines in lieu of any which 
may be signified by the said surveying officer to be of a bad 
quality, or unfit for use, or not approptiate, or if any such 

* See 13 ft 14 Vic. c. 93; s. 1Q3. 
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natter tball not thereupon procure the requisite quantity of 
provifiiona, water, nnd medicines which shall have been signified 
by the surveying officer to be of a bad quality or unfit for use, 
or not appropriate, he shall in each and every of such cases be 
guilty of a misdemeanor.* 

58. And be it enacted, that all offences against the property As to oflTenres 
or person of any subject of Her Majesty, or of any foreigner, committed at 
which shall be committed in or at any port or place, either foreign poiu. 
aahoiv or afloat, out of the dbminions of Her Majesty, by the 
master and crew (including apprentices), or any or either of 
them, belonging to any ship subject to the provisions of this 
act, or who within three months before the committal of the 
ofll'ence shall have been master thereof, or shall have formed 
part of any such crew, shall be and they are hereby declared to 
be offences of the same nature respectively, and to be liable to 
the same punishments respectively, as if they bad been com* 
mittcd on the high seas and other places within the jurisdiction 
of the Admiralty of England, and shall be inquired of, heard, 
tried, and determined and adjudged in the same manner as if 
such offences had been committed within such jurisdiction ; 
and when any trial for such offences, or for any misdemeanor 
against the provisions of this act, shall take place before any 
justires or judges of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery, it 
shall be lawful for the court to order and direct the payment of 
the costs and expcnces of the prosecution, as in the case of 
costs and ezpences of prosecutions for offences committed within 
tlie jurisdiction of the Admiralty of England. 

59. And be it enacted, that whenever any complaint shall be For the safe 
made to any of Her Majesty's consuls or vice-consuls of any custody aud 
such offence or of any offence having been committed at sea conveyanre 
by the master and crew (including apprentices), or any or either of offenders 
of them, belonging to any ship subject to any of the provisions '® England, 
of this act, it shall be lawful for any such consul or vice- 
consul to inquire into the case, upon oath, and at his discretion 
to cause any offender to be placed under all necessary restraint, 
so far as it may be in his power, so that he may be sent and 
conveyed in safe custody to England as soon as practicable, in 
any vessel of Her Majesty, or of any of her subjects, to be 
there proceeded against according to law; and the costs and 
charges of imprisoning any such offender, and of conveying him 
and the witnesses to England, if not conveyed in the ship to 
which they respectively belong, shall bo considered and deemed 
as part of the costs of the prosecution, or be paid as costs in- 

* See 13 & 14 Vic. c. 93, s.81. 
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eurred on account of seafaring subjects of the United Kingdom 
left in distress in foreign parts ; and all depositions iaken before 
any consul or Tice-consul abroad, and certified under his oJSScial 
seal to be the depositions, and that they were taken in the 
presence of the party accused, shall be admitted in evidence in 
all courts having criminal jurisdiction, and otherwise, in like 
manner as depositions taken before any justice of the peace in 
England now are or may be ; and the register ticket of every 
offender shall be delivered up to Her Majesty's consul or vie^ 
consul, as the case may be^ and be transmitted by him to the 
registrar of seamen.* 

Ai to the 60. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for any consul 

conyeyanee ^^ vice-consul to order a passage to England for any such 
of offenders offender or offenders under necessary restraint, and also for the 
andwitaeMes ^tnggg^s ; and the master or other person having the chaige 
to EDg an . ^^ ^^y ^jj.p ^^ ygggel belonging to any subject of Her Majesty 
bound for England shall and he is hereby required to receive 
and afford a passage and subsistence during the voyage to any 
such offender or offenders and witnesses, not exceeding the rate 
of one offender or two witnesses for every one hundred tons of 
his ship's burden, and on his ship's arrival in England the 
master of any vessel belonging to a subject of Her Majesty 
shall take or cause to be taken the offender or offenders before 
a justice of the peace, who shall deal with the matter as in 
cases of offences committed on the high seas ; and in case the 
master or other person having the chaige of any ship or vessel 
belonging to any subject of Her Majesty, when required by the 
consul or vice-consul to receive and afford a passage to any 
offender or witness, shall not receive and afford such possme, 
or shall not take or cause to be taken the offender or offenders 
before a justice of the peace as aforesaid, every such master 
shall be liable to a penalty of fifty pounds ; and the seaman, if 
acquitted, shall receive his register ticket again upon due 
application to the registrar of seamen. 

As to ships 61. And be it enacted, that this act shall not extend or 

belonging to apply to any ship registered in or belonging to any British 

British colo- colony having a legislstive assembly, or to the crew of any 

»Im< such ship, while such ship shall be within the precincts of such 

colony ; but every ship belonging to any colony or possession 

of Her Majesty, when proceeding from one part of the United 

Kingdom to another, or from the United Kingdom to the 

islands of Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, or from 

any port in the United Kingdom to any port or possession of 

* See 13 8c 14 Vic. c. 93, s. llfi. 



7 & 8 VIOTOBIA, 0. 112. 151 

toy foreign pow«r or country, or to any colony to which th« 
•hip thall not helongi shall be held to come within the pro« 
▼isions of this act ; and this act is hereby extended to the same ; 
and the owner, master, and crew, including apprentices, of such 
ship so trading as aforesaid, shall be and are hereby declared 
liable to the proyisions of this act as fully as the owner, master^ 
and crew of any British registered ship ; and this act and the 
proyisions thereof ^except so fiur as the same relate to agree- 
ments, register tickets, and having apprentices), shall also 
extend and apply to ships belonging to all of Her Majesty's 
colonies and possessions abroad, whereyer otherwise proceeding 
or trading, and to the owners, masters, and crews of such ships, 
when any such ships shall be beyond the precincts of the 
colony or possession to which she shall belong ; and all cer- 
tificates and sanctions required bj this act to he endorsed 
on agreements shall, in the case of ships last referred to, 
be otherwise given in writing where no written agreement exists. 

62. And be It enacted, that all penalties and forfeitures im- RecoTery of 
posed by this act, and for the recovery whereof no specific mode penalties, 
is hereinbefore provided, shall and may be recovered, with costs, 
either in any of Her Msjesty's Courts of Record at Westmin- 
ster, Edinburgh, or Dublin, or in the colonies or territories 
under the government of the East India Company, at the suit 
of Her Majesty's law officers respectively, or at the suit of any 
person, by information and summary proceeding before any 
justice or justices of the peace in and for any part of Her Ma- 
jesty's dominions, or the territories under the government of 
the East India Company, where or near to the place where the 
offence shall be committed or the ofiender shall be ; and if pro- 
ceedings for the recovery of any forfeiture or penalty imposed 
by this act, or for the recovery of any debt due to Her Majesty, 
bo commenced in any of Her Majesty's courts, the court in 
which such proceedings shall be instituted is hereby authorised 
to issue a commission or commissions in or out of her Majesty's 
dominions for the examination of witnesses, and the depositions 
taken thereunder shall be used and admitted in evidence ; and 
in case of a summary conviction under this act, and the sum 
imposed as a penalty by the justice or justices shall not be paid, 
either immediately after the conviction or within such period as 
the justice or justices shall at the time of ihe conviction appoint, 
it shall be lawful for the convicting justice or justices to commit 
the offender to the common gaol or house of correction, there 
to be imprisoned only, or to be imprisoned and kept tp hard 
labour, according to the discretion of the justice or justices, for 
mny term not exceeding six calendar months, the commitment 
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to be determinable upon payraeat of tbeamonnt and eesta; and 
Applicatlcn ^^ penalties and forfeitures mentioned in this act, for wliich no 
of Torfeitures. specific application is hereinbefore provided, shall, when reco- 
vered, be paid and applied in manner following ; (that is to say), 
so much thereof as the court or the eonvicting justice or jus- 
tices shall determine, but not exceeding one moiety, shall be 
paid to the informer or person upon whose discovery or infer- 
mation the same »hall be recovered, and the residue shall be 
paid to the Seamen's Hospital Society : provided always, that 
it shall be lawful for the court, before which, or the justice or 
justices before whom any proceedings shall be instituted for the 
recovery of any pecuniary penalty imposed by this act, to miti- 
gate or reduce such penalty as to such court or justices respec- 
tively shall appear just and reasonable ; but no such penalty 
shall be reduced to less than one-third of its original amount ; 
and it shall be lawful, in the discretion of the said court, or of 
the said justice or jnttices hearing the complunt, to order such 
costs against the informing or complaining party failing to prove 
the change as the said court or justice or justices may deem fit, 
and such costs shall be recoverable in the same manner as 
penalties under this act, and be paid as such court or justice or 
justices shall direct : provided also, that all proceedings so to 
be instituted shall be commenced within two years next after 
the commission of the offence, if the same shall have been 
committed at or beyond the Cape of Good Hope or Gape Horn, 
or within one year if committed elsewhere, or within two 
calendar months after the return of the offender and the com- 
plaining party to the United Kingdom.* 

Deflnitlon of 53^ ^^j t^ ^void doubta in the construction ot this act, be 

the terms^^ j^ enacted that every person having the charge or command of 

<<,ma8ter, ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ belonging to any subject of Her Majesty shall, within 

*' ship *' and ^^^ meaning and for the purposes of this act, be deemed and 

" owner." taken to be the master of such ship ; and that every person 

(apprentices excepted) who shall be employed or eugaged to 

serve in any capacity on board the same shall be deemed and 

taken to be a seaman, within the meaning and for the purposes 

of tliis act ; and that the term ** ship ** shall bo taken and 

understood to comprehend every description of vessel navigating 

00 any sea or channel, or waters outside the months of rivers, 

and also every vessel passing beyond the precincts of a port ; 

and that the term " owner " shall be taken and understood to 

comprehend all the several persons, if more than one, to whom 

the ship shall belong. 

As to relief 64. And be it enacted, that if any person, being a Malay, 

* See 13 & 14 Vic. c. 93, sa 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 114. 
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Laiemr, or nttiTO of the territoriet ander the goTernment of to perRont 
the Eut lodia Compony, or if any Asiatic or African seaman, flrom Asia 
having been brought to the United Kingdom on bnard any ship, uid Africa 
ihall be found or be in the United Kingdom in distress for want becoming 
of foody clothing, or other necessaries^ it shall and may be law- ^treised in 
ful for the commissioners for executing the ofiBce of Lord High ^^ ^ 
Admiral of the United Kingdom, at their discretion, to supply °' "^ 
necessary and reasonable relief to every such person and sea- 
man, and to maintain him until he shall be sent on board some 
ship for Jthe purpose of being conveyed to or near to the port 
from which he was shipped, and also to pay, defray, and ad- 
▼anoe the money necessary to procure every such person and 
aeaman a proper and sufficient passage to such port ; and all 
sueh sum or sums of money as shall be paid and advanced by 
or by order of the said commissioners for or on account of such 
relief, maintenance, and passage, shall be and become a debt 
due to Her Majesty, and be recoverable as such, with full costs 
of suit, in the courts of law either in Her Majesty's dominions 
or in the territories under the government of the East India 
Company, from the owner and master, or either of them, of 
the ship on board whereof such person or seaman shall have 
been brought from Asia or Africa ; but nothing herein con- 
tained shall repeal or annul any other act or acts now in force 
for the relief and conveyance home of any Asiatic or African 
person or seaman. 

65. And be it enacted, that this act may be amended or re- Act may bo 
pealed by any act to be passed during the present session of amended this 
Parliament. session. 



SCHEDULE (F.) 

1 . What is your christian and surname t 

2. Have you or have you not been registered before P 

3. Where were you born, and when ? 

4. When did yon first go to sea ! 

5. In what capacity did you go, and in what capacity have 

you since served ! 

6. Have you or have you not served in the royal navy P 

7. If you have, how long? and in what ships P and in what 

capacity ? 

8. Have you or have you not been in foreign service P 

9. If you have, how long ? and iu what capacity P and under 

what flag ? 

10. How have you been generally employed at sea ? 

11, Where is your usual place of residence when un« 

employed 7 



SEAMEN'S PROTECTION ACT. 



AN ACT 

JFOR THE PROTECTION OF SEAMEN ENTERING ON 
BOARD MERCHANT SHIPS. 

8 & 9 ViOTOBIA, CAP. 116. 

1. Whrrsas the seamen of tbu kingdom have been for 
■everal yean past subjected to grievous impositions and great 
injustiee by certain persons who undertake to procure seamen 
to enter on board merchant ships who have no interest in the 
said ships : And whereas it is required that further protection 
should be afforded to seamen against the arts of such persons : 
Bo it enacted by the Qucen^s most excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons^ in this present Parliament assembled, and. 
The Board'of by the authority of the same, that from and after the first day 
Trade may' of September next the Lords of tlie Committee of Her Majesty 'a 
license per- Privy Council sppointed for trade and foreign plantations shall 
sons to pro- be and they are he leby empowered to license such persons as 
cure seamen they may deem to be requisite and fit, and who may be desirous 
fur merchant ^ ^ake out such licenses* tq hire, engage, supply, or provide 
** *'^* seamen to be entered on bo^rd merchant ships ; and every such 

license shall be granted for such period , upon such terms, and 
upon such security being given, and shall be revocable upon 
such conditions, as the Lords of the said Committee may at 
any time or tiipes appoint. 

Manner of 2. And be it enacted, that every such license shall be granted, 
granting kod and every revocation thereof shall be made by minute or reao- 
reroking lution of the Lords of the said Committee, and a copy of any 
license. eu( h minute or resolution, certified and signed by one of the 

Secretaries or Assistant Secretaries of the said Committee, shall 
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%e received u evldencse of luch lieense or reTocation^ witboat 
farther proof thereof. 

'- 3. And be it enncted, that no person not licensed tt afore- Ko person 
laid, or not being the owners part owner, matter, or person in not duly 
charge of a merehant ship, or the ship's hasband,* shall hire, licensed or 
engage, supply, or provide a seaman to be entered on board any ioierested in 
merchant ship ; and no person, whether licensed or not, other ***• ■*»*? ^ ^ 
than the owner, part owner, master, or person in charge of a concerned in 
inerehant ship, or the ship's husband, shall demand or obtidn P*^^*^*^^"' 
the register ticket of any seaman for tlie purpose or under the *t|l"* j * 
pretence of engaging him on board of any merchant ship. 

4. And be it enacted, that no owner, part owner, master, or ^q person 

person in charge of any merchant ship, or ship's husband, shall interested in 

jcnowingly receive or accept to be entered on board the said the ship shall 

ship any seaman who has been hired, engaged| supplied, or pro- knowingly 

vided to be entered on board thereof contrary to the provisions receive sea- 

of this act. "»«» »»•'»* 

contrary 

f5. And be it enacted, that every person guilty of any of the '^'^^^ 
offences above described shall forfeit and pay for each and every JP««Hy on 
seaman hired, engnged, supplied, or provided to be entered on ^''^^^ person 
board, and for every register ticket demanded or obtained con- ^f ^^ o any 
tfary to the provisions of this act, or for every seaman know- f^^^pg abore 
iugly received or accepted to be entered on board contrary to described, 
the provisions of this act, any sum of money not exceeding 
twenty pounds upon conviction thereof for each offence, although 
several seamen may be included in the same contitust, or several 
tickets may be obtained or several seamen may be received or 
permitted to remain at the same time. 

6. And be it enacted, that it shall be unlawful for any per- Uolicenaed 
son to employ any unlicensed person or persons for the purpose persons not 
of engaging or providing seamen to be entered on board mer- to be em- 

. chant ships ; and that any licensed person knowingly employing ployed for 
any uoliceused person for the purposes aforesaid shall forfeit and ^* purpose 
pay a sum not exceeding twenty pounds, and, in addition thereto, ®^ engaging 
shall forfeit and lose his license. seamen. 

7. And be it enacted, that the owner, part owner, master, or No advinte 
person in charge of any merchant ship, or ship's husband, shall note or wa<'es 
not pay or advance, nor give any note in writing or otherwise to be givt n 

» The word *' Mate '* Is to be substituted for Ship's Husband, and 
the word Seaman shall include any person or persons about to serve 
aa seameu.— Section 3, Mercantile Marine Act. 
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or pdd to 
any seaman 
until after 
the ship's 
articles have 
been duly 
signed. 



in the nature of and purporting to be an adyanoe nete for any 
part of the wages of anj seaman hired, engaged, supplied, or 
provided to be entered on board the Mid ship, until six hours 
after the ship*s articles have been duly signed by the said seaman 
on board the said ship, and by the master or owner of the said 
ship, and then only to the said seaman himself, unless such 
wages or advance of wages be paid in money, in which case the 
payment thereof may be made to the said seaman himself at 
any period most convenient after the signing of the said ship's 
articles as aforesaid ; and all payments of wages contrary to the 
provisions of this act shall be and are hereby declared to be 
null and void, and the amount thereof shall be recoverable bj 
the said seaman as if they had not been paid or advanced.* 



Penalty for 
receiving re- 
muneration 
for hiring 
seamen from 
any other 
than the 
owner, mas- 
ter, ftc. 

Persons not 
to be ad- 
mitted on 
board mer- 
chant vessels 
before their 
arrival in 
docic or at 
the place of 
discbarge 
without per- 
mission. 



8. And be it enacted, that if any person shall demand or 
receive from any seaman, or from any person other than the 
owner, part owner, master, or person in chaige of a merchant 
ship, or the ship's husband, requiring seamen, any remunera- 
tion whatever, either directly or indirectly, for and on account 
of the hiring, supplying, or providing any such seaman, he 
shall forfeit for every such offence a sum not exceeding five 
pounds. 

9. And be it enacted, that it shall not be lawful for any 
person (other than any officer or person in Her Majesty's service 
or employment) to go and be on board any merchant vessel 
arriving or about to arrive at the place of her destination before 
or previous to her actual arrival in dock, or at the quay or 
place of her discharge, without the permission and consent of 
the master or person in charge of the said vessel ; and if any 
person (other than as aforesaid) shall go and be on board any 
such vessel before or previous to her actual arrival in dock, or 
at the quay or place of her discharge, without the permission 
and consent of the said master or person in charge of the said 
vessel, he shall for every such offence forfeit and pay a sum of 
money not exceeding twenty pounds ; and for the better secur- 
ing the person of such offender the master or person in charge 
of the said vessel is hereby authorised and empowered to take 
any person so offending as aforesaid into custctdy, and to deliver 
him up forthwith to any constable or peace officer, to be by him 
taken before a justice or justices, to be dealt with according to 
the provisions of this act. 



* These regulations respecting the advance note, and execution of 
the agreement, are superseded by Sections 46 and following, and 
Section 58 and followhig of Mercantile Marine Act. 
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10. A&d be U enacted, that if any penon shall, on hoard Penalty for 
any merchant ship, within twenty-four honrs of her arrival at loliciUng 
any port as aforesaid, solicit any seaman to hecome a lodger at tailors to be- 
the house of any person not so licensed as aforesaid, and letting ^"d^ lodgers 
lodgings for hire, or shall take from and out of such ship any ^ housesof 
chest, bedding, or other effects of any seaman, except under the ^i**"*^^"^ 
personal direction of such seaman, and without having the per- J!^'*^'^/' 
mission of the master or person in charge of sneh ship, he diall ^j]of,t ^f. 
be liable to forfeit and pay for every such offence the sum of f^^g f^^^ qq 
five pounds. board. 

11. And be it enacted, that if any person shall denkand and Pitaalty for 

receive of and from any seaman payment in respect of his receiving 

board or lodging in the house of such person for a longer period remunenu 

than such seaman shall have actually resided and boarded there- tion for board 

in, or shall receive or take into his possession or under his con* ^^ sailors for 

trol any monies, documentt, or effects of any seaman, and ^^^^^ i^riod 

shall not return the same or pay the value thereof when re- 5 ' "*' 

or for neff' 
quired so to do by such seaman, after deducting therefrom what j^yjur to 

shall be justly due and owing in respect of the board and return mo- 

lodging of such seaman, he shall forfeit and pay a sum not ex- nles or effects 

ceeding ten pounds, over and above the amount or value of such belonging to 

monies, documents, or eifects, after such deductions as aforesaid, seamen. 

which shall be adjudged to be forthwith paid to such seaman 

tinder the conviction by the justices before whom such offence 

ahall be heard and determined. 

12. And be it enacted, that all penalties and forfeitures im- Recovery 
posed by this act shall and may be recovered, with costs, by and applica- 
Bummary proceedings before any two justices of the peace re- tion of penal- 
siding in or near to the place where the offence shall be com- ties, 
mitted or where the offender shall be ; and if the sum 

imposed as a penalty or adjudged to be paid as aforesaid by any 
■ucb justices shall not be paid, either immediately after the 
conviction or within such reasonable time as such justices shall 
at the time of the conviction appoint, it shall be lawful for thp 
justices to commit the offender or offenders to the common 
gaol or house of correction, there to be imprisoned only, or tp 
be imprisoned and kept to hard labour, according to the discre- 
tion of such justices, for any term not exceeding six calendar 
months, the commitment to he determinable upon payment of 
the amount and costs ; and all such penalties and forfeitures 
shall be paid and applied in manner following ; (that is to say), 
one moiety of such penalty shall be paid to the informer or 
person upon whose discovery or information the same shall be 
recovered, and the residue thereof shall be paid to the Seaman^ 

O 
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HcMpital Society : provided always, that in all easot 'of com- 
plaint made by or on the behalf of any teaman under this act,' 
the evidence of inch seaman shall be received and taken, not- 
withstanding he may be interested in the matter: provided 
also, that such seaman shall not in any case where he shall have 
been so examined receive any part of any penalty to be im- 
posed, but only such sum as the magistrates before whom the 
case shall be heard shall adjudge him to receive for any monies 
or effects which shall appear to have been depouted by him 
with any such person as aforesaid.* 

Foniklcttoa^ 13. And be it enacted, that the justices before whom any 

TictioB. person shall be summarily convicted of any offence against this 

act may cause the conviction to be drawn up in the following 

form of words, or in any other form of words to the same effect, 

as the case shall require ; (that is to say), 

' Be it remembered, that on the day of 

in the year of our Lord 
at in the county of [or 

riding, division, liberty, city, jfc, as \tke cat§ may £0], 
A. O. is convicted before us \riaming the justices}^ two of 
Her Majesty's justices of the peace for the said county [or 
riding, jfc] for that he the said A. O. did [specify thg 
offence^ and the time and place when and where tke same 
was committed^ as the case may be'\ ; and^ we the said ju6> 
tices adjudge the said A» O. for his said oftence to forfeit and 
pay the sum of [here state the amount of the fine imposed, 
and, when necessary, add the words " over and above the 
sum of jt! , which we the said justices do hereby ad* 

judge to be forthwith paid to the said E. F. [the seaman}, 
the same being the value of monies, docunaents or>effects of' 
the said E. F. received by or taken into the possession or 
under the control of the said A. O.*'] ; and we the said 
justices do also adjudge the iaid A, O. to pay the sum of 
for costs, and in default of immediate payment of 
the said sums of to be imprisoned in the 

for the space of unless the said sums shall l)0 

sooner paid [or, and we order that the said sums of 
shall be paid by the said A.O. on or before the day 

of ] ; and we direct that the sum of 

part of the said penalty, together with the said sum of 
for costs, shall be paid to C. D. [the party informmgyy 
and the residue of the said penalty shall be paid to the 
Seaman's Hospital Society. Given under our hands, the day 
and year first above mentioned.' 

* See 13 & 14 Vic. c. 93, s. 107. 
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14. And be it enacted, that no luch conviction aball bo ^ocertiu- 
quaabed for wnnt of form, or be removed by certiorari or other- ^^^ g^^ 
wise into any of Her Majesty's superior conrts of record ; and 

no warrant of commitment shall be held void by reason of any 
defect therein, provided it be therein alleged that the party has 
been convicted, and there be a good and valid conviction to 
sustain the same. 

15. And be it enacted, that the words ^* merchaiit ships" Explanatory 
inserted in this act shall be understood to include every de- clause, 
scription of sea-going, trading, or passnge vessel lying and being 

within the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 

16. And be it enacted, that this act shall come into opera- Connnaence- 
tion at the following times ; (that is to say), on the fir«t day of mentor Act. 
September, so far as renpects the power of licensing herein- 
before given to the Lords of the said Committee of Privy 
Council, and on the first day of November, so far as respects 

all other enactments of this act. 

17. And be it enacted, that this act may be amended or Alteration of 
repealed by any act to be passed during the present session of ^^^ 
Parliament. 



MERCANTILE MAEINE ACT. 



AN ACT 

FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITION OF MASTERS, MATES, 
AND SEAMEN, AND MAINTAINING DISCIPLINE IN 
THE MERCHANT SERVICE. 

13 & 14 Victoria, cap. 93> 

Whereas it is expedient to make provudon for improving the 
condition of Matters, Mates, and Seamen, and for maintaining 
discipline, in the British merchant service : be it enacted, by 
the Queen's most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, 

1. That this act may be dted as " The Mercantile Marino 
Act, 1850." 

2* And be it enacted, that in the construction of this act 

the following words and expressions shall have the meanings 

hereby assigned to them, if not inconsistent with the context 

or subject matter ; (that is to say). 

Number and Words of one number or gender shall import all numbers 

gender: and genders: 

<i 11^,. ]||^. The expression ** Her Majesty *' shall include Her MNJesty, 

Jesty : " ^®' hein and successors : 

"Her Ma- ^^® expression ^ Her Majesty's dominions" shall include 

Jetty'i domi- ^^^ Majesty's dominions strictly so called, and all terri- 

nioDs:" tones under the government of the East India Company, 

and all other territories (if aoy) governed by virtue <^ 
any charter or license from the Crown or Parliament of 
Great Britain : 
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The ezpretiion *< United KiDgdom" sh«n include Great "United 
Britain and Ireland : Kingdom : ** 

Tile ezpreaeion ** Board of Trade " Bhall mean the Com- •• Board of 
mittee of her Majesty*! Privy Council appointed for the Trade;" 
consideration of matters relating to trade and foreign 
plantations : 

The word ** consular officer" shall include consul-general, •< Connular 
consul, and vice-consul : officer : ** 

The word "ship" shall include every description of sea- "Ship:'* 
goiug vessel : 

The eipression "Home-trade ship" shall include every '^Home-trade 
** ship *' to which this act applies employed in trading or ship : " 
going within the following limits ; (that is to sayX the 
coasts of the United Kingdom, the Islands of Guernsey, 
Jersey, Sark, Aldemey, and Man, and the continent of 
Europe between the river Elbe and Brest inclusive : 
. The expression ** Foreign-going ship " shall inclnde every *< Foreign- 
'* ship " to which this act applies employed in trading or goiug ship : " 
going beyond the limits aforesaid : 

The word ''seaman" shall include every person (except *< Seaman ; " 
masters and apprentices duly indentured and registered) 
employed or engaged to serve in any capacity on board any 
••ship:" 

The expression <' General Merchant . Seamen's Act " shall " General 
mean an act passed in the session holden in the seventh Merchant 
and eighth yean of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Seamen's 
Victoria, intituled *' An Act to amend and consolidate Act:** 
the laws relating to Merebant Seamen, and for keeping 7 A 8 Vict, 
a register of Seamen s** ell 9. 

The expression *< Seamen*s Protection Act " shall mean an «« seamen's 
act passed in the session holden in the eighth and ninth Protection 
yean of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, in- Act:** 
tituled " An Act for the Protection of Seamen entering g ^ g yi^^ 
on board Merehaat Ships.** ^ c 116. 

8. And be it declared and enacted, that the words ^* seaman ** Explanation 
and •* seamen" in the sakl •'Seamen's Protection Act" are audaltera- 
meant to include any person or persons about to serve as sea- Uon of terms 
men, notwithstanding that they, have not previously been at sea, in 8 ft 9 Vict 
and are also meant to include apprentices in the sea service and c. 116. 
persons about to become such apprentices ; and that the said 
•' Seamen's Protection Act" shall, after the thirty-first day of 
December One thousand eight hundred and fifty, be read and 
construed as if the expression <• the ship*s husband " were re- 
placed by the expression '' a mate of the ship," and the expres- 
sion *' ship's husband" were replaced by the expression ** mate 
of the ship/^ o 2 



162 



THE SHIPMASTERS GUIDE. 



Jl» to parts 
which affect 
or repeal 
former acta ; 

Ab to re- 
mainder : 



Ai to boards, 
&Cm shipping 
and register 
ofl9ces» and 
examina- 
tions; 

As to pro- 
duction of 
certificates} 
ftc. 



4. And be it enacted, that the several parts of this act 
which relate to any ships, or to the owners, masters, mates, 
seamen, or apprentices of any ships, shall, so far as the context 
and subject matter admit, have the following applications ; 
(that is to say), 
So much of this act as repeals, alters, or explains any exist- 
ing enactment shall apply to the same ships and to 
the same matters and persons to which such enactment 
applies : 
The remainder of this act shall, so far as the context and 
subject admit, apply to all ships registered or licensed 
in the United Kingdom, (except such as are exclu- 
sively employed in fishii^ on the coasts of the United 
Kingdom, and such as belong to the corporation of the 
Trinity House of Deptford Strond, the commissioners of 
northern lighthouses, or the corporation for preserving and 
improving the harbour of Dublin, and also except plea- 
sure yachts,) and also to all ships registered or licensed 
in any other part of Her Majesty's dominions, and em- 
ployed in trauding or going between any place in the 
United Kingdom and any place or places not situate in 
the territory or colony in which such ship is registered, 
and to the owners, masters, mates, and crews of such 
ships respectively. 

5. And be it enacted, that the several parts of this act 
shall come into operation at the several times following ; (that 
is to say). 

So much of this act as relates to the appointment of new 
officers of the Board of Trade, and to the powers hereby 
given to that Board, and to the constitution and powers of 
Local Marine Boards, and to the register office for sea- 
men, and to the establishment of shipping offices, and of 
examinations for masters and mates, shall come into opera- 
tion immediately on the passing hereof : 
So much of this act as relates to the compulsory production 
of certificates of masters and mates, agreements with sea- 
men, advances and allotments of wages, health on board 
ship, desertion, discipline, log books, payment of wages, 
and discharge of seamen, shall, with respect to such 
ships as are in the United Kingdom on the first day 
of January One thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, 
and to the owners, masters, mates, and crews thereof^ 
come into operation on that day; and with respect to 
such ships as are not within the United Kingdom on 
that day, and to the owners, masters, mates, and crews 
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thereof, m toon after the first tuhtequent arrivtl of tueh 
•hip in the United Kingdom as preparations are com- 
menced for a further voysge or departure from any pUce 
therein : 
And the remainder of this act shall oome into operation on As to re- 
the first day of January One thousand eight hundred and "Bainder. 
fifty-one. 

6. And be it enacted, that the Board of Trade shall un- New duties 
dertske the general superintendence of matters relating to '^^ powers 
the British Mercantile Marine, and shall be authorised to carry ff«nerally. 
this act into execution, and to enforce by legal proceedings or 

by such other lawful means as may seem to it expedient, the 
provisions of this set and of all other acts and laws relating 
to the British Merchsnt service, and may al»o open an account 
or accounts with the Bank of England in the manner and for 
the purposes hereinafter mentioned. 

7. And be it enseted, that at such seaports of the United Coattltutioo 
Kingdom as have in ships ordinarily employed as Foreign* and Auctions 
going ships a registered tonnage of thirty thousand tons or ^ ^^^^ 
upwards, and at such other places as the Board of Trade ^^J?^ 
may appoint for the purpose, local marine Boards shall be °®*'°'* 
established for carrying into efiiect the provisions of this act, 

under the superintendence of the Board of Tiade ; and each 
of such local marine boards shall be constituted as follows; 
that is to say, the mayor or provost and the stipendiary magia* 
irate, or such of the mayors or provosts and stipendiary magis- 
trates of the place (if more than one) as the Board of Trade 
may appoint, shall be a member or members ex (^ficio^ the 
Board of Trade shall appoint four members from residents 
in the place or within seven miles thereof, and the owners of 
such Foreign-going shipping as aforesaid registered at the port 
ahall elect six members, to be qualified as hereinafter men* 
tinned ; and such appointments and elections shall, in the first 
instance, take place on the twenty-fifVh day of October, One 
thousand eight hundred and fifty, and shall afterwards take place 
on the twenty-fifth day of October in every third succeeding 
year, except in the case of occasional vacancies by death, resig- 
nation, disqualification, or otherwise, which shall be filled up 
within one calendar month after they occur ; and every person 
elected on an occasional vacancy shall continue a member until 
the next ordinary triennial election ; and the mayor or provost 
shall fix the place and mode of conducting such elections, and 
also on occasional vacancies the day of election, and shall give 
at least ten days' notloo thereof; and the Board of Trade shall 



164 



THE SHIPMASTERS GUIDE. 



Minutes and 
business of 
local boards. 



have flower to decide any questions which may be raised cobcem- 
log the conduct of such elections : provided, that no act of any 
local board shall be vitiated or prejudiced by reason of any 
irregularity in the election of any of its members, or of any error 
in the list of voters hereinafter mentioned, or of any irregularity 
in the making or revising such list, or by raason of any person 
who is not duly qualified as hereinafter provided acting upon 
such board : provided also, that if in any place, by reason of 
any election not taking place, or of the constant non-attendance 
of all or the greater part of the elective members, or from any 
other cause, any local marine board fails to meet or to discharge 
its duties, the Board of Trade may, if such failure occurs 
within three months before the nezt triennial election of such 
local marine board, undertake such duties provisionally until 
such election, or, if such failure occurs more than three months 
before such election, may direct a new election of the elective 
members of such local marine board to be had immediately. 

8. And be it enacted^ that every local marine board shall 
keep minutes of its proceedings, in such mode as the Board of 
Trade may prescribe, and such minutes, and all books or docu- 
ments used or kept by any local marine board, or by any 
examiners, shippiog masters, or other officers, under the con- 
trol of any local marine board, shall be open to inspection of 
the Board of Trade and its officers; but every local marine 
board may regulate the mode in which its meetings are to be 
held ahd its business conducted. 
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9. And be it enacted, that owners of Foreign-going ships 
registered at any seaport in which there is to be a local marine 
board shall have votes at the election of members of such board, 
as follows ; (that is to eay), every registered owner of two 
hundred and fifty tons in the whole of such shipping shall, on 
the election of each member, have one vote for every two 
hundred and fifty tons owned by him, so that his votes for any 
one member do not exceed ten ; and for the purpose of ascer- 
taining such qualification the following rules will be observed ; 
(that is to say), in the case of a Foreign-going ship regis- 
tered in the name of one person, such person shall be deemed 
to be the owner ; and in the case of a Foreign-going ship 
registered in distinct and several shares in the names of more 
persons than one, the tonnage shall be apportioned among 
the owners as nearly as may be in proportion to their re- 
apective shares, and each of such persons shall be deemed the 
owner of the tonnage so apportioned to him ; and in tlie 
irase of a Foreign-going ship, or shares of a Foreign-going ship^ 
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registered jointly Tnthout seTennoe of interest in the names of 
more persons than one, the tonnage shall, if it is sufSdent, 
either alone or together with other tonnage (if any) owned by 
such joint owners, to give a qualification to each of them, be 
ap}Vortioned equally between the joint owners, and each of such 
joint owners shall be deemed the owner of the equal share so 
apportioned to him, but if the tonnage aforesaid is not so 8u£* 
ficient, the whole of such tonnme shall be deemed to be owned 
by such one of the joint owners resident at the port« or within 
seven miles thereof, as is first named on the register ; and in 
malting apportionment any portion may be strucic off so as to 
obtain a divisible amount ; and the whole amount of tonnage 
so owned by each person, whether in ships or shares of or 
interest in ships, shall be added together, and if sufficient 
shall constitute his qualification ; provided that no person 
appearing by the register to be a mortgagee or trustee for sale 
shall be entitled to vote, but the person who, subject to such 
mortg^:e or trust, is the registered owner, shall for the pur- 
pose of voting be considered the owner as if no such mortgage 
or trust existed. 

10. And be it enacted, that the collector of Her Majesty's Register of 
customs in every seaport of the United Kingdom at which there votes for 
is to be a local marine board shall, with the assistance of the election of 
registrar of seamen, on or before the twenty-fifth day of Septem- board, 
ber in the present and in every third succeeding year, make out 

or cause to be made out an alphabetical list of all persons who 
may be entitled by virtue of this Act to vote in the election of 
a member or members to serve on the local marine board of 
such seaport ; and in such list the christian name and surname 
and residence of every person shall be written in full length, 
together with the number of votes te which such person is 
entitled ; and the said collector shall sign such list, and shall 
cause a sufficient number of copies of such list to be printed, 
and to be fixed on or near the doors of the custom house at 
such seaport for two entire weeks next after such list has been 
made ; and the said collector shall likewise keep true copies of 
such list, to be perused by any person, without payment of any 
fee, at all reasonable hours during such two weeks. 

11. And be it enacted, that two of Her Majesty's justices of Revision of 
the peace, to be nominated triennially by the mayor or provost list of voters, 
of every seaport at which there is to be a local marine board, 

and which nomination the said mayor or provost is hereby 
required from time to time to make, shall, between the eighth 
and fifteenth days of October, both inclusive, in the present and 
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in every tbird luoceeding year, haying fint given tiiree days' 
notice of such revision by advertising the same in one or more 
newspapers in such seaport, and by affixing such notice on or 
near to the doors of the custom house of such seaport, revise at 
such custom house, or in some convenient room or place near 
thereto to be hired for the purpose by the said collector, the 
list so made out as aforesaid ; and on every such revision any 
person whose name has been omitted from such list may claim 
to be inserted therein, and any person whose name has been 
inserted in such list may object to any other person as not being 
entitled to have his name inserted therein ; and the said 
revisers may insert the name of any such person io claiming to 
be inserted in such list, on proof of his being entitled to have 
his name so inserted, and shall retain the name of any person so 
objected to, if the objection shall not have been established to 
their satisfaction, and shall retain in the aaid list the name 
of every person to whom no such objection shall have been 
made } and the decision of the said revisers with respect to 
every such list shall be final and conclusive, without appeal ; 
and the said revisora shall immediately after such revision sign 
their names at the foot of the list so revised ; and such list, so 
revised, shall be the register of voters in the election of mem- 
bers to the local mnrine board of such seaport for three yeara 
from the twenty-fifth day of October then next ensuing, inclu- 
sive, to the twenty-fourth day of October inclusive, in the 
third succeeding- year ; and when and so soon as the said list is 
BO signed the same shall be delivered to the mayor or provost of 
the said seaport, who shall cause a sufficient number of copies 
thereof to be printed, and delivered to any voter applying for 
the same. 

Registers to 12. And be it enacted, that the collector of Her Majesty's 
be produced, customs ofvyvery such seaport shall, for the assistance of the 
said re visors in revising the said list, produce to them the books 
containing the register of ships registered at such seaport, and 
such revisora shall be allowed to inspect the same; and tlie 
registrar of seamen shall also produce or transmit to such 
re visors such certified Axtracts or returns from the books in his 
custody as may be necessary for the same purpose. 

Expeocea of 13. And be it enacted, that all expences incurred by the said 

collecior, collector at any such seaport in making and printing the said 

mayor, or Hat, and in the revision thereof, and all expences of the mayor 

provost, to oj. piuvost in printing the same, shall be certified by the said 

be repaid to jugtices, in writing under their hands, and shall be repaid to 

"** the said collector, mayor, and provost by the Board of Trade^ 
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and the Board of Trade shall alto repay to the laid mayor or 
proTott all expencet properly incurred by them in electiona 
under this act. 

14. And be it enacted, that every person whose name shall Personn on* 
appear on such revised list, and no .other person, shall be quali- list qaalifled 
fied to vote at the election of members of the local marine to vote, 
board at such seaport to be held on the twenty-fifth day of 

October next after the revision of such list, and at any 
occasional election held at any time between that day and the 
next ordinary triennial election of members of the said hoard. 

15. And be it enacted, that every male person who is, Qaaliflcation 
according to such revised list, entitled to a vote or votes, and of members 
shall reside in the seaport for which such list has been revised, of local 

or within seven miles thereof, shall be qualified to be elected a marine 
member of the local marine board of such seaport : provided boards, 
always, that every such person elected to such board who after 
such election ceases to be an owner of such quantity of tonnage 
as would entitle him under this act to one vote as aforesaid, or 
to reside as aforMaid, shall no longer continue to act or be 
considered as a member of such board, and thereupon another 
election of a qualified member shall take place and be had in 
the stead of such member of the said board ceasing to be entitled 
or to reside as aforesaid. 

16. And be it enacted, that any functions or powers relating CeriA*n fanu- 
to seamen or apprentices not employed in Her Majesty's tionsorAd- 
aervice, which are now vested in or exercised by the Lord High miraity may 
Admiral or the Commissioners for executing his office, may, ^^ tram- 
with his or their consent be transferred to and exercised by the ^^"^ ^ 
Bo«d of T«de. «'iSl " 

17. And bo it enacted, that the Board of Trade shall New officers 
nominate two proper persons to assist such board in the execu- and servants 
tion of this act, and may from time to time remove and to be ap- 
replace them, and appoint an annual salary not exceeding six poinded, 
hundred pounds to each of them, and may also for the pur- 
rees aforesaid from time to time appoint and remove such 

ofiScers, clerks, and servants as it may deem necessary, and fix 
and alter the amount of salaries and wages to be paid to them. 

18. And be it enacted, that the Board of Trade shall Accounts to 
«ause accounts of all monies received or paid by it or by its be laid before 
agents, in pursuance of this act, during the preceding year, and Parliament. 
of all monies or investments applicable to any of the purposes 
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of this act of whicli it may be possessed for the time bdog, to 
be laid before each house of Parliament in the month of 
January in every year, if Parliament is then sitting, or, if 
Parliament is not then sitting, within one month after the next 
meeting thereof. 

19. And be it enacted, that all documents purporting to be 
originals or copies of any minutes or orders of the Board of 
Trade on matters connected with the merchant service or of any 
scales of fees settled by it in pursuance of this act, and pur- 
porting to be sealed with the seal of the Board of Trade, 
shall be taken as evidence of such minutes, orders, and scales 
of fees respectively, without any further proof. 

20. And be it enacted, that the Board of Trade shall 
sanction forms of the several documents which are required to 
be in any particular form by the *' General Merchant Seamen's 
Act,** or by so much thereof as is in force for the time being, 
and may vary such forms from those contained in the schedules 
thereto, not omitting any essential particulars.* 

21. And be it enacted, that the Board of Trade shall 
cause all such forms as are hereby required to be sanctioned by 
it to be prepared, and to be sealed with such seal as aforesaid, 
or to be marked with some other distinguishing mark to be 
devised and employed for that purpose, and shall cause such 
forms to be issued and sold as hereinafter mentioned ; and all 
books and documents hereby required to be made in forms so 
sanctioned shall, if made in forms purporting to be so sealed or 
marked, be taken to have been made in such forms, unless the 
contrary is proved ; and no book or document hereby required 
to be in a form so. sanctioned shall be admissible in evidence 
in any civil proceeding on the part of any owner or master of 
a vessel unless the same purports to be so sealed or marked : 
provided, that the first set of forms to be so issued shall be 
drculated amongst the local marine boards and otherwise pub* 
lished for six weeks previous to the first day of January One 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, and after the first day of 
January, One thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, no new form 
shall be finally issued and brought into use, unless the same bati 
three months or upwards previously to such issue, been circulated 
amongst the local marine boards or otherwise published.* 

Forms to be 22. And be it enacted, that all instruments hereby required 
exempt from ^ ^^ m^de in forms sanctioned by the Board of Trade shall. 
Stamp Duty. |f ^^^^^ j^ jy^|j fonng^ \^ exempt from stamp duty, 

• See 14 & 15 Vir. c 103, s. 32. 
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2d. And be it enacted, tliat every person who foi'gCB or Penalties for 
procures to be forji^ed or assists in forgoing sucli seal or other forgery of 
distinguishing marlc as aforesaid, or who fraudulently alters or "«*li and 
procures to be altered or assists in altering any form issued by Araadulent 
the Board of Trade, with the view of evading any of the »»i«f***on ©^ 
provisions of this act, or any condition contained in such form, ®'™'« 
for each offence shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, or 
shall be liable summarily to a penalty not exceeding fifty 
pounds, or to imprisonment not exceeding three months, with 
or without hard labour, as the justice or court bearing the ease 
may think fit ; and every person who in any case in which a for not using 
form sanctioned by the B<>aird of Trade is hereby required, forms isnued 
without reasonable excuse uses any form not purporting to be by the Board, 
so sanctioned, or who sells, buys, or uses any document pur- 
porting to be a form so sanctioned, knowing the same not to be 
so sanctioned, or not to have been prepared and issued by the 
Board of Trade, shall for each offence be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding ten pounds. 

24. And be it enacted, that examinations shall be insti- Examina- 
tuted for persons who intend to become masters or mates of tlons to be 
Foreign -going ships, or who wish to procure certificates of instituted for 
competency hereinafter mentioned ; and the Board of Trade ™"'«" •»* 
ahall from time to time determine on a general plan for the ^^ ^^ 
conduct thereof; and the local marine boards of such ports . >^' f/* n 
aa have in ships ordinarily employed as Foreign-going ships ' "' ■ 
a registered tonnage of thirty thousand tons or upwards, and 
•uch other local marine boards as the Board of Trade may 
appoint, shall provide for the examinations at their respective 
ports, and may from time to time remove and re-appoint 
ezaminen to conduct the same, and may, subject to the general 
auperintendence of the Board of Trade, regulate the same, and 
may, subject to the sanction of the Board of Trade, fix the 
remuneration of such examinen : provided, that if it appean 
to the Board of Trade that the examination for any two or 
more ports can be conducted without inconvenience by the 
same examinen, it may require and authorise the local marine 
boards of such ports to act together as one board in providing 
for and regulating ex'^minations, and appointing and removing 
examinen for such ports ; aud all examinen shall possess cer- 
tificates of qualification to be from time to time granted by the 
Board of Trade, and shall adhere to the general plan of exa- 
mination instituted by it ; and the Board of Trade may at any 
time depute any of its officen to be present aud assist at any 
examination, and any membera of the local marine board of 
the place where the examination is held may also be present and 
assist at such examination. p 
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25* And be it enacted, that all appticants for eztminfttion 
•hall pay tuch feefl, not exceeding the sams tpedfied in Sche- 
dule (A), at the Board of Tnde may direct, to sach penooe as 
it may appoint for that parpoce. 

26. And be it enacted, tb&t the Board of Trade shall deliver 
to every applicant who ia reported by the local examiners to 
have passed the examination safciefsctorily, and to have given 
satisfactory evidence of his sobriety, experience, ability, and 
general good condnet on shipboard, a certificate to the effect 
that he is competent to act as master or mate^ hereinafter 
called a certificate of competency* 

27. And be it enacted, that persons who have before the 
first day of January, One thousand eight hundred and fifty-one^ 
served as masters or mates in the British merchant service, or 
who have attained or noay hereafter attain the rsnk of lieu- 
tenant, master, passed mate, or second master, or any higher 
rank, in the naval service of Her Majesty or of the East India 
Company, shall be entitled, without payment of any fee, to 
certificates as masters or mates (as the case may be), differing 
in form from " certificates of competency," and hereinafter 
called '* certificates of service ;" and each of such certificates 
shall contain particulars of the name, place, and time of birth, 
and of the length and nature of the previous service of the 
person to whom the same is delivered ; and the Board of 
Trade shall deliver to any person who proves himself to have 
served as master in such manner and before such time as afore- 
said, or to have attained such rank as aforesaid, and who also 
gives a full and satisfactory account of the particulars aforesaid, 
a certificate of service, either as master or mate, as he may 
desire, and shall deliver to any person who proves himself to 
have served as mate in such manner and before such time as 
aforesaid, and who also gives a full and satisfactory account of 
the particulars aforesaid, a certificate of service as mate ; and 
the Boaid of Tiade may also, in cases in which it thinks fit 
so to do, give certificates of competency in lieu of certificates 
of service to any deserving persons who have attained such 
rank as above mentioned, or who before this act comes into 
operation have obtained certificates from the Board of Trade, 
without requiring them to be examined. 



Power to 28. And be it enacted, that if any master or mate is con- 

Boa victed of a misdemeanor under this act, or is superseded by 

Trade, under the order of a naval court constituted as hereinafter mentioned, 
certain con- ^he Board of Trade may thereupon cancel or suspend his 
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eertifkate, wh«tber of oompetenejr or lervice ; and if tho Board ditfoot, to 
of Trade or any local marine board ha» reason to belieye that cancel or 
any master or mate is from incompetency or misconduct unfit suipend cer- 
to discbarge his duties, such board may either institute an in- tiflcates. 
▼estigation, or, if eipedient, the Board of Trade may direct 
the local marine board at or nearest to the place at which it 
may be convenient for the parties and witnesses to attend to 
institute the same ; and thereupon such persons as the Board 
of Trade may appoint for the purpose, or as the case may 
be, the local marine board shall, with the assistance of a local 
stipendiary magistrate (if any), and if there is no such magis- 
trate, of a competent legal assistant to be appointed by the 
Board of Trade, conduct the inyestigatiou, and may summon 
the master or mate to appear, and shall give him full oppor- 
tunity of making a defence, either in person or otherwise, and 
may exercise any of the powers of procuring evidence herein- 
after given to special inspectors appointed by the Board of 
Trade, and shall on the conclusion of the investigation make a 
report upon the case to the Board of Trade ; and if such report 
is to the effect that such msster or mate is, either from incom- 
petency, or from habitusl drunkenness, or from tyrannical 
habits, unfit to discharge his duties, the Board of Trade may 
cancel or suspend his certificate, whether of competency or 
service ; and every master or mate whose certificate is can- 
ceiled or suspended shall thereupon deliver it to the Board of 
Trade, or as it may direct ; and such board may at any subse- 
quent time grant a fresh certificate to any person whose certi- 
ficate has been cancelled, and it may pay the expence of any 
such investigation as aforesaid, and may pay to such magis- 
trate or legal assistant as aforesaid such remuneration as it may 
deem fit : provided always, that no person interested in any 
ship shall take part in any investigation relating thereto, or to 
the conduct or competency of any master or mate thereof. 

29* And be it enacted, that all certificates, whether of com- The registrar 
potency or service, shall be made in duplicate, and one part to have no- 
ahall be delivered to the person entitled to the certificate, and Hceofgranu, 
the other shall be kept and recorded by the registrar of sea- cancella- 
men, or by such other person as the Board of Trsde may tion«.*c«o' 
direct so to do ; and the board shall give to the registrar or <^®^""<^*b"> 
such other person immediate notice of all orders made by it ^ ■•m^^'^ 
for cancelling, suspending, altering, or otherwise aflfecting any 
certificate ; and the registrar or such other person as aforesaid 
shall thereupon make a corresponding entry in the record of 
certificates ; and a copy purporting to be certified by the Duplicates 
registrar or his assistant, or by such person as aforesaid of any and entries. 
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to be e?i. certificato^ Bhall be primd faeie evidence of lach certificate, and 

dence. a copy purporting to be so certified as aforeeaid of any entry 

made as aforesaid in respect of any certificate shall be primd 

fucie evidence of the truth of the matters stated in such entry; 

In case of and in case' any master or mate proves to the satisfaction of the 

lou a copy to Board of Trade that he has innocently lost or been deprived 

be granted, of any certificate already granted to him, the board shall, upon 

payment of such fee (if any) as it may direct* cause a copy of 

the certificate to which by the record so kept as aforesaid he 

appears to be entitled to be made out and certified as aforesaid, 

and to be delivered to him, and any copy which purports to be 

so made and certified as aforesaid shall have all the effect of 

the original. 

No Foreign- 30. And be it enacted, that no Foreign-going ship shall 

going ship ii g^ to sea, unless the master and the first and second mates or 

to proceed to j^i^^ Q^^\y mate (as the case may be), if engaged to servo in those 

'^!Lr' i '^^ r ^P^i^i^* ^^ ^^® commencement of the voyage, have obtained 

th ^'^t'fi" '^^^ possess valid certificates either of competency or service 

cates of the 'PP'opriate to their several stations ; and no ofiScer of customs 

master and *^*^^ clear outwards any such ship or permit any such 

mates. i^ip ^ proceed to sea unless such appropriate certificates 

are produced to him | and the tide-waiters left on board shall 

be maintained at the expence of the master or owner until 

such certificates are produced^ and clearance may be delayed 

till such expence is satisfied. 

Penalties for ^^* ^^^ ^ ^^ enacted, that every person who makes or 

false repre- procures to be made or assists in making any false represonta- 

sentations ; tion for the purpose of obtaining for himself or for any other 

person a certificate either of competency or service, or who 

fraudulently foi|;es or alters, or procures to be forged or altered, 

for forging or or assists in forging or altering, any such certificate or any 

altering or oflScial copy of any such certificate, or who fraudulently makes 

traadulenily ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^y^ certificate or any copy of any such certificate 

"^ tm*°Le ^^ich is forged, altered, cancelled, suspended, or to which be 

is not justly entitled, for each offence shall either be deemed 

guilty of a misdemeanor, or shall be liable summarily to a 

penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, or to imprisonment not 

exceeding three months, with or without hard labour, as the 

for neglect- justice or court hearing the case may think fit ; and every per- 

iiig to give son who neglects or refuses to give up a cancelled or suspended 

up certificate certificate when required by the Board of Trade so to do^ 

when can- or who, having been engaged to serve as master or as first or 

celled ; second or only mate of any Foreign-going ship, goes to sea 

and forgoing as such master or mate without being at the time entitled to 
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and p o M e i wd of a TtHd and appropriate oertificato, or who to wa with, 
employ! aoy penon ai master or mate of any tach thip as out oeruA- 
aforesaid knowing him not to he entitled at the time to a valid cate. 
and appropriate eertiflcate, shall for each such offence he liable 
to a penalty not exceeding fifty ponnds. 

32. And he it enacted, that all powers of controlling and Transfer to 
regulating the general register and record office for seamen Board ol, 
which are given to the Lord High Admiral or the Commis- Trade of 
sioners for executing the office of Lord High Admiial by the control over 
said «» General Merchant Seamen's Act," and by an act passed '*»••*"«'• 
in the session of the fifth and sixth years of the reign of King 7*8 Vict. 

William the Fourth, intituled An Act to amend and eon' c. 112. 
eolidaie the Laws relating to the Merchant Seamen of the 6 AG Vf, 4, 

United Kingdomf and for forming and maintaining a (^* 19* 
Register tf all the Men engaged in that Service^ shall, 

from the time wiien this act comes into operation, be ye&ted in 
the Board of Trade; and such board may, with the cun- Power to 
currence of the said Lord High Admiral or Commissioners, dispense with 
dispense with the obserranoe of all or any of those parts of tlie so much of 
<* General Merohant Seamen's Act" which ralate to register 7 ft 8 Vict, 
tickets of seamen; and such board may direct tlie perform- ^* 'l^i*' 
ance by the registrar of sesmen of any other duties than those ^^^'^^^* ^ 
now imposed on him, or may unite bis office and duties with [f'J'V"^ 
any other office and duties relating to the merchant senrice, or ° " '* 
may abolish his office, and direct any duties thereof which the ^^^^^ ^^ 
board may think It desinble to continue to be performed by }^!^. ^ . 
such persons, being servants or sgents of the board, and in such ^g^ 
manner as the board may think fit ; and the Commissioners of 
Her Majesty's Treasury may make any alterations in the pay- J^^^ ^ 
ment of the salaries and allowances of the registrar, his assistants [^)|^^^ 
and clerks, and may regulate the salaries or allowances to be 
pud to them or to any other persons for performing any of his 
or their continuing duties. 

33. And be it enacted, that the registrar of seamen or such Registry, \ 
other person as the Board of Trsde may direct so to do how to be 
shall, so far as by means of the documents transmitted to him kept In 
he is able so to do, keep a record of such particulars relatiug to future, 
persons in the merchant service as are now recorded by him, or 

such other record of matters relating to such persons as the 
board may direct. 

34. And be it enacted, that all shipping^masters and officers shipping- 
of customs shall take charge of all documenta which are delivered masters and 
or transmitted to or retained by them in pursuance of this act, other officers 

p2 
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to traiumft and shall keq> them for Buch time (if any) as may be neeessarjr 
docamenu for the purpose of settling aoy businees arising at. the place, or 
to registrar, for any other proper purpose, and shall, if required, produce 
to be pre- them for any of such purposes, and shall then transmit them, 
served. excepting log-books, to the registrar of seamen, or to such other 

person as the Board of Trade may direct, to be by him 
Registrar to i^corded and preserved ; and the registrar, or such other per- 
permit in. ^<>n m the board may intrust with the custody of any such 
spection, to document, shall, on payment of a moderate fee to be fixed by 
produce ori- the hoard, or without payment of any fee if the board so direct, 
ginals, and allow any person to inspect the same, and, in cases in which 
give copies, the production of the original in any court of justice or else- 
where is essential, produce the same, and in other cases make 
and deliver to any person requiring it a certified copy thereof 
or of any part thereof; and every copy purporting to be so 
made and certified shall be received in evidence, and shall have 
all the eflect of the original of which it purports to be a copy. 

Local Boards 35. And be it enacted, that in every seaport in the United 
may establish Kingdom in which there is a local marine board, such board 
and regulate shall establish a shipping-office or shipping-offices, and may 
shipping procure the requisite premises, and appoint, and from time to 
offices. |.jqj^ remove and reappoint, superintendents of such offices, to 

be called shipping-masters, with any necessary deputies, clerks, 
and servants, and fix and from time to time alter their salaries 
and wages, and regulate the mode of conducting business at 
such offices, and have complete control over the same, subject 
to the approval and immediate direction of the Board of 
Trade so fur as regards the number of persons appointed, the 
amount of salaries and wages, and the receipt and payment of 
money ; and, subject as aforesaid, every shipping.master shall 
obey the directions of the local marine board by which he is 
appointed ; and all shipping-masters, deputies, clerks, and ser* 
vants shall before entering upon their duties give such security 
(if any) for the due performance thereof as the Board of 
Trade may require ; and every act done by or before any 
deputy duly appointed shall have the same effect as if done by 
or before the shipping-master : provided, that if in sny case any 
two members of any local marine board complain to the Board 
of Trade that any shipping-master, deputy, clerk, or servant 
appointed by such local marine board does not properly dis- 
chai^e his duties, the Board of Trade may investigate the 
case, and may, if the complaint is substantiated, remove him 
from his office, and may provide for the proper performance of 
his duties until another person is propi^rly appointed in his 
place. 
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36. And be it enacted, that it ihall be the general baiineu Butloen of 
of tbipping-maBten appointed at aforeaaid to afford facilitiri for a»ch officei 
engaging seamen by keeping registriea of their namei and generally, 
characters, to superintend and fiicilitate their engagement and 
discharge in manner hereinafter mentioned, to provide means 

for securing the presence on board at the proper times of men 
\vho are so engaged, and to perform such other duties in respect 
of seamen as are hereby or may hereafter be committed to 
them, 

37. And be it enacted, that the Board of Trade may, with Business may 

the consent of Her Majesty's Commissioners of Customs, be trans. 

cause any duties relating to seamen or apprentices which are furred trom 

now performed by officers of customs to he transferred to and customs to 

performed by shipping-masters appointed under this act. shipping. 

masters. 

• 

38. And be it enacted, that fees shall be payable upon Fees to be 
engagements and discharges, which in pursuance of this act are paid upon 
to be effected before shipping-masters as hereinafter mentioned, engagements 
so nevertheless that such fees shall not exceed the sums speci> &Qd dis- 
fied in Schedule (B) ; and, subject to such restriction, the Board charses, not 
of Trade shall fix and may alter the amount of such fees, and «*ceeding 
shall cause scales thereof to be prepared and to be conspicuously '"i!°'*V? n 
plared in the shipping-offices ; and all shipping-masters, their ^ ^ * * 
deputies, clerks, and servants, may refuse to proceed with any 
engagement or disehai^ unless the fees payable thereon are 

first paid. 

39. And be it enacted, that every owner or master of a Masters to 
ship engaging or discharging any crew or seaman in a shipping- pay fees, and 
office or before a shipping-master, shall pay to the shipping- to deduct 
master the whole of the fees hereby made payable in respect of P^^ f^m 
such engsgement or discharge, and may, notwithstanding any- ^H^» 
thing in the Seamen*s Protection Act contained, for the purpose 

of in part reimbursing himself, deduct in respect of each such 
engagement or discharge, from the wages of all persons (except 
apprentices) ao engaged or discharged, and retain, any sums 
not exceeding the sum specified in Uiat behalf in Schedule (G). Schedule C. 

40. And be it encated, that any shipping-master, deputy shipplng- 
ahipping-master, clerk, or servant who demands or receives any masters 
remuneration whatever, either directly or indirectly, for hiring, taking other 
supplying, or providing any seaman for any merchant ship, remunera- 
excepting the lawful fees payable under this act, shall for ^i<>° ^^ be 
eTery such offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty liable to 
pounds. P«*"*'^ 
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Forms iasaed 41. And be it enacted, that the Board of Trade shall cause 
by the Board printed forms of all agreements, advance notes, allotment notes, 
to be told at receipts, discharges, official log books, and other documents 
shipping- ythich in pursuance of this act are issued or sanctioned by the 
board for the use of persons engaged in or connected with the 
merchant service, to be supplied or sold at all sbippiog-offices, 
at such timesy to such persons, at such moderate prices (if any) 
and in such manner aa the board may direct, or by such other 
persons as it may license so to do. 



offices* 



be transacted 
at custom 
bouses. 



Busiuessof 42. And be it enacted, that the Board of Trade may, with 
shipping- ^)j0 consent of the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Customs, 
v??!!-"-*'-^ direct that at any place in which no separate shipping-offioe ia 
established the whole or any part of the business of the shipping- 
office shall be conducted at the custom house, and thereupon 
the same shall be there conducted accordingly ; and in respect 
of such business such custom house shall for all purposes he 
deemed to be a shipping-office, and the officer of the costoma 
there to whom such businen ia committed shall for all pur- 
poses be deemed to be a shipping-master, within the meaning of 
this Act. 



The Board 
may autho- 
rise sailors' 
homes to 
take and re- 
tain fees, 



and may ap- 
point sailors' 
homes in 
London. 



43. And whereas it ia expedient to eneonrage Sailora* 
Homes in the seaports of the United Kingdom : be it enacted, 
that if the Board of Trade or any local marine board appointa 
any superintendent or other person connected with any such 
home to be a shipping-master, or constitutes any office in any 
such home a shipping-office for all or any of the purposes of 
this act, the Board of Trade may authorise the whole or any 
portion of the fees paid at any such office to be appropriated for 
the use of such home : provided also, that in the port of 
London the Board of Trade may appoint any superintendent of 
any Sailors' Home, or any other person connected therewith, 
to be a shipping-master, with such deputies, clerks, and servanta 
as may be necessary, and may appoint any office in any such 
home to be a shipping-office, and may firom time to time 
revoke and alter such appointments ; and all shipping-masters, 
deputies, clerks, and servanta so appointed, and all shipinng* 
offices so constituted, in the port of London, shall be subject 
to the immediate control of the Board of Trade, and not to the 
local marine board of the port 

The Board 44. Xnd be it enacted, that the Boai^ of Trade may from 
may in any ^^^^ ^ ^jj^^ j^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^f ^^^^^^ dispense with the 

cases IS- traQMCtion before a shipping-maater or in a shipping-offioe of 
pensewi ^^ matters required by this act to be so transacted; and 
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thereupon tiich matten aha] I, if duly traniactrd at otherwise the ihippiiig. 
required by law, be as valid ai if transacted before a shipping- master's 
master or in a shippiDg-office. superinteo* 

dence. 

45. And be it enacted, that so much of the " General Repeal of 
Merchant Seamen's Act" aa relatea to agreements with seamen «o much of 
shall be repealed from the time when so much of this act aa 7 & 8 Vict, 
relates to the same particulars cornea into operation, except as c IIS, as 
to agreem en ta entered into and liabilities and penalties incurred ^eIateBto 
before that time ; and that such of the provisions of the same agreements, 
act as relate to tl^e delivery and production of the agreements **- ^* '• ** '• 
thereby required to any consular or naval officer or officer of ^* ^^ ^ 
customs abroad, and to endorsements to be made thereon by 

any such officer, shall apply to the agreements hereby required. 

46. And be it enacted^ that every master of a ship shall. Agreements 
on carrying any seaman to sea as one of his crew, enter into an ^^ ^ made 
agreement with him in the matter hereinafter mentioned : and ^^^ seamen, 
every such agreement shall be in a form to be sanctioned and <^°^>*>^Dff 
iaaued by the Board of Trade, and shall be dated at the time of [fj[||)|^''''^ 
the first signature thereof, and shall be aigned by the master 

before any seaman signs the same, and shall contain the follow^ 
ing particulars as terms thereof:— 

1. The nature, and, as far as practicable the length of the 

voyage or engagement on which the ship is to be 
employed : 

2. The time at which each seaman ie to be on board or to 

begin work :' 

3. The capacity in which each seaman is to serve : 

4. The amount of wages which each seaman is to receive : 

5. A scale of the provisions which are to be furnished to 

each seaman : 

6. Any regulations as to conduct on board, and at to flnet, 

short allowance of provisions, or other lawful punish- 
ments for misconduct, which have been sanctioned by 
the Board of Trade as regulations proper to be adopted, 
and which the parties i^ree to adopt : 
And shall be so framed as to admit of stipulations, to be 
adopted at the will of the master and seaman in each case, aa to 
advance and allotment of wages ; and may contain any other 
stipulations which are not contrary to law. 

47. And bo it enacted, that with respect to Foreign-going p^^ Foreign^ 
ships, every agreement (except in the apecial casea of agree- going ships 
menta made out of the United Kingdom and of agreements such agree- 
with substitutes hereinafter mentioDed) shall be signed by each ments, ex- 
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eept in spe- 
cial cases, to 
be made 
before and 
attested by a 
shipptug- 
master; 

to be in du- 
plicate i one 
copy to be 
retained, the 
other for the 
master. 

Provision for 
engagements 
abroad and 
for substi- 
tutes. 



seanuin in the pretence of a tbipping-master; snd saeh iliipping>- 
maater shall caute the ^reement to be lead over and explained 
to each seaman, or otherwise ascertain that each seaman under- 
stands the same, before he signs it, and shall attest each signa- 
ture ; and when the crew is first engaged the agreement shall 
be signed in duplicate ; and one part shall be retained by the 
shipping-master, and the other part shall contain a special place 
or form for the descriptions and signatures of substitutes or 
persons engaged subsequently to the first departure of the ship, 
and shall be delivered to the master ; and in the special cases 
of seamen engaged out of the United Kingdom, and of substi- 
tutes engaged in the place of seamen who have duly signed the 
agreement, and whose serrices are lost within twenty-four hours 
of the ship's putting to sea, by death, desertion, or other unfore- 
seen cause, the engagement may, when practicable, be made 
before some oflBcial shipping-master duly appointed dther in 
the United Kingdom or in Her Majesty's dominions abroad for 
the purpose of shipping seamen, and in the manner herein- 
before specified for ordinary cases happening in the United 
Kingdom ; and in sueh special cases whenever the engagement 
is not so made, the master shall, before the ship pots to sea, if 
practicable, and if not, as soon aftorwards as possible, cause the 
agreement to be read over and explained to the seaman, either 
before some consular officer, or before some officer of cus- 
toms, or on board the ship ; and the seaman shall thereupon 
sign the same in the presence of such officer, or of some other 
witness, who shall attest his signature : provided that nothing 
herein contained shall dispense with the sanction for shipping 
seamen at Foreign ports required by the Grenend Mercbani 
Seamen's Act. 



In Home- 
trade ships 
the agree- 
ment to be 
entered into 
either before 
a shipping- 
master or on 
board. 



48, And be it enacted, that with respect to Home -trade 
ships, crews or single seamen may, if the master thinks fit, be 
engaged or discharged before a shipping-master in the manner 
hereinbefore directed with respect to Foreign-going ships ; and 
in every case in which the engagement is not so made the 
master shall, before the ship puts to sea, if practicable, and if 
not, as soon afterwards as possible, cause the agreement to be 
read over and explained to each seaman, and the seaman shall 
thereupon sign the same in the presence of a witness, who 
shall attest his signature. 



Alterations ^^» And be it enacted, that every erasure, interlineation, 

to be void or alteration in any such agreement as aforesaid (except addi- 

uolenat- tions so made as hereinbefore directed for shipping substi- 

tested to tutes or persons engaged subsequently to the ,first departure 
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of the ihip) ihall be wholly iDopentiye, nnlcM proved to have been 
have been made with the coosent of all the pertont intereited made with 
by the written attettations (if made in Her Majetty's dominions) the cooteat 
of some shipping-mistery justice, officer of the oustoms, or o' *11 parties, 
other public functionary, or (if made out of Her Msjesty's 
dominions) of a consular officer, ofy where there is no consular 
officer, of two respectable British merchants. 

50. And be it enacted, that in the ease of Foreign-going Agreements 
ships the master shall, before quitting the first port of depar- ^o be pro- 
ture, produce and show to the collector or comptroller of duced by 
customs the agreement so signed and attested as aforesaid, and Foreign- 
no officer of customs shall clear any such ship outwards or ffoingthipion 
permit any such ship to proceed to sea without such production; departure, 
and the master shall also, within forty-eight hours after the anddellyered 
ship's arrival at her final port of destination in the United ^° *^^*^ * 
Kingdom, or upon the discharge of the crew, whichever first 

happens, deliver such agreement to the shipping, master, or, if 

there is no shipping-master, to the collector or comptroller of 

customs ; and the sbipping-master or officer of customs shall 

thereupon give to the master a certificate of such delivery ; and 

no officer of customs shall clear inwards any Foreign-going ship o^ij0,,y{M 

without the production of such certificate ; and in every case they are not 

in which any such ship is delayed for want of the production of to be cleared 

any agreement or certificate of the delivery thereof the tide- Inwards. 

waiters left on board shall be maintained at the ezpence of the 

master or owner until the same is produced, and clearance may 

be delayed till such ezpence is satisfied. 

51. And be it enacted, that in the case of Home-trade ships Agreements 
DO agreement shall extend beyond the next following thirtieth to be pro- 
day of June or thirty-first day of December, or the first arrival duced by 
of the ship at her final port of destination in the United King- Home-trade 
dom after such date ; and the owner or master of every such ships half- 
ship shall, within twenty- one days after the thirtieth dayof 7««riy; 
June and the thirty-first day of December in every year, trans- 
mit or deliver to some shipping-master or officer of customs in 

the United Kingdom every agreement made within the six 
calendar months next preceding such days respectively ; and 
the shipping-master or officer of customs shall thereupon give 
to the master or owner a certificate of such transmission or 
delivery ; and no officer of customs shall give to the master or otherwise " 
owner of any such ship as aforesaid a transire or any other they are not 
customs' document necessary for the conduct thereof without to receive 
the production of such certificate. transire* &c. 
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Seamen not 
U) be boand 
to produce 
«ny agree- 
ment or 
copy. 

Seamen not 
to lose lien 
for wages. 

Certain 
stipulations 
to be void. 



52. And be it enacted, thrit any seaman may bring forward 
evidence to prove the contents of any agreement or otherwise 
to support his case without producing or giving notice to pro- 
duce the agreement or any copy thereof. 

53. And be it enacted, that no seaman shall by reason of 
any agreement forfeit his lien upon the ship, or be deprived of 
any remedy for the recovery of his wages to which he would 
otherwise have been entitled ; and every stipulation which is 
inconsistent with any provision of this act or of any other act 
relating to merchant seamen, and every stipulation by which 
any seaman consents to abandon his right to wages in the case 
of the loss of the ship, or to abandon any right which he may 
have or obtain in the nature of salvage, shall be wholly 
inoperative. 

54. And be it enacted, that the master shall at the com- 
mencement of every voyage or engagement cause a legible 
copy of the agreement (omitting the signatures) to be placed 



Copy of 
agreement 
to be made 

accessible to ^^ board in such a manner as to be accessible to the crew, 
crew; 



Penalties on 
masters; 

for taking 
seamen to 
sea without 
agreement ; 

for non-pro- 
duction of 
agreement ; 

for not giving 
agreement to 
crew; 



for falsifying 
agreement. . 



Right to 
wages and 
provisions 



55. And be it enacted, that if in any case any seaman is carried 
to sea without entering into an agreement in the form and 
manner and at the place and time hereby in such case required, 
or if any agreement, or such copy thereof as aforesaid is not 
delivered or transmitted to a shipping-master or officer of customs 
at the time and in the manner hereby directed, the master in 
the case of a Foreign-going ship, and the master or owner in 
the case of a Home- trade ship, shall for each of such offences 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds ; and if a 
copy of the agreement is not placed on board in the manner 
hereinbefore directed, the master shall for such offence be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds ; and every 
person who fraudulently alters, or procures to be altered, or 
assists in altering, or makes or procures to be made, or assists 
in making, any false entry in, or delivers, or procures to be 
delivered or assists in delivering a false copy of any agreement, 
for each such offence shall either be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, or shall be liable summarily to a penalty not ex- 
ceeding fifty pounds, or to imprisonment not exceeding three 
months, with or without hard labour, as the justice or court 
hearing the case may think fit. 

56. And be it enacted, that a seaman's right to wages and 
provisions shall be taken to commence either at the time at 
which he commences work, or at the time specified in the 
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•gTMment for his commencement of work or pretence on when to 
board, whichever first fatppens : provided, that this enactment begin, 
shall not prejudice the infliction of any lawful punish men t, 
forfeituroi or fine ; nor shall any seaman be entitled to wages 
for any period daring which he refuses or neglects to work when 
required, whether before or after the time fixed by the agree- 
ment for his beginning work. 

57. And be it enacted, that any seaman who has signed an Seaman dis- 
agreement, and who is discharged before the commencement of charged be- 
the voyage, or before one month's wages are earned, without ^^^* voyage 
fisult on his part justifying such discbaige, and without his ^ ^*^^ ^""*' 
consent, shall be entitled to receive from the master or owner, P^o^^^on. 
in addition to any wages be may have earned, due compensa- 
tion for the damago thereby caused to him, not exceeding one 

month's wages, and may, on adducing such evidence as the 
justice hearing the case may deem satisfactory of his having 
been so improperly discbai|(ed as aforesaid, recover such com- 
pensatiod u if it were wages duly earned. 

58. And be it enacted, that so much of the Seamen's Pro- Repeal of 
tection Act as relates to advance of wages and advance notes 8*9 Viet, 
shall be repealed from the time when those parts of this act c. 116, s.?* 
which relate to the same particulars come into operation, ex- 

oept as to advances made and advance notes given before that 
time. 

59. And be it enacted, that no advance note shall be made Regulation 
except in forms sanctioned by the Board.of Trade, which are of advances 
to contain blanks for the number of days within which the and advance- 
notes are to be payable, and such other blanks as may be neces- notes. 

iary ; and no such form shall be altered except by duly filling 
up the blanks therein ; and no advance of wages shall be made 
or advance note given to any person but the seamsn himself; 
and no advance of w^es shall be made or advance note given 
unless the agreement contains a stipulation for the same and an 
•ocurate statement of the amount thereof; and no advance 
note shall be given to any seaman who signs the agreement be- 
fore a shipping-master^ except in the presence of such shipping- 
master, or, except in the case of a substitute, until four houn 
after the agreement has been so signed. 

60. And be it enacted, that if any advance of wages is made Advances 
or any advance note given to any seaman in any such manner n^de con- 
as to constitute a breach of any of the above provisions, the '^T ^ ^« 
wages of such seaman shall be recoverable by him as if no such «m^* f**^* 
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latioDs to be adyance had been made or promised ; and in the case of any 
no discharge advance note so given no person shall be sued thereon unless he 
of wages. was a party to suck breach. 
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61. And be it enacted, that whenever any advance note is 
discounted for any seaman, such seaman shall sign or set his 
mark to a receipt endorsed on the note, stating the sum actually 
paid or accounted for to him by the person discounting the 
same ; and such person may, after the expiration of ten days 
from the final departure of the ship from her last port of de- 
parture in the United Kingdom, sue for and recover the amount 
promised by the note, with costs, either from the owner, or 
from any agent who has drawn or authorised the drawing of 
such note, either in the county court or in the summary man- 
ner in which seamen are by the General Merchant Seamen*s 
Act enabled to sue for and recover wages not exceeding twenty 
certain evi- pounds ; and in any such proceeding it shall be sufficient for 
dence to be such person to prove that the note was given by the pwner or 
sufficient. by the master or some other authorised agent, and that the 
same was discounted to and receipted by the seaman ; and the 
seaman shall be presumed to have gone to sea with the ship, 
and to have duly earned or to be duly earning his wages, un- 
less the contrary is proved, either by the production of hit 
register ticket, or by the official statement of the change in the 
crew caused by his absence, made and signed by the master aa 
hereinafter required, or in some other manner.* 

Stipulations 62. And be it enacted, that all stipulations for the allotment 
for allotment of any part of the wages of a seaman during his absence 
to be inserted gball be inserted in the agreement, and shall state the amounts 
in agree* ^j^^ times of the payments to be made ; and all allotment notes 
shall be in forms sanctioned by the Board of Trade. 

63. And be it enacted, that every place in any ship ooca- 
pied by seamen or apprentices, and appropriated to their nse^ 
shall have a space of not less than nine superficial feet for every 
adult measured on the deck or floor of such place, which shall 
be kept free from stores or goods of any kind not being their 
personal property in use during the voyage; and every such place 
shall be securely and properly constructed and well ventilated. 

64. And be it enacted, that the duty of issuing a scale of 
medicines and medicaments, which is by the General Merchant 
Seamen's Act imposed on the Lord High Admiral, or the 
Commissioners for executing his office, shall be transferred to 
the Board of Trade. 

* Repealed by Sec. 16 of 14 & 15 Vic. c. 96, and o*her provisions 
substituted. 
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65* And bo it enacted, that in the case of ships bound to Board may 
any ports in Her Majesty's dominions in North Amerira, t!ie dispense with 
Board of Trade may, by general regulations, dispense with the ^^"^ j««c*» 
observance of so much of the General Merchant Seamen's Act ^^' *« c«rUln 
as relates to lime or lemon juice, sugar, and yinegar, and n.ay *^**®'* 
limit such dispensation to any class of such ships, and impose 
any conditions it may think fit, and may revoke any such 
dispensation. 

66. And be it enacted, that the Board of Tiude and the Board of 
local marine boards may appoint proper medical inspectors to Trade and 
inspect the medicines, medicaments, lime or lemon juice, sugRr- local board« 
and vinegar required by the General Merchant Seamen*s Act, may appoint 
and may, subject to the sanction of tho Board of Trade, fix inspectors of 
the remuneration of such persons : aud such medical inspectors o^^dinlnrs, 
aball for the purposes of such inspection have the same powers \r ^ . 
as the special inspectors hereinafier mentioned ; and whenever • '^ 

any such medical inspector reports to the collector or comp- gy„»iig^i 
troller of customs in any port, and at the same time to the 
master, owner, or consignee of any ship lying therein which 
is required to carry such articles, that in such ship, the said 
articles, or any of them, are deficient in quantity or quality, 
or are placed in improper vessels, the master of such ship, 
before proceeding to sea, shall produce to such collector or 
comptroller a certificate under the hand of such medical in- 
spector, or of some other medical inspector, to the effect that 
sue)) dcficieucy has been supplied or remedied, or that such 
improper vessels have been replaced by proper vessels, as the 
case may be ; and if such ship proceeds to sea without the pro- 
duction of such certificate, the owner, master, or consignee 
thereof shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty 
pounds : provided, that every such inspector, if required by 
timely notice in writing from the master, owner, or consignee, 
shall make his inspection three days at least before the ship 
proceeds to sea, and if the result of the inspection is satibfac- 
tory shall not again make inspection before the commencement 
of the voyage, unless he has reason to suspect that some of the 
articles inspected have been subsequently removed, injuted, or 
destroyed. 

67* And be it enacted, that any person who sells or supplies Persons 
any medicines, medicaments, lime or lemon juice, of bad selling bad 
quality, for the use of any ship, shall for each oflfence be liable drugs liable 
to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. to penalty. 

68. And be it enacted, that every master shall keep on Masters to 
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keep weights board proper weights and measures, for the purpose of deter, 
and measares mining the quantities of the several provisions and articles 
on board. served out, and shall allow the same to be used at the time of 

serving out in the presence of a witness^ whenever anj dispute 

arises about such quantities. 



69. And be it enacted, that if any place in any ship 
occupied by seamen or apprentices, and appropriated to their 
use, is not in the whole sufficiently large to give such space as 
hereinbefore required, or if any such place is not securely and 
properly constructed and well ventilated, the owner shall for 
every such offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty 
pounds ; and if any such space as aforesaid is not kept free 
from goods and stores as aforesaid, or if proper weights and 
measures are not kept or allowed to be used as hereinbefore 
directed, the master shall for eveiy offence be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding ten pounds. 

70. And be it enacted, that if any seaman, after signing the 
agreement as hereinbefore required, or any apprentice, wilfully 
neglects or refuses to join his ship, or deserts, and then, or 
afterwards is found or arrives at any place in which there is a 
court or justice capable of exercising jurisdiction under this 
act, he shall, on due proof of the of!ience, and, when prac- 
ticable, of a proper entry thereof in the official log-book, be 
summarily punished by imprisonment for a period not exceed- 
ing twelve weeks, with or without hard labour, at the discretion 
of the court or justice inflicting the same : provided that, in 
cose the master, or the owner, or his agent so requires, such 
court or justice may, instead of committing the offender to 
prison, cause him to be conveyed on board for the purpose of 
proceeding on the voyi^e, or may deliver him to the master or 
any mate of the ship, or the owner or his agent, to be by them 
so conveyed, and may in such case order any costs and ex- 
pences properly incurred by or on behalf of the master or 
owner by reason of the offense, to be paid by the offender, and, 
if necessary, to be deducted from any wages which he may have 
then earned, or which by virtue of his then existing engagement 
he may afterwards earn. 

71. And be it enacted, that whenever a seaman or appren- 
tice neglects or refuses to join, or absents himself without leare 
or deserts from, any ship in which he is engaged to serve, 
the master or any mate, or the owner, ship's husband, or con- 
signee, may, for the purpose of carrying him before a justice, 

without war- apprehend or require any police officer or constable to apprehend 
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bim, without first proeuriog a wtrruit, but to oeverihelesB ai 
not to detain him in cottody more than twenty-four hpuri, or 
•uch shorter time at may in the particular case be reasonable, 
before the esse is heard or a proper warrant is procured ; but 
if any such apprehension appears to the court or justice before 
whom the case is brought to have been made on improper or 
on insufficient grounds, the master, mate, owner, ship's bus- 
band, or consignee who made the same, or caused the same to 
be made, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty 
pounds. 

72. And be it enacted, that if in the course of a voyage any on voyage 
seaman or apprentice is found absenting himself from his aesmen 
•hip without leave, the master or any mate, or the owner, found absent 
•hip's husband, or consignee, may, ill any plsce in Her Majesty's without 
dominions, with or without the assistance of the local authori- i<^*^« may 
ties, who are hereby directed to give the same if required, and ^ carried 
also at any place out of Her Majesty's dominions, if and so far ^^ hoard. 
•• the laws in foroe at such place will permit, apprehend him, 
And shall thereupon, if he so requires, and if practicable« con* 
vey him before some court of justice capable of hearing his 
complaint, to be dealt with according to law, or may, if he 
does not so require, or if there is no such court or justice at or 
near the place, at once convey him on board. 

73\ And be it enacted, that snch wages or parts of wages wagei for- 
forfeited for desertion as are, by the section of the General felted for 
Merchant Seamen's Act (Number IX.) in the copy printed by desertion to 
the Queen*8 printer, applicable to the reimbursement of the be recover- 
ezpences occssioned by such desertion to the master or owner able by mas- 
of the ship from which the seaman has deserted, may tar, ftc. who 
be recoven!d by such master or by the owner or his agent in *>•• •«ffe'ed 
the same manner as the seaman might have recovered the ^^ ^* deser- 
•ame if they had not been forfeited ; and any court or justice ^'^°* 
may in any proceeding relating to such wages order the same ^ * ^ ^'^ 
to be paid accordingly. c 1 12, s. 9. 

74. And be it enacted, that in all cases of desertion from any Entries and 
•hip in any place abroad the master shall produce the entry certificates 
of such desertion in the official log-book to the person or of desertion 
persons required by the General Merchant Seamen's Act to abroad to be 
indorse on the agreement a certificate of such desertion ; and copied, sent 
floch person or persons shall thereupon make and certify a copy home, and 
of such entry and also a copy of the said certificate of desertion ; admitted in 
and if such person is a public functionary be shall, and in other ! ^ff^ytlt 
<»aes the said master shall, forthwith transmit such copies ^^ «. us as 9^ 

<i2 46. 



186 



THE SHIPMASTERS OUIDE. 



false state-" 
ment as to 
last ship or 
name to be 
forfeiture. 



the registrar of seamen in England ; and the said registrar 
shall, if required, cause the same to be produced in any legal 
proceeding ; and such copies, if purporting to be so made and 
certified as aforesaid, and if shown to hare come from the 
custody of the said registrar, shall in any legal proceeding 
relating to such desertion he reoeiTed as evidence of the entries 
therein appearing, 

75. And he it enacted, that if any seaman on or hefore 
being engaged wilfully and fraudulently makes a fidse state- 
ment of the name of his last ship or last alleged ship, or 
wilfully and fraudulently makes a ftlse statement of his own 
name, he shall forfeit out of the wages he may earn by yirtue 
of such engagement a sum not exceeding five pounds ; and such 
sum shall, subject to reimbursement of the loss and expenoes 
(if any) occasioned by any previous desertion, he pud to the 
Board of Trade. 
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76. And be it enacted, that the Boaid of Trade may, hj 
regulations duly published, dispense with the necessity of 
obtaining such sanctions for the discharge of seamen in 
Her Majesty's dominions abroad as are required hy the 
General l^erchant Seamen's Act, and may limit such di»* 
pensations to any particular class of ships or voyages, and 
may impose any conditions it may think fit, and may revoke 
any such dispensation ; and whilst any such dispensation is in 
force any master, whose agreement permits of his so doing, 
may discharge his crew or any memhers thereof, without such 
sanction as aforesaid, in any place to which such dispensation 
may apply. 

Misconduct 77. And be it enacted, that any master or mate of, or any 
endangering seaman or apprentice belonging to any British ship, who by 
the ship or wilful breach of duty, or by neglect of duty, or hy reason ef 
life or limb, drunkenness, does any act tending to the immediate loss, de- 
a misde- ttruction, or serious dami^ of such ship, or tending imme- 
diately to endanger the life or limb of any person helonging to or 
on board of such ship, or who by wilfUl breach of duty, or by 
neglect of duty, or hy reason of dninlcenness, refuses or omits 
to do any lawful act proper and requisite to be done by him 
for preserving such ship from immediate loss, destruction, or 
serious dami^e, or for preserving any person belonging to or on 
board of such ship from immediate danger to life or limb, shall 
for each such ofi^ence he deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 



meaner. 



Certain of- 78. And he it enacted, that any seaman or apprentice who 
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whilit on MTTiee commits any of tbe following oflfeneei, and fencM to bo 
who thon is or aftorwards arriTos or is found at anj plaoe in punishable 
which there is a court or justice capable of exercising summary <mb arrifal in 
jurisdiction under this act, may, on due proof of the offence, vovu 
and of such entry thereof in the log-book as hereinafter di* 
rected, be summarily punished by imprisonment, with or with- 
out hard labour, not exceeding in duration the sereral periods 
following; (that is to say), 

1. Twelve weeks for wilfully damaging the ship, or em- Theft, or wil- 

bezzling or wilfully damaging any of her stores or cargo : tal dam^e ; 

2. Twelve weeks for assaulting any master or mate : aasaoltinc 

3. Four weeks for wilful disobedience to any lawful offlcert; 

command: actofdlt- 

4. Twelve weeks for continued wilful disobedience to lawful obedience; 

commands, or for continued wilful neglect of duty : continued 

5. Twelve weeks for combining with any other or others of disobedience 

the crew to disobey lawful commands, or to neglect or neglect of 
duty, or to impede the navigation of the ship or the duty; 
progress of the voyage : combininf 

provided always, that nothing hereinbefore contained shall to disobey or 
take away or abridge any powers which a master has over his neglect duty, 
crew. 

79. And he it enacted, that whenever any act of misconduct Fines to be 
is committed which is by the agreement subject to a fine, the deducted 
appropriate fine shall, if an entry of the offence is made and f^m wages, 
attested in the oiBcial log-book as hereinafter directed, and if *nd paid to 
the offence is proved to the satisfaction of the shipping-master shipping 
to whom the fine is to be paid, be deducted from the wages of °^**^'* 
the offender ; and the master or owner shall pay over every 
fine so deducted as follows ; that is to say, in the case of 
Foreign-going ships to the shippingb^msster before whom the 
crew is discharged, and In the case of Home-trade ships to 
the shipping-master at or nearest to the plaee at which the 
crew is discharged ; and any master or owner who neglects or Penalty, 
refuses to pay over any such fine as aforesaid shall for each 
offbnce be liable to a penalty not exceeding six times the 
amount of the fine retained by him : provided always, that 
if, before the final discharge of the crew in the United King- 
dom, any such offender as aforesaid enters into any of Her 
Majesty's ships, or is discharged abroad, the offence shall then 
be proved to the satisfaction of the ofiSoer in command of the 
ship into which he so enters, or of the consular ofiScer, officer 
of customs, or other person by whose sanction he is so dis- 
charged ; and the fine shall thereupon be deducted as afore- 
said ; and an entry of such deduction shall then be made in 
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the offieial log-book, and signed by such officer or oihet 
person ; and such fioe shall, on the return of the ship to the 
United Kiogdom, in the case of Foreign-going ships, be paid 
to the shipping-master before whom the crew is dischaiged, 
and in the case of Home-trade ships to the shipping-master 
at or nearest to the place at which the crew is discharged. 
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80. And be it enacted, that whenever in any proceeding 
under the General Merchant Seamen*s Act or this act any 
question arises concerning any offence committed by a 
seaman or apprentice which is punishable under either of 
such acts, the court or justice hearing the same may, if the 
justice of the case requires, order the offender to be punished, 
both by lawful imprisonment appropriate to the case, and, in 
addition, may make such order in regard of wages accruing 
due in the meantime as to such court or justice may seem fit. 

ft 

81. And be it enacted, that no seaman or apprentice 
shall be entitled to any pecuniary allowance on account of any 
reduction in the quantity of provisions furnished to him during 
such time as he wilfully and without sufficient cause refuses 
or n^lects to perform his duty, or is lawfully under confine- 
ment for misconduct either on board or on shore, or during 
such time as such quantity may be reduced in accordance with 
any regulation for reduction by way of punishment contained 
in the agreement. 

82. And be it enacted, that i^ whilst any ship is out of 
Her Majesty's dominions, a complaint is made by the master 
or by any of the certificated mates, or by one-third or more of 
the seamen in her crew, or by the consignee, to any naval 
officer in command of any ship of Her Majesty, or, in the 
absence of such naval officer, to any consular officer, such 
naval or consular officer shall thereupon, if circumstances 
admit, and if he thinks the ease requires immediate investiga- 
tion, but not otherwise, summon a court consisting of not 
more than five and not less than three members, of whom, if 
possible, one shall be a naval officer not below the rank of 
lieutenant, one a consular officer, and one a master of a 
British merchant ship, and the rest shall be either naval 
officers, masters of British merchant ships, or British mer- 
chants, and such court may include the naval or consular 
officer summoning the same, but shall not include the master 
or consignee of the ship to which the parties complaining or 
complained against may belong; and the naval or consular 
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oiScer on luch court, if there !• onlj one luch officer on the 

court, and if there it more than one, the nayil or consular 

officer ^ho according to any regulation! for tettling their 

respective ranks for the time being in force is of the highest 

ranic, shall be the president of such court ; snd such court 

shall hear the case, and may for that purpose summon and 

compel the attendance of parties and witneases, and administer 

oaths and affirmations, and order the production of documents, 

and maj discharge any seaman from his ship, and may, if the 

court ia unanimous that the safety of the ship or crew, or the 

interests of the owner, absolutely require it, supersede the 

master, and appoint another person to act in his stead, such 

appointment to be made with the consent of the consignee of 

the ship, if then at the place ; and shall, whether any order is Report to be 

made or not, make a report containing a statement of the pro- sent home. 

oeedlngs and of the evidence, and send it to the Board of 

Trade; and such report, if purporting to be signed by the 

senior naval officer or master, or to be sealed with the consular 

seal, and if produced out of the custody of the Board of Trade 

or its officers, shall be admitted in evidence in any legal 

proceeding. 

83. And be it enacted, that such court may order the costs ^^ ^ P^ 
of the proceeding before it (if any), or any portion thereof, to ^ "' *'* 
be paid by any of the parties thereto, and may order any person ^JJH^I-of 
making a frivolous or vexatious complaint to pay compensation ^^i^y. 

for any loss or delay caused thereby ; and any cost or compen- 
sation so ordered shall be paid by such person accordingly, and 
may be recovered in the same manner as other sums hereby 
made recoverable, or may, if the case admits, be deducted from 
his wages ; and the Board of Trade may, in any case in which 
it thinks fit so to do, pay any costs of any such proceeding, and 
make any reasonable compensation for any damage or delay 
caused thereby. 

84. And be it enacted, that any person who wilfully and P«>*Hy 'or 
without due cause prevenU or obstructs the making or investl- J^^JJjJJ 
gation of any such complaint as aforesaid, shall for each oflbnce 

be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, or to impri- 
sonment, with or without hard labour, for a perio<l not exceed- 
ing twelve weeks. 

85. And be it enacted, that the Board of Trade shall The Board 
sanction forms of official log'books, which may be different for is to sanction 
different classes of ships, and shall contain, amongst other fbrms of log- 
things, blanks for the entries hereinafter required, and for books, which 
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eDtriet as to the character and conduct of the several memhen 
of the crew ; and an official log of every ship shall be kept in 
the sanctioned form, and all the blanks therein shall be dulj 
filled up ; and in all cases the entries shall be made as soon as 
possible after the occurrences to vrhich they relatOi and in no 
case shall any entry be made more than tweuty-four hours after 
the arrival of the ship at her final port of entry or discharge in 
respect of any occurrence happening previously to such arrival ; 
and the official log may, at the discretion of the master or 
owner, be either united with or kept distinct from the ordinary 
ship's log ; and in cases in which they are kept distinct, and in 
which the official log is properly kept, nothing herein contained 
shall apply to the ordinary ship's log. 

86. And be it enacted, that the master of every ship shall, 
upon every legal conviction of any member of his crew, and 
upon every infliction of punishment on any such member, and 
upon the commission of every offence by any such member for 
which it is intended to procure punishment to be inflicted or to 
enforce a forfeiture or exact a fine, immediately cause a state- 
ment of the offence, and in the case of a conviction or of 
punishment actually inflicted a statement of such conviction or 
punishment, to be entered in the official log-book, and shall 
cause such entry to be signed by a mate of the ship, or, if thero 
is oo mate, by the carpenter, boatswain, or one of the oldesl 
memhers of the crew ; and the master shall also from time to 
time or at some time befoie the discbarge of the crew fiU up 
the blanks left for that purpose in the official l(^-books with, 
true entries concerning the conduct and character of the several 
members of the crew, or may, in a blank to be left for that 
purpose, state that he declines to give any opinion thereupon. 

87. And he it enacted, that every master shall, in every 
case of illness or injury causing suspension of work or of death 
happening to any seaman or apprentice during a voyage, cause 
an entry thereof, and also, in the case of illness or injury, of 
the nature thereof and of the medical treatment adopted, and, in 
the case of death, of the cause of death, to be made in the official 
l<^-book; such entry to be signed by the mate, or, if there is no 
mate, by the carpenter, boatswain, or one of the oldest mem- 
bers of the crew, and by the surgeon or medical man on board, 
if any ; and shall also, in case of any seaman or apprentice 
ceasing to be a member of the crew otherwise than by death 
on board, thereupon immediately cause an entry of the place, 
time, manner, and cause of such seaman or apprentice ceasing 
to be a member of the crow, to be made in the official log- 
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book, incb entry to be signed bj tbe mtte, or, if tbere Ii no 
mate, by the carpenter^ boatswuni or one of the oldest mem- 
bers of the crew. 

88. And bo it enacted, that no lists made in the form set ^*«**" Sche- 
fortli in Schedule (G) to the General Merchant Seamen's Act J"i* ^y.^ 
•ball be required from any master who has engaged his crew ..a °<f^ 
before a shipping-master ; but the master of every Foreign-going ^^ required, 
ship of which the crew has been so engi^ied sbally before finally QbnQMs in 
leaving the United Kingdom, sign and send to the nearest cr«ir to be 
shipping-master a full and accurate statement, in a form to be reported, 
sanctioned by the Board of Trade, of every change which takes 

place in his crew before finally leaving the United Kingdom. 

89. And be it enacted, that in the case of Foreign-going Official logs 
ships the master shall within forty-eight hours after the ship's to be deli- 
arrival at her port of destination in the United Kingdom, or ^ei^d by 
upon tbe dischaige of the crew, whichever first happens, deliver ^**,"'^*'''?' 

to the shipping-master, or, if there is no shipping-master, to ^oingships 
the collector or comptroller of customs, the official log-book of * 

the voyage ; and the shipping-master or officer of customs shall 
thereupon give to the master a certificate of such delivery, and 
no officer of customs shall clear inwards any Foreign-going ship 
without the production of such certificate ; and in every case in otherwise 
which any such ship is delayed for want of such certificate the they are not 
tide-waiters left on board shall be maintained at the expence of to be cleared, 
the master or owner until the same is produced, and clearance 
may be delayed till such expence is satisfied. 

90. And be it enacted, that in the case of Home-trade ships Official logs 
the owner or master shall, within twenty-one days after the to be deli- 
thirtieth day of June and the thirty-first day of December in ^^red by 
every year, transmit or deliver to some shipping-master or Home-trade 
oflScer of customs in the United Kingdom the official log-book *^^^ ****f" 
for tbe preceding half-year, and the shipping-master or officer y**"' • 

of customs shall thereupon give to the master or owner a cer- 
tificate of such transmission or delivery; and no ofiScer of otherwise 
customs shall give to the master or owner of any such ship as they are not 
aforesaid a transire or other customs' document necessary for to receive 
the conduct thereof, without the production of such certificate, transire ; 

91. And be Ft enacted, that if any ship is so transferred as Logs to be 
no longer to be within the operation of this act, the master or sent home 
transferor thereof shall, within one month if such transfer is in case of 
made in the United Kingdom, and within six months if the transfer of 
same is made elsewhere, deliver or transmit to the shipping- '^'P * 



192 



THE SHIPMASTERS QUIDE. 



master or comptroller or collector of customi at the port to 
which the ship previously belonged, the official log-book duly 
and in case made out to the time of such transfer ; and if any ship is lost, 
of loss.' the master or owner thereof shall, if practicable, and as soon 

as possible, deliver or transmit to the shipping-master or comp- 
troller or collector of customs at the port to which the ship 
belonged the official log-book duly made out to the time of 
such loss. 

Logs to be 92. And be it enacted, that every shipping-master or 

re-delivered officer of customs to whom any log-book is delivered in 
to^masteror pursuance of this act shall, at any time after the expiration 
of forty-eight hours after such delivery, re-deliver the same 
to * the master or owner, if inquired so to do ; and such 
master or owner shall at any time within two years of such 
re-delivery, if required by the Board of Trade, produce the 
same for inspection, as it may direct. 



owner. 



Penalties for 
not keeping 
log; 

for not re- 
porting 
change in 
crew; . 

for not deli- 
vering log ; 



for raaking 
entries in 
log more 
than twenty- 
four hours 
after arrival ; 

for making 
false entries. 



93. And be it enacted, that if any log-book hereby required 
to be kept or made in a particular manner is not so kept, or if 
any entry hereby directed to be made in any log-book is not 
made at the time and in the manner hereby directed, or if, in 
case of any such change in a crew before leaving the United 
Kingdom as hereinbefore mentioned, such statement thereof is 
not signed and sent as hereinbefore directed, the master shall 
for each offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds; 
and if any log-book hereby required to be delivered, transmitted, 
or produced is not delivered, transmitted, or produced as herebj 
directed, the master or owner (as the case may require) shall 
for each offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty 
pounds ; and every person who makes or procures to be made 
or assists in making any entry in any offidal log-book more 
than twenty-four hours after the ship has arrived at her final 
port of discharge in respect of any occurrence happening pre- 
viously to such arrival, shall be liable to a penalty not exceed- 
ing thirty pounds ; and every person who wilfully makes or 
procures to be made or assists in making any fiilse or fraudulent 
entry or omission in any log-book, for each offence shall either 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, or shall be liable summarily 
to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, or to imprisonment not 
exceeding three months, with or without hard labour, as the 
court or justice hearing the case may think fit. 



No seaman 
to sue for 



94. And be it enacted, that no seaman who is engaged for 
a voyage or engagement which is to terminate in the United 
wages abroad Kingdom shall be entitled to sue abroad -for wages in any court 
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or before any juttioe, nnlew he it diechaiiged in the manner except in 
required by the General Merchant Seanaen*! Act, and with the c«> ofper- 
written eonient of the master, or proves such ill-usage on the '^'^^ danger, 
part of the master, or by his authority, as to warrant reasonable 
apprehension of danger to the life <^ sueh seaman by remaining 
on board ; but if any seaman on hia return to the United Remedy on 
Kingdom proves that the master or owner has been guilty of return to the 
any conductor default which, for this enactment, would have United King- 
entitled the seaman to sue for wages before the termination of dom. 
the voyage or engagement, he shall be entitled to recover, in 
addition to his wages, such compensation, not exceeding twenty 
pounds, as the court or justice hearing the case may think 
reasonable. 

95. And be it enacted, that except in cases in which seamen Matters to 
expreetly require to be paid without waiting for an account, deliver ao- 
every master shall, not less than twenty-four hours before coi>n^ to 
paying off or discbaigiog any seaman, deliver to him, or, if the ■^*°^ra* 
seaman is to be discharged before a shipping-master, to such 
shipping-master, a full account, in a form sanctioned by the 

board, of his wages, and of all deductions to be made there- 
from on any account whatever ; and no such deduction (except 
in the cases above excepted, and also except in respect of any 
matter happening after such delivery,) shall be allowed unless 
a statement thereof is so made and delivered. 

96. And be it enacted, that in the case of Foreign-going Ditchaige 

ships, all teamen ditchaiged in the United Kingdom thall be AromForeign« 

discharged and receive their waget in the presence of a ihipping- ^*°V *^'P* 

matter duly appointed hereunder. J® **• ™ff • 

before nip- 

97. And be it enacted, that the shipping-master shall hear P^-°'"^>'* 
and decide any question whatever between a matter or owner ^hipping- 
and any of his crew which both parties agree in writing to T*^^*^ "**^ 
submit to him ; and every decision so made by him shall be ^^^^^ which' 
binding on both parties, and shall, in any legal proceeding ^^^^^ refer 
which may be taken in the matter before any court or justice, ^ jj^iq. 

be deemed to be conclusive as to the rights of the parties ; and 
such written submission, though unstamped, signed by the par- 
ties, with an unitamped certificate of the decition tigned by the 
shipping-master, shall be sufficient evidence that the same has 
been duly made. 

98. And be it enacted, that upon the completion befoi-e a Releawe to be 
shipping-master of any dischaige and settlement, the master or «>Kued berore 
owner and each seaman shall respectively, in the presence of ^^ aitvmcd 

R 



194 THE 8HIPHAST£r's GUIDE. 

by the ship, the shippiug-maflter, sign a mutual release of all claims in 
ping-masier ; respect of the past voyage or engagement, in a form to be sanc- 
tioned by the Board of Trade, and the shipping-master shall 
also sign and attest, and shall retain and transmit it as herein* 
and to be before directed ; and such release so signed and attested shall 
kept ; operate as a mutual dischai^ and settlement of all demands 

and to be a between the |>arties thereto in respect of the past voyage or 
discharge ; engagement ; and a copy of such release, certified under the 
hand of such shipping-master to be a true copy, shall be given 
by him to any person who may be a party thereto, and may 
require the same ; and such copy shall be receivable in evi. 
dence upon any future question touching such claims as afore- 
said, and shall have all the effect of the original of which it 
and no other purports to be a copy ; and in cases in which discbarge and 
receipt to be settlement before a shipping-master is required, no payment, 
a discharge, receipt, settlement, or discharge otherwise made shall operate 
or be admitted as evidence of the release or satisfaction of any 
Voucher to claim ; and upon any payment being made by a master before 
be given to a shipping- master the shipping-master shall, if required, sign 
master, and ^^^ gjye ^ such master a statement of the whole amount 
to be evi- ^ p|^^ . ^^^^ gQ^^ statement shall, as between the master and 
deuce. j^j^ employer, be received as evidence that he has made the 

payments therein mentioned. 

Master to 99. And be it enacted, that every master shall, upon any 

make re- discharge being effected before a shipping-master, make and 

ports of cha- sign in duplicate, in a form sanctioned by the Board of Trade, 

racter. |^ report of the conduct, character, and qualifications of the 

persons discharged, or may state in a column to be left for that 

purpose in the said form, that he declines to give any opinion 

thereupon ; and the shipping-master shall retain one copy, and 

shall transmit the other to the registrar of seamen, or to such 

other person as the board may direct, to be recorded; and shall, 

if desired to do so by any seaman, give to him, or endorse on 

his certificate of discharge a copy of so much of such report as 

concerns him. 

Master, &c 100. And be it enacted, that any shipping-master may, in 
to produce any proceeding relating to the wages, claims, or discharge of 
ship's papers, any seaman hereby directed to be carried on before him, call 
*c. to ship- upon the owner or his agent, or upon the master or mate or 
ping-masters, other member of the crew, to produce any log-books, papers, or 
and give other documents in their respective possession or power relating 
e ence. ^^ ^^^ matter in question in such proceeding, and may call 

before him and examine any of such persons, being then at or 

near the place, on any such matter. 



13 & 14 VIGTORIA, c. d3, 195 

101. And be it enaoted^ that any DiMter or owner who, in Penaltiet for 
any caae in which diichai^ e and Mttlement for wages are hereby not <!!•- 
directed to be naade before a ahipping-maater, diBcbai^pei any charging 
seaman or settles with him for his wages otherwise than as before ship- 
hereinbefore directed, shall for each offence be liable to a pinff-masier ; 
penalty not exceeding ten pounds ; and any master who fails for not giriug 
to deliver such account as hereinbefore required at the time account to 
and in the manner hereinbefore directed shall for each offence seamen ; 

be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds ; and every 
owner, agent, master, mate» or other member of the crew, who fbr not giving 
when called upon by the shipping master does not produce any evidence { 
such paper or document as hereinbefore in that behalf men- 
tioned, if in his possession or power, or does not appear and 
give evidence, and does not show some reasonable excuse for 
such default, shall for each offence be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding five pounds ; and every person who makes or pro- for falsifying, 
cures to be made or assists in making any false certificate or forging, or 
report of the service, qualifications! conduct, or character of fraudulently 
any seaman, knowing the same to be false, or who frauduleutly using certifi- 
fui^s or alters, or procures to be forged or altered, or assists in <^*'®* of clia- 
foi^ng or altering, any such certificate or report, or who fraudu- '**^^*'* 
lently makes use of any certificate or report, which is forged 
or altered, or does not belong to him, for each offence shall 
either be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, or shall be liable 
summarily to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds, or to im- 
prisonment not exceeding three months, with or without hard 
labour, as the justice or court hearing the case may think fit. 

102. And be it enacted, that all consular officers and all Power of 
officers of customs abroad, and all local marine boards, and procuring 
shipping-masters, shall make and send to the Board of Trade, ^^urns, &c. 
such returns or reports on any matter relating to the British 
merchant service, or to persons employed therein, as it may 
require; and all ahipping- masters shall, when required, pro- 
duce to the Board of Trade or to its officers all log-books and 

other documents which in. pursuance of this act are delivered 
to them ; and the Board of Trade may require the atteudance 
of any ofiBcer of customs or other public ofi5cer or servant in 
the United Kingdom whom it thinks fit to examine concerning 
any such matter as aforesaid, aud may require from him any 
answers or returns as to any such matter, and may examine him 
on oath or affirmation, and cause him to produce before it any 
documents in his possession relating to any such matter. 

103. And be it enacted, that every shipping-master, and Shipping- 
every officer and agent of the Board of Trade, and every com- masters, 
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uBval ofB- missioned officer of any of Her Majesty's ships, and every British 
cert, consuls, consular officer, and every chief officer of customs in any place in 
Her Majesty's dominions abroad, may require the production of 
the official log-book and any documents relating to the crew in 
the possession of the owner, master, or any of the crew, for the 
purpose of inspecting the same, and of seeing that the provi- 
sions of this act, and of every other act relating to merchant 
seamen, are complied with. 



and officers 
of customs 
may call for 
log, &c. 



In casra of 
accident, 
misconduct, 
and of gross 
violation of 
law, the 
Board may 
appoint 
special in- 
spectors to 
report* 



Inspectors 
may call for 
the produc- 
tion of evi- 
dence. 



Expenees of 
witnesses. 



104. And be it enacted, that whenever the Board of Trade 
has reason to apprehend that any serious accident occasioning 
loss of life or property has been sustained or caused by or has 
happened on board of any ship, or that any ship has been lost 
or has received material damage, or that any of the provisions 
of this act or of any other act relating to merchant ships or 
merchant sailors are so grossly neglected or disobeyed as to 
require special investigation, it may appoint the local examiners 
or any other proper person or persons as special inspector or 
inspectors to inquire into and report thereupon; and every 
person so authorised may at all reasonable times, upon pro- 
ducing his authority (if required), go on board and inspect any 
ship the inspection of which appears to him requisite for the 
purpose of the investigation, and every part thereof, not detun- 
ing the ship|from proceeding on her voyage, and enter and 
inspect any premises the entry or inspection of which appears 
to him requisite for the same purpose, and may make such 
inquiries in the matter as he may think fit. 

105. And be it enacted, that every such special inspector as 
aforesaid may, by summons under his hand, require the 
attendance of all such persons as he may think fit to call before 
him upon any matter connected with the execution of any of 
the powers and duties vested in him as such inspector, and may 
require answers or returns to any inquiries he may think fit to 
make, and may require and enforce the production of all log- 
books, accounts, agreements, or other papers or writings in any- 
wise relating to any such matter, and may also require every 
such person to make and subscribe a declaration of the truth of 
the statements made by him in his examination : provided 
always, that no such person need for the purpose of obeying 
any such summons travel more than ten miles from his actual 
abode at the time of receiving the same, unless tender is made 
to him of such reasonable expences in respect of his attendance 
to give evidence, and his journeys to and from the place whei« 
he is required to attend for that purpose, as would be allowed 
to any witness attending on subposna to give evidence before 
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any of Her Majeity't conrtt at Wettmiotter ; and in cats of 
any dispute at to the amount of any such ezpencet, the lame 
aball be ref« rred by the inspector to one of the masters of Her 
Miije8tjr*s Court of Queen's Bench, who is hereby required, on 
a request made to him for that purpose under the hand of the 
•aid inspector, to ascertain and certify the proper amount of 
•uch expenoes. 

106. And be it enacted, that every person who wilfully Penalttn for 
impedes any special inspector appointed by the Board of Trade obstructing 
or any other person hereby authorised to enter and inspect any Inspectors in 
•hip or other premises in the execution of his duty, whether on the execution 
board any ship or elsewhere, may be seized and detained by of their duty; 
such inspector or other person, or by any person or persona 
whom he may call to his assistance, until such offender can be 
conveniently taken before some justice of tlie peace or other 
officer having proper jurisdiction ; and every auch offender, and and for not 
aUo every peraon who refuses to attend aa a witness before any givinr e?i- 
•pecial inspector when required so to do in the manner hereby dence to 
directed or who refuses or neglects to make any answer, or to inspector, 
give any return, or to produce any document in his possession, 
or to make or subscribe any declarations, which any special 
inspector or other such person as aforesaid is hereby empowered 
to require, shall for each oifenoe be liable to a penalty not ex- 
ceeding ten pounds. 

107* And be it enacted, that all misdemeanors mentioned Mlademea- 
or created by thia act may be proaecuted by information at the nors to be 
suit of Her Majesty's Attorney General, or by indictment, or prosecuted 
by such other l^al proceeding aa ia applicable in the like cases ^7 informa- 
in any court having appropriate criminal jurisdiction in any of ^^^° ^' ^^ 
Her Majesty^s dominions, and shall be punishable with fine or dictment. 
imprisonment, with or without hard labour, or both, as such 
court may think fit, and the court may, if it shall think fit, 
order payment of the coata and expencea of the proaecution ; 
and all penalties and other suma of money hereby made pay- ^ V^' 
able or recoverable may be recovered, with costs, and ill ^^ ^[n^u 
offences hereby made punishable otherwise than solely as mis- jiecovered 
demeanors may be prosecuted and punished, and the costs of g^^ offences 
such prosecution recovered by some appropriate summary pro- punished 
ceeding, before one or more justice or justices, sheriff or aummarily. 
sheriffs, or other officer or officers exercising a similar juris- 
diction in any part of Her Majesty's dominions ; and all such 
summary procMdings, if instituted in England or Wales, may, 
so far as is consistent with the provisions of this act, be carried 
on either in the manner directed by an act' passed in the 

n 2 
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Muion of the eleventh and twelfth years of the reign of Her 

11 ft 12 Viet. M&jeety Qtieen Victoria, intituled '* an Act to &cilitate the per- 

c. 43. formance of the duties of justices of the peace out of sessions 

within England and Wales with respect to summary convictions 

and orders," or, if the case admits, in the manner directed by the 

7 ft 8 Vict. Qeneral Merchant Seamen's Act as to penalties thereby imposed. 

C. 11*. 

Jurisdiction ^08* -^^^ ^ i^ enacted, that for the purpose of giving 
lo be where jurisdiction under this act every offence shall be deemed to 
the offence is have been committed, and every cause of complaint to have 
eommitted, arisen, either in the place in which the same actually was com- 
or wherever mitted or arose, or in any place in which the offender or person 
the offender complained against may be. 
is. 

Service to be ^^' And be it enacted, that service of any summons or 
good if made other matter in any legal proceeding under the General Mer- 
personally, chant Seamen's Act, or the Seamen's Protection Act, or this 
or on board act, shall be good service, if made personally on the person to 
ship, ftc. be served, or if made by leaving such summons for him on 

7 ft 8 Vict, board any vessel to which he may belong, with the person 
c. lis. being or appearing to be in command or chai^ of such vessel. 

8 ft 9 Vict. 

c\l6. 110, And be it enacted, that in any legal proceeding of a 

Parties may civil nature under the General Merchant Seamen's Act, or the 

give evi- Seamen's Protection Act, or this act, every person, whether 

denre. |^ p*rty to the proceeding or not, shall be a competent witness^ 

7 ft 8 Vict jyj^ ^ allowed to give evidence accordingly. 

8 ft 9 Vict. Ill, A,|(] 1^ }^ enacted, that any justice or justices or othe^ 
^' '^^' court or officer imposing any pensJty under this act for which 
Amount and ^o specific application is herein provided, may, if he or they 
application think fit, direct that a part, not exceeding one moiety thereof, 
of penalties, ^y^^^i be applied to compensate any person or persons for any 

wrong or damage which he may have sustained by the act or 
default in respect of which such penalty is imposed ; and, sub- 
ject to such directions or specific applications as aforesaid, all 
penalties recovered in the United Kingdom shall be paid over 
to the Board of Trade, or applied as it directs, and all penalties 
recovered in Her Majesty's dominions abroad shall be paid over 
into the public treasury of the place, and form part of the 
public revenue thereof; and all sums of money hereby made 
recoverable, not being penalties, shall be paid to the persons 
hereby enabled to recover the same ; and all penalties and for- 
feitures, which by the General Merchant Seamen's Act, or the 
Seamen's Protection Act, arp made payable to " the Seaman's 
Hospital Society, shall be paid to the Board of Trade, or as it 
may direct. 
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112. And be it enicted, that no conviction, order^ or other No proeeed- 
procecding under the Oenentl Merchant Se«men't Act, or tbit ing to be 
act, ahall be quaabed or vacated for want of form. void for in. 

formality. 

113. And be it enacted, that no distress levied in anj pro- Distress not 
ceeding under the Gei^eral Merchant Seamen's Act or the unlawful for 
Seamen's Protection Act, or this act, shall be deemed un- want of form, 
lawful, nor shall any person making the same be deemed a 7 a s Vlcu 
trespasser, on account of any defect of form in the summons, e. 112. 
order, conviction, warrant of distress, or other proceediug 8 ft 9 Vict, 
relating thereto, nor shall such party be deemed a trespasser c* 1 16- 

ab initio on account of any irregularity afterwards committed 
by him, but any peraou aggrieved by such defect or irregularity 
may recover satisfaction for the special damage in an action. 

114. And be it enacted, that every legal proceeding under Limitation of 
this act shall, in case the offence is committed or the cause of time. 
compUdnt arises within twenty days before the commencement 

or during the continuance of any voyage made either by the 
person complaining or the person offending complained against, 
be commenced not later than twelve calendar months after the 
first subsequent arrival of such persou or of both of such per* 
sons in the United Kingdom, and in all other cases within 
twelve calendar months after the offence or cause of complaint 
has been committed or arisen. 

115. And be it enacted, that whenever, in any legal pro- Depositions 
oeeding in England in respect of any matter in which British taken before 
consular officers have the power of taking depositions, it is consuls to be 
proved that a witness who has been examined before any con- '«c**v«<* ** 
auUr officer abroad is out of the United Kingdom, or cannot be ^^'Q""^" 
found or produced on the trial or hearing, the deposition ot ^.^^ * 
auch witness taken before such consular officer in the matter, ^^^^ ^ * 
and, if the proceeding is criminal, in the presence of the party d^ced. 
accused, and certified by such consular officer under his officid ^ ^ „ y . . 
seal to have been so ti^en, shall be admitted in evidence in c. 112 s. 59. 
such proceeding ; and any deposition purporting to be so cer- 
tified as aforesaid shall be deemed to have been so taken and 

certified as aforesaid, unless the contrary is proved. 

116. And be it enacted, that every shipping-master, officer Shlpping- 
of customs, or other public officer or servant, who receives or masters and 
recovers within the United Kingdom any sum of money for the oilier public 
sale of any forms supplied to him by the Board of trade, or ■•'vants re- 
any fee, fine, or penalty hereby made payable, shall be deemed ^^^^i^inff or 
to be the agent of such board in respect thereof, and ahall, '^<^^®'h>ff 



200 



THE SHIPMASTERS GUIDE. 



DM>ney to according to its ioBtnietiont, either transmit the aame to or to 
pay or ac^ the account of tuch board, or retain or apply the aame as it 
count for the may direct, and shal], at such timet aa such board may direct, 
same to the render to it a full account of all monies so received and of the 
Board. application thereof. 



Monies not 
presently 
required to 
be invested 
in Parlia- 
mentary 
securities. 



117. And be it enacted, that all monies coming to the 
hands of the Board of Trade under the provisions of this act 
which are not presently required for any of the purposes herein- 
after mentioned, and of which no other application is hereby 
specially directed, shall be paid into the Bank of England to 
an account or accounts to be there opened in the name of such 
board ; and such board may, at its discretion, invest any such 
monies in parliamentary securities, but in no other security, 
and may from time to time either accumulate the annual pro. 
duce of such investments, or apply the same to any of the 
purposes hereinafter mentioned, and may from time to time 
sell any part of the principal, and apply the proceeds to any of 
such purposes. 

Monies to be ^l^* And be it enacted, that the Board of Trade shall, 
applied in out of the monies which come to its hands or to the hands of 
payment of its sgents as aforesaid (except monies of which some other 
ezpences»*c. application is hereby specially directed), and the produce 
of the investments of such monies, in the first place pay all 
salaries, wages, remunerations, payments, and expences hereby 
authorised, and all expences properly incurred by the board 
or its agents in pursuance of any of the provisions of this act, 
and in the next place pay annually to the Seamen*a Hospital 
Society the following sums,, that is to say, in case the net 
amount arising from such fines and foifeitures as have hitherto 
been received by the said society equals or exceeds one thousand 
one hundred and fifty pounds, then the sum of one thousand 
one hundred and fifty pounds, or, in case such net amount is 
less than one thousand one hundred and fifty pounda, then a 
sum equal to such not amount, and shall apply the remainder 
of such monies for the benefit of persons engaged in or con- 
nected with the merchant service in such manner aa it may 
think fit. 



Certain pro- 
visions in 
7 ft 6 Vict. 
c. 1I2> ex- 
tended to 
India. 



119. And be it enacted, that in construing the General 
Merchant Seamen^s Act the expressions Her Majesty's dominions. 
Her Majesty's possessions, Her Majesty's colonies, Her Majesty's 
plantations, British possessions, and British colonies, shall, 
from the thirty-first day of December, One thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty, be taken to include the territories under the 
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goTernment of the Eut India Company, and all other territoriet 
(if any) governed by Tirtue of any charter or lieenae tnm tho 
Crown or Parliament of Great Britain. 

120. And be it enacted, that the Governor General of ^^^ ladlan 
India in council and the respective legitlative authoritiei in and Colonial 
Her Majesty*! colonies and possessions abroad may, by any Go?emment 
acts, orders, or other sppropriate means, appoint any func- may appoint 
tionaries to perform any of the duties and exercise any of the offleert. and 
powers within their respective jurisdictions which are by this f*^« dlrec- 
nct or by the General Merchant Seamen's Act committed to ^^o"* ^^ 
justices, officers of customs, or other public servants, and may ! °^yf 
direct in what manner the offences thereby made punishable ..^ ^^' 
shall be prosecuted and punished, and in what manner the A. ^ 
penalties thereby imposed and sums of money thereby msde 
recoverable shall be recovered in places within their respective 
jurisdictions, and in what manner and to what uses such 
penalties and sums of money shall be applied ; and every 

such appointment ond direction shall be valid, notwithstanding 
anything in the General Merchant Seamen's Act or in this 
act contained. 

121. And be it enacted, that if the Governor General of Th«pro. 
India in council or the respective legislative suthorities in any Tiniona of 
of Her Msjesty's colonies or possessions abroad think fit, by 7& 8 Vict, 
any acts, orden, or other . appropriate legal means, to apply c* H^* 

or adopt any of the provisions in the General Merchant Sisa- ^ ^ ^ ^'^^ 
men's Act or In the Seamen's Protection Act or in this act f:.^'^'*"*' 
contained to any British ships registered at, trading with, or ^jj^^ppn^j 
being at any place within their respective jurisdictions, and . Ba»t 
to the owners, masters, mates, and crews thereof, such provi- indinn ^id 
sions, when so applied and adopted as aforesaid, and as long as Colonial \ 
they remain in force, shall, in respect of the ships and persons Govern- 
to which the same are applied, be enforced, and penalties and menu to 
punisliments for the bresch thereof shall be recovered and their own 
inflicted throughout Her Majesty's dominions, in the same BhiP"* ")*7 
manner i^ if such provisions had been hereby so adopted and ^ enforced 
applied, and such penalties and punishments had been hereby tj^roughout 
expressly imposed : provided that if in any matter relating to •mptre. 
any sliip, or to any member of the crew of any ship, there Conflict of 
appears to be a conflict of laws, the case shall be governed by I**** 
the law of the place in which such ship is registered or licensed. 

122. Provided also, and be it enacted, that every act, East Indian 
order, or other form of law to be passed or promulgated by the and Colonial 
Governor General of India in council or by any other legislative Mts to be 
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sabject to anthority in punnance of this act shall respectively he suhject 
disallow- to the same right of disallowance or repeal, and require the 
ance, and same sanction as other acts and formalities, and he subject to 
require the same conditions in all respect, as ezbt and are required 

"J-'*"""*" ^° order to the validity of any other act, order, or other form 

of law passed by such Govenior General or other legislative 

authority respectively. 



other cases. 



Penalty for 
obtainiDff 
passage sur- 
reptiiioudy. 



1 23. And he it enacted, that any person who secretes him- 
self and goes to sea in any ship without the consent of either 
the owner, consignee or master, or of any mate, or of any per- 
son in charge of such ship, or of any other person entitled to 
give such consent, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
twenty pounds, or to imprisonment, with or without hard 
labour, for a period not exceeding four weeks, at the discretion 
of the court or justice inflicting the same. 

124. And be it enacted, that the Municipal Corporation of 
any Borough, being a seaport, in the United Kingdom, and any 
body corporate, association, or trustees in any such seaport 
existing or constituted for any public purposes relating to the 
government or benefit of persons engaged in the British mer- 
chant service, or to the management of docks and harboura, or 
for any other public purposes connected with shipping or navi** 
gation, may, with the consent of Her Majesty's piincipal Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department, appropriate any lands 
vested in them, or in trustees for them, as a site or sites for a 
Sailors' Home or Sailors' Homes, and may for that purpose 
either retain and apply the same accordingly or convey the 
same to trustees, with such powers for appointing new trustees 
and continuing the trust, as they may think fit. 

Act may be ^^^* -^^^ ^ *^ enacted, that this act may be amended or 
amended, &c repealed by any act to be passed during this present session of 
Parliament. 



Corpora- 
tions, dec. 
may grant 
sites for 
sailors* 
homes. 



If3 & 14 VICTORIA, c. 93. 



203 



SCHEDULES REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING 

ACT. 



SCHEDULE A. 

■CALB or PSn ON KXAMINATIONS. 



For a Master't Certificate 
For a Maie^t Certificate 



;£2 
1 



SCHEDULE B. 
8CALB or rsu roR mattkrs traksacted at bhippinq orricKs. 



1. Engagement of Crevot. 

Yeiselt under 60 torn 
60 to 100 
100 to 
200 to 
300 to 
400 to 
500 to 
600 to 
700 to 
800 to 
900 to 1,000 
Aboye 1,000 

2. Engagement of Seamen separately > 

Two thillingt for each. 

3. Diioharge of Crews, 

Vessel 8 under 60 tons 
60 to 100 



200 
300 
400 
500 
600 
700 
800 
900 



99 
S9 
M 
>» 
f> 

» 
91 



£0 




1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 



5 

10 

15 



5 



10 
15 

2 
5 
7 
10 



100 to 200 
200 to 300 
300 to 400 
400 to 500 
500 to 600 
600 to 700 
700 to 800 
800 to 900 
900 to 1,000 
Above 1,000 



tf 
t» 
»« 
If 
»» 
*f 



II 



If 
If 
II 



£0 

. 

i 
. 1 

1 
. 1 

2 
. 2 

2 
. 2 

2 



5 

10 

15 



5 

10 



2 

5 

7 

10 



4. Discharge of Seamen separately. 
Two shiflings for each. 






6 

6 













15 




6 

6 
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SCHEDULE C* 

SUMS TO BE DEDUCTED FROM WAGVS BY WAY OF PARTIAL REPAYMENT OF 

THE FEES IN SCHEDULE B. 

1. In respect of Engagements and Discharges of Crews , 

8, d. 
From wages of a first mate, purser, engineer, or surgeon 

of every ship of 200 tons or upwards 2 6 
every other mate of any ship , .16 
carpenter of any ship • • • • 2 6 
steward of any ship • • . .16 
all others (except apprentices) helonging 

to any ship 10 

2. In respect of Engagements and Discharges of Seamen separately. 
From wages of each teamed . . • 1«. 



n 


ft 


f» 


99 


9* 


ft 


n 


ft 



* Amended by Schedule appended to 14 & 15 Vic. c. 96. 



MERCANTILE MAETNE AMENDMENT 

ACT. 



AN ACT 

TO .AMEND THE MERCANTILE MARINE ACT, 1861. 

14 ft 15 ViOTOiUy CAP* 96. 

Whbrrab it » expedient to amend the Mercantile Marine 
Act, 1850 : be it tberefore enacted by the Queen's notit 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the 
lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present 
parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows : 

1 . This act may be cited as the ^ Mercantile Marine Act Short title. 
Amendment Act, 1851/' and shall come into operation imme- 
diately on the passing thereof. 

2. This act shall, so far as is consistent with the contents To be uken 
and subject matter thereof, be taken as part of and construed ss part of 
with the said Mercantile Marine Act, 1850. theMercan- 

tile Marine 

3. If any Local Marine Board, by reason of any election ^*'» 18 * 14 
not taking place, or of the simultaneous resignation or constant ^ 
non-attendance of all or the greater part of the members, or '^ ""^ Local 
from any otiier cause, fails to meet or to discharge its duties, J'm'^*"*^"*'** 
the Board of Trade may in its discretion either take into its f '' 
own hands the performance of the duties of such Local Marine ^q^i'. ^u. 
Board until the next triennial appointment and electiou Board of 
thereof, or dii'ect that a new appointment and election of such Trade may 
Local Marine Board shall take place immediately. assume lu 

duties or 

4. If any master or mate is convicted of felony, or is con- direct a new 
victed and sentenced to imprisonment either summarily or election, 
otherwise under any of the provisions of the act of the eighth Increased 
year of the reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, chapter one powers of 
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certificates. 



cancelling or hundred and twelve, or of the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, 
Bttspending the Board of Trade may cancel or satpend his certificate, 
whether of competency or lervice ; and if upon any investi- 
gation held under the twenty-eighth section of the said 
Mercantile Marine Act the report of the hoard or persona 
making the same is to the effect that such master or mate has 
been guilty of any gross and repeated acts of dishonesty, or of 
drunkenness, or of tyranny, the Board of Trade may cancel or 
suspend his certificate, whether of competency or service, and 
any such cancellation or suspension shall have the same efiect 
as any cancellation or suspension made under the said 
twenty-eighth section of the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850 ; 
provided that the powers hereby given shall not affect or 
diminish the powers given by the said twenty-eighth section of 
the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850. 



Certificates 
of masters 
Ac. may be 
appropriate 
to station of 
bolder or of 
a superior 
grade. 

Certificates 
of masters 
and mates to 
be produced 
to shipping 
masters, who 
are to certify 
the same, and 
the proper 
execution of 
the agree- 
ment, for the 
satisfaction 
of the officers 
of customs. 



5. In any case in which masters or mates of merchant 
ihipa are required to possess or produce certificates of com- 
petency or service, such certificates may be either of a grade 
appropriate to the stations held by them for the time being, or 
of auy superior grade. 

6. After the first day of September one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-one, the master of every foreign-going ship 
shall, on aigoiog the agreement with his crew as required by 
the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, produce to the shipping 
master before whom the same is signed the certificate of com- 
petency or service which the said master and his first and 
second mate or only mate, as the case may be, are by the 
said act required to possess ; and upon such production being 
duly made, and the agreement being duly executed, as by the 
said act is required, the shipping master shall sign and give to 
the master a certificate to that effect; and in the case of 
running agreements herein-after provided for, the shipping 
master shall before the second and every subsequent voyage 
made after the first commencement of the agreement sign and 
give to the master, on his complying with the provisions 
herein-after contained with respect to such agreements, and 
producing to the shipping master the certificate of competency 
or service, of any first, second, or only mate then first engaged 
by him, a certificate to that effect ; and the master of every 
foreign-going ship shall before proceeding to sea produce the 
certificate so to be given to him by the shipping master as 
aforesaid to the collector or comptroller of customs, and the 
collector or comptroller may thereupon, notwithstanding any 
provision to the contrary in the said Mercantile Marine Act, 
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1850, eonUioed, allow luch ihlp to proceed to eea without 
requiring the prodactioo of the eertificatee of competency or 
ierTice or the agreement with the crew ; and no officer of 
euftoms thall clear any foreign-going ahip outwardi or permit 
her to proceed to lea without the proidaetion of luch certificate 
from the shipping matter at aforesaid. 

7. Snch proTiiions of the Mercantile Marine Act, 1 850, as Ai to engag e» 
relate to the engagement and discharge of seamen in the m«nu and 
presence of a shipping master, shall extend to all engagements discharges 
and discharges of seamen made within the limits of the United f<»^ colonial 
Kingdom in and from foreign^ing British ships, in whatever *^'P* °^'^^^ 
part of Her Majesty's dominions sach ships may be leistered ^^^^^ '^''P" 
or licensed, and in whatever trade or occupation (other than "* ' masters, 
the trade or occupation of home trade ships) they may be 
employed, and whether the same have or have not previously 

been within the limits of the United Kingdom ; and such pro- Provisions of 
visions of the said act of the eighth year of Her Majesty Queen 7 A 8 Vicu 
Victoria as relate to the transmission or delivery of the e. 113, as 
account or list referred to in the said act as schedule 0. shall ^^^ to ^« 
apply to All ships as aforesaid when discharging their crews in (ranftmission 
the Uniud Kingdom ; provided that if the master of any ship o^ Accoun^ 
not belonging to the United Kingdom who engages seamen in ^JtJ^JT i. 
the United Kingdom is furnished with an agreement made in q^ ^^ apply 
due form arcording to the law of the territory or colony to to all ships, 
which such ship belong*, the seamen so engaged in the United ^c. 
Kingdom may sign such agreement in the presence of the 
shipping master, and the master shall not be compelled to 
enter into an agreement with them in the form required by 
the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850* 

8. If the crew of any ship registered in any territory or Colonial 
colony being part of Her Majesty's dominions abroad is ships merely 
engaged within the limits of such territory or colony according touching in 
to the laws for the time being in force there for a voyage i^® United 
which is to terminate in such territory or colony, and is so Kingdom not 
expressed in the agreement, such ship shall not, by reason of her ^^ be deemed 
touching in the course of such voyage at any place or places in °" ** *^" 
the United Kingdom, and likewise at other places not situate ^''^hin^he 
in such territory or colony as aforesaid, be construed to be a 13 ^^ UVicu 
ship to which the said Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, or this q, 93, g. 4. 
act, applies, except so fu as relates to the engagement or 
disehsrge of any seaman engaged in or discharged from such 

ship within the limits of the United Kingdom. 

9. In the case of foreign-going ships making voyages Foreign- 
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goio? ships 
making short 
voyages may 
have runniog 
agreements. 

Manner of 
commencing 
and termU 
nating such 
agreements. 



avenging less than six months in duration, agreements with 
the crew may be made to extend over two or more voyages in 
the manner and subject to the conditions herein-after men- 
tioned ; (that is to say,) no such agreement shall extend 
beyond the next following thirtieth of June or thirty-first of 
December, or the first arrival of the ship at her port of 
destination in the United Kingdom after such date ; and every 
person entering into such agreement, whether engaged upon the 
first commencement thereof or otherwise, (except seamen 
engsged out of the United Kingdom and such substitutes as 
herein-after mentioned,) shall enter into and sign the same 
in the manner required by the said Mercantile Marine Act, 
1850, in the case of foreign-going ships ; and every person 
engaged thereunder, if discharged in the United Kingdom, 
shall be discharged in the manner required by the said act for 
discharge of seamen belonging to foreign-going ships; and 
seamen engaged out of the United Kingdom, and substitutes 
engaged in the place of seamen who have duly signed this 
agreement, and whose services are lost within twenty-four 
hours before the ship puts to sea, by death, desertion, or 
other unforeseen cause, may be engaged in the manner pro- 
vided for such cases by the forty-seventh section of the said 
Mercantile Marine Act, 1850. 



Engagement 
and dis- 
charge of 
seiimen in 
the mean- 
time. 



10. The master of every foreign-going ship for which such 
a running agreement as aforesaid is made shall, upon every 
retnrn to any port in the United Kingdom, before the final 
terminstion of the agreement, discharge or engage before the 
shipping master there any seaman whom be is required by law 
so to discharge and engage, and shall indorse on the agreement 
a statement (as the case may be), either that no such dis- 
charges or engagements have been made or are intended to be 
made before the ship again leaves port, or that all such 
discharges or engagements have been duly made as herein- 
before required : and any master who wilfully makes a false 
statement in such indorsement shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding twenty pounds ; and the shipping master shall also 
sign an indorsement on the agreement to the effect that the 
provisions of this art relating to such agreement have been 
complied with, and shall re-deliver the agreement so indorsed 
to the master, when signed and attested. 

Duplicates f 11. Tn cases in which such running agreements are made, 
agreements the duplicate agreement retained by the shipping master upon 
may be either the first engagement of the crew shall either be returned to 
kept by the ^be registrar of seamen immediately, or be kept by the 
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shipping mMter until the ezpiimtion of the agreement, u the shipping 
Board of Trade may direct. matter, or 

returned. 

12. For the purpoae of determining the feet to be paid upon pees to be 
the engagement and difcharge of teamen belonging to such ihipt paid on luch 
aa aforetaidy the crews shall be considered to be engaged when the runninr 
agreement is first signed, and to be discharged when tlie agree- agreements, 
meiit finally terminates, and all intermediate engagements and 
diacharges shall be considered to be engagements and discharges 

of single seamen : provided that nothing herein contained shall 
aifect the power of reducing fees which the Board of Trade 
possesses under the said Mercantile Marine Act, 1850. 

13. Except as herein-l>efore provided, all enactments relating Baactmenfa 

to i^preements or to discharges \vhich are contained in the said concerning 

act shall apply to agreements and discharges effected in the tsreemenu, 

manner herein-before mentioned. *^*' ^ "PP'y 

to certain 

14. All shipping masters appointed under the said Mercantile ^*'®'* 
Marine Act, 1850, shall, if applied to for the purpose, give to Shipping 
any boards of guardians or other persons desirous of appren- masters are 
ticing boys to the sea service, and to masters and owners of ^ *^'*' 1° 
ships requiiing apprentices, such assistance as is in their power, ^'^*^i°ff "P* 
and is consistent with their other duties, for facilitating the P*^^**^*^^'* 
making of such apprentices, and shall, notwithstanding anything ^^. . ' 

in the act of the ninth year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, 
chapter one hundred and sixteen or in the Mercantile Marine 
Act, 1850, contained, be entitled to demand and receive from 
persons availing themselves of such assistance such fees as may 
be determined in that behalf by the Board of Trade, with the 
concurrence, so far as relates to parish apprentices, of the Poor 
Law Board ; and sucb fees shall be accounted for and applied 
in the same manner as fees received under the Mercantile 
Marine Act, 1850. 

15. Sucb provisions of the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, as Coasters to 
require the masters or owners of ships of less than 80 tons .^ ^^ 
burden, employed exclusively in trading between different |^ offldal* 
places on the Coast of the United Kingdom, to keep, use, pro- ig-j,^ ^^^ |f 
duce, or deliver agreements with their crews, and such provisions of less than 
of the same Act as require the masters or owners of any such eighty tons 
ships as last aforesaid, of whatever burden, to keep, use, burden, IVom 
produce, or deliver official log books, shall be repealed. carrying 

agreements. 

16. So much of the fifly-ninth section of the Mercantile Advaace- 
Marine Act, 1850, as provides that advance notes shall not be notes may be 

8 2 
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given at the given to Mftmen who sign the agreement btfore a shippiag 
time of sign- master until four hours after the agreement has been so signed, 
ing agree- gi,aii \^ repealed ; and so much of the sixtieth section of tlie 

same Act as relates to the breach of such provisions shall also 

be repealed. 



menu 



Repeal of 
section 61 of 
13& 14 Vict, 
c. 93, and 
otlter provi- 
sions substi- 
tuted. 

Advance- 
notes to be 
receipted 
when dis- 
counted. 



Certain evi- 
dence to be 
sufficient. 



17. The sixty-first section of the Mercantile Marine Act, 
1850, shall be repealed ; and in lieu thereof, be it enacted, 
that whenever any advance note is discounted for any seaman, 
such seaman shall sign or set his mark to a receipt indorsed on 
the note, stating the sum actually paid or accounted for to him 
by the person discounting the same; and if the seaman sails in 
the ship fiom the port of departure mentioned in the note, and 
is then duly earning his wages, or is previously discharged with 
the consent of the master, but not otherwise, the person 
discounting the note may, ten days after the final departure of 
the ship from the said port of departure mentioned in the note, 
sue for and recover the amount promised by the note, with 
costs, either from the owner or from any agent who has drawn 
or anthorised the drawing of the note, either in the County 
Court or in the summary manner in which seamen are by the 
General Merchant Seamen's Act enabled to sue for and r^over 
wages not exceeding twenty pounds ; and in any such proceeding 
it shall be sufiScient for such person to prove that the note was 
given by the owner or master or some other authorised agent, 
and that the same was discounted to and receipted by the 
seaman, and the seaman shall be presumed to liave sailed in 
the ship from such port as afoiesuid, and to be duly earning his 
wages, unless the contrary is proved, either by the production 
of his register ticket, or by the official statement of the change 
in the crew caused by bis absence, made and signed by the 
master, as by the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, required, or in 
some other manner. 



Power of 
dispensing 
with lime 
juice, &c 
extended. 



Power to 
substitute 



1 8. The power of dispensing with so much of the Act of the 
eighth year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, chapter one 
hundred and twelve, as relates to lime or lemon juice, sugar 
and vinegar, which is by the sixty- fifih section of the said Mer- 
cantile Marine Act, 1850, given to the Board of Trade, shall 
extend to ships bound to any port on the eastern coast of 
North America north of the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude*, 
and to any islands or places in the Atlantic ocean north of the 
same limits. 

19. The Board of Trade may direct that citric acid, or aoy 
other article of a similar nature^ may, at the discretion of 
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uastert or owners of shipp, be snbittituted for the Hme or lomon other article! 
juice rrqiiired by the eighteenih section of the Act of the eighth for lime 
year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, chapter one hundred and Jo'ce. 
twelve, and may impose any conditions it thinks fit upon any 
such substitution, and may revoke any such directions ; and no 
master or owner who complies with such dirtctions shall be 
compelled to carry or serve out lime or lemon juice, or be 
liable to any penalty for not carrying or serving out the same. 

20. Such provisions of the tenth section of the Act of the Penalty for 
eighth year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, chapter one hundred harbouring 
and twelve, as relate to the harbouring or secreting of deserters, "*'*''*" *® 
shall eitend to the harbouring or secreting of any seaman ^^ ^" ^ 
who after duly signing the agreement wilfully neglects or mgn'^ho 
refuses to join his ship, or of any apprentice who so neglects or reAisetoJoin. 
refuses. 

21. Any pilot in charge of any ship who by wilful breach of Misconduct 
duty or by neglect of duty, or by reason of drunkenness, does *" P'leis en- 
any act tending to the immediate loss, destruction, or serious Vj'^'^'^iP' 
damage of such ship, or tending immediately to endanger the ^ *** ^ '* ^' 
life or limb of any person on board of such ship, or who by ^ migd^j. 
wilful breach of duty or neglect of duty, or by reason of drunk- gj^uior. 
enness, refuses or omits to do any lawful act proper and requi- 
site to be done by him for preserving such ship from loss, 
destruction or serious damage, or for preserving any person 
belonging to or on board of such ship from danger to life 

or limby shall for each such offence be deemed guilty of a misde- 
nieanor. 

22. Whenever in any proceeding relating to seamen*s wages Costs of pro- 
it is shown that any seaman or apprentice has in the course of curing im- 
the vojage been convicted of any offence by any com|)etent P''««n»<^* 
tribunal, and rightfully punished therefor by impribonnicnt or "**' t VL 
otherwise, the court or justice hearing the case may, if they or . deducted 
he think fit, direct a part of the wages due to such seaman, not ^^^^ wages, 
exceeding three pounds, to be applied in reimbursing any costs 
properly incurred by the master in procuring such conviction 

and punishment. 

23. Any court duly constituted according to the eighty- Naval courts, 
second section of the Mei-cantile Marine Act, 1850, shall, in constliuied 
addition to the powers given to it by that Act, have the power ?°*ltr !* * 
of ordering that the wages of any seaman whom it discharges » 93 . a« 
from his ship or any part of such wages shall be forfeited, and ^^i^^y^ 
may direct eititcr that such forfeited ^vages be retained by way 
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power to of compensation to the owner, or that they be paid to the Board 

make certain of Trade, in the same manner as fines payable under the said 

decisions as Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, and shall also have the power of 

to wages. deciding any questions as to wt^^es, or fines, or foifeitures, 

either of wages or effects, arising between any of the parties to 

the proceedings before it ; and all such decisions and directions 

as aforesaid shall in any subsequent 1^1 proceedings be deemed 

to be conclusiTe as to the rights of the parlies. 

Such courts 24. Every such court as aforesaid shall have and may exer- 
to have the cise the same powers with respect to persons charged with the 
powers given commission of offences at sea or abroad as are by the fifty>ninth 
to consuls by anj sixtieth sections of the Act of the eighth year of the reign of 
7 & 8 Vict., jjgp Majesty Queen Victoria, chapter one hundred and twelve, 
Cj^ll2,S8.69, ^y j^jjy ^f ^Ij^^j^ gj^gjj ^^ jjgj. Majesty's Consult and Vice- 

Consuls ; provided that nothing herein contained shall diminish 
or affect the said powers so given to Consuls and Vice- 
Consuls in any case in which no such court as aforesaid is 
constituted. 

Orders of 25. All orders made by any such court as last aforesaid shall 

such couru be entered in the official log book of the ship to which the 
to be entered parties to the proceeding before it belong, and shall be signed 
in official \^y tjj^ president of the court or by one of its members, 
log. 

In case of 26. Whenever any merchant ship is wrecked or abandoned 

wreck or abroad, any naval officer in command of any of Her Majesty's 
abandon- ships, or any consular officer who may be at or near the place 
ment a naval ©f such wreck or abandonment, or at any place at which th© 
court may be ^rew of the ship so wrecked or abandoned arrives, may, if he 
nimmoned, thinks the case requires investigation, summon a court, which 
**ct°82 of *^*^^ ^ constituted in the same manner as courts constituted 
13 ft 14 Vtet ^^^^^ ^^^ eighty-second section of the Mercantile Marine Act, 
c. 93, to 1850 ; and such court shall investigate the cause of the wreck 

ioTestigate ^^ abandonment, and may for that purpose summon and compel 
the case, and the attendance of parties and witnesses, and administer oaths 
report to the and affirmations, and order the production of documents, and 
Board of shall make a report containing the statement of the proceedingt 
Trade. and of the evidence, and shall send it to the Board of Trade ; 

If the loss (^Qd if snch report is to the effect that the wreck or abandon- 
is reported ment has been caused by the misconduct or incompetency of 
to have been the master or any certificated mate, the Board of Trade may 
caused by cancel or suspend his certificate, whether of competency or 
misconduct, service ; and any such report, if purporting to be signed by the 
ftc, in mas< genior naval officer or to be sealed with the consular seal, and 
ter or mates, jf produced out of the custody of the Board of Trade or 
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its officers, ihall bo admitted in evidence in any legal their ccrlifi- 
proceeding. catei may be 

canrrllcd or ^ 

27. Except in the case of desertion and in otlier cases ■"•Ponded, 
in whicli it is impossible so to do, every entry of any offence Entry of 
made in the official log book of any ship vrhich leaves the offencM in 
United Kingdom after the first day of September one thousand lo8 to be 
eight hundred and fifty-one shall at the time when the ship is ro«d o»er to 
made, or as soon afterwards as possible, be read over distinctly onenders. 
and audibly to the offender or upon the quarter*deck of the 

ship, and a statement to the effect that the same has been 

so read shall be added to such entry, and signed as required for 

tlie signature of such entry ; and, except in the cases aforesaid, 

no such entry shall be admissible in evidence on the part 

of the master or owner, or otherwise available for the purposes 

of such master or owner, if not so stated to have been read over 

at herein-before required. 

Schedule 

28. The schedule hereunto annexed shall be subetituted for annexed sub- 
Schedule C. annexed to the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, and "»»"'*<* 5*' 

the thirt>-ninth section of the Mercantile Marine Act shall ^ I V, . 
. , ' , J. I sched. C. of 

be construed accordmgly. 13 & 14 Viet 

c 93 

29. The person acting for the time being as accountant to ' * 

the naval department of the Board of Trade shall be the person Accountant 
who is to render the accounts of that department to the Com- '® ^**® "*^"* 
tnissioners of Audit or other persons undertaking the audit ^^I^u'-'^li*"' j 

**»'"'^^- of rLeT 

30. In all cases in which masters or owners of ships are Delivery of 
required by the Act of the ninth year of Her Majesty Queen li»f • *c., to 
Victoria, chapter one hundred and twelve, or by the Mercantile *>• nrnd^ to 
Marine Act, 1850, to deliver or transmit any agreements, lists, *hipping 
or schedules to any officer of Customn, such masters and >""(*"^ 
owners shall henceforth in lieu thereof deliver or transmit the 

same to the shipping masters appointed under the Mercantile 
Marine Act, 1850, and all provisions of the said Acts heretofore 
applicable to such delivery and transmtssioa thereof as herein 
required. 

31. All clerks to justices or other officers receiving any Clerks to 
penalties inflicted under the said Act of the eighth year of Her jurtlces, Ac. 
Mnjesty Queen Victoria, chapter one hundred and twelve, the to account to 
said Act of the ninth year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, lJ.^*Ji^®^^ 
chapter one hundred and sixteen, the said Mercantile Marine _p,.-n|pg 
Act, 1850, or this Act, shall give accounts thereof to the Board received by 
of Trade in such form as the said Board may direct. ibem. 
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SCHEDULE. 

Sums to be deducted from wages by way of partial repayment of fees in 
Schedule B. annexed to the Mercantile Marine Act. , 

1. In respeet of engagements and discharges of erews, upon 
each engagement and each discharge, 

s. d. 
From wages of any mate, purser, cngiueer, surgeon, 

carpenter, or steward - - - - - 1 6 

From wages of all others, except apprentices - - 1 



2. In respect of engagements and discharges of seamen 
separately y upon each engagement and each discharge, \s. 



SEAMEN'S rUND WINDING-UP AC3T OF 1851. 



(U & 16 Victoria, cap. 102.) 



CLAUSES RELATING TO THE OBLIOATIONS OF OWNERS AND 
MASTERS OP VESSELS WITH REFERENCE TO THE WAGES AND 
EFFECTS OF DECEASED SEAMEN, AND OF SEAMEN LEFF SICK 
ABROAD, CITED IN THE ANALYSIS, AT PAGE 100. 

29. Whenktbr any seaman or apprentice belonging to any British ship 
proceeding upon a voyage ^rhich is finally to terminate in the United King- 
dom dies during such voyage, the master shall take charge of his money 
or other imperishable or unsaleable effects on board, and shall as soon as 
convenient cause his clothes and other perishable or saleable effects on 
board to be sold on board by auction at the mast or other public auction, 
and shall at the time make an entry of such sale in the official log-book, 
stating therein the date, the articles sold, and the sum received for each, 
and shall cause such entry to be attested by a mate or one of the crew, 
and shall, in the case of a foreign-going ship, upon attending before a 
shipping master for the discharge of his crew, and in the case of a home- 
trade ship, upon his first subsequent attendance before or transmission of 
half-yearly returns to a shipping master under the provision in 27th sec. 
of 7 and 8 Vic, c. 112, and in the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, in that 
behalf contained, deliver any effects which he has taken charge of, and pay 
any money which he has either taken charge of or received from such sale 
as aforesaid, and also the balance of wages due to the seaman or appren- 
tice at his death, to such shipping master, and shall give to the Board of 
Trade or to such shipping master such account as they require of such 
effects, money, and wages. 

30. If any master fails to take such charge of the money or other effects 
of a seaman or apprentice dying on board, or to make such sale thereof, or 
to make such entries in respect of such sale, or to procnre such attestation 
to such entries, or to make such payment or delivery of any money, wages, 
or effects of any seaman or apprentice dying on board, or to give such 
account in respect thereof, as are herein-before respectively directed, he 
shall be accountable for the money, wages, and effects of the seaman or 
apprentice to the Board of Trade, which may by itself or any agent 
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recover the same ; and such Master shall also for every such offence be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding double the value of the money or effects 
not accounted for, or, if such value is not ascertained, not exceeding fifty 
pounds. 

31. Provided that in the case of voyages commenced before the first 
day of October, one thousand eight hundred and fifty one, no master who 
complies with the provisions relating to the effects and wages of seamen 
dying on board or abroad contained in the repealed 30th sec. of 5th of 
Wm. lY., c. 52., and in the repealed 31st sec. of the 7th & 8th Vic, cap. 
112, and who pays and delivers the monies and effects which are by him 
payable or deliverable thereunder to any person appointed to receive such 
wages and effects by or in pursuance of this act, shall be liable to any suit 
or penalty by reason of his non-compliance with any new provisions 
herein-before contained relating to such wages or effects. 

32. After the 1st of January, 1851, which the shipping masters appointed 
under the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, first undertaken the duty of 
receiving contributions to the fund, the lists or schedules marked respec- 
tively C and D, which by the said Act 7 & 8 Tic, c. 112, and by the 
Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, masters or owners are required to deliver 
as therein mentioned, shall contain, in addition to the particulars required 
by the acts aforesaid or either of them, the following particulars ; (that is 
to say,) 

1. The time, place, and cause of death of any of the crew who may 

have died : 

2. The wages due to any of the crew who may have died at the time 

of death : 

3. The clothes or other effects belonging to any of the crew who may 

have died, with a statement of the manner in which they have 
been dealt with, and the money for which any of them have been 
sold: 

And the Board of Trade may, notwithstanding any provision to the con- 
trary in the Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, contained, issue new forms of 
the said lists or schedules containing such additional particulars and other- 
wise altered as may be found expedient, on giving one month*s notice 
thereof by circulating the same amongst the Local Marine Boards. 

33. If any such seaman or apprentice as aforesaid dies abroad leaving 
any money or effects not on board his ship, the chief ofiBcer of the customs 
at the place, if in Her Majesty's dominions, and Her Majesty's consul or 
vice-consul at or nearest the place, if not in Her Majesty's dominions, shall 
claim and take charge of all such money and effects, and shall, if he thinks 
fit, sell such effects, and shall lemit the balance, after deducting expenses, 
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with A fall account of tucb money and effectt, to the Board of Trade, or at 

it directs. 

84. Whenever any teaman or apprentice diet in the United Kingdom, 
and it at the time of hit death entitled to claim from the master or ovmer 
of any thip in which he hat tenred any unpaid waget or effectt not exceed- 
ing in value fifty pounds, tuch matter or owner shall, if required by the 
BMud of Trade to to do, pay and deliver or account for the tame to the 
shipping master at the port where the seaman or apprentice was or was to 
have b^n discharged, or to the Board of Trade or some one of its au- 
thorised agents. 

35. If the money and effects of any deceased seaman or apprentice paid, 
delivered, or remitted to the Board of Trade or its agents do not exceed in 
value the sum of fifty pounds they shall, after deducting expenses, direct 
payment and delivery thereof to any claimants who can prove themselyet 
to the satis&ction of the said Board to be either his widow or children, or 
entitled to his effects under the statutes for the distribution of the effects 
of intestates, or to be entitled to procure probate or take out letters of 
administration, although no probate or letters of administration have been 
taken out, and the same shall be paid or delivered to such claimants 
accordingly, and shall be applied by them in due course of administration; 
aud if such money and effects exceed in value the sum of fifty pounds, the 
tame shall be paid and delivered to the legal personal representatives of 
tuch teaman or apprentice. 

86. If no claim for any tuch money or effectt at aforetaid it made by 
any perton proving himtelf entitled to make the same, within seven years 
from the first payment or delivery thereof to the Board of Trade or to a 
•hipping master or other agent of the said Board, such money and the sums 
received from the tale of such effects shall, subject to deductions for 
expenses, be appropriated at follovtt ; that it to say, if the seaman or 
apprentice to whom the tame belonged wat at his death a member of a 
fHendly tociety duly enrolled and certified according to the acts for the 
time being in force relating to such societies they shall be paid to such 
•ociety, and if he was not at his death a member of any such society they 
shall be paid to the ** Seaman's Hospital Society," and if at any subsequent 
time a valid claim thereto is substantiated, the society to which they have 
been paid shall satisfy the same. 

37. Every person who, for the purpose of obtaining either for himself 
or for another any money or effects of any deceased seaman or apprentice, 
fraudulently forges or alters, or procures to he forged or altered, any docu- 
ment purporting to show or assist in showing a right to such wages or 
effects, and evei7 person who for the purpose aforesaid makes use of any 
audi furged or altered document at aforasaid, or who for the purpose aforesaid 

T 
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gives or piakes or proeures to be given or made, or aansto in giving or 
making or procuring to be given or made, any false evidence or representa- 
tion, knowing the same to be false, shall be punishable with transportation 
for seven years, or may be sttu^marily prosecuted before two or more 
justices, or in Scotland before two or more justices or the sheriff, and 
punished upon conviction by imprisonment for a period not exceeding six 
months, with or ^i^l^out hard labour. 

61. All penalties and other sums of money hereby made recoverable 
may be recovered in the same manner as penalties and sums of money 
recoverable under the Mercantile Marine Act, 1 850, and shall be paid to 
the Board of Trade, for the purposes of the fund ; and all rules of law, 
practice, and evidence which are by the said Mercantile Marine Act, 1850, 
made applicable to legal proceediogs Uiereunder, shall be applicable to 
proceedings under this act. 



THE STEAM NAVIGATION ACT, 1851. 



(14 & 15 YXOTOBIA, CA7. 79.) 



CLAUSES BELATINO TO THE OBLIGATIONS OF OWNEBS AND HA8TEBS 
OF SHIPS, WITH BEFEBENCE TO SAFETY AND FBEVENTION OF 
ACCIDENT ON BOABD, CITED IN ANALYSIS AT PAGE 106. 

22. No decked vessel, except vessels used solely as steam-tugs, shall 
proceed to sea from any port or place in the United Kingdom whatsoever 
unless it shall be provided, acoojnding to its tonnage, with boats duly sup- 
plied with all requisites for their use, and not being fewer in number nor 
less in their cubic contents than the boats the number and cubic contents 
of which are specified in the following table ; provided that the said limits 
of dimension be not considered applicable to vessels engaged in the Whale 
Fishery : 
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■aid unless it also be provided with two life-buoys, to be kept ready for 
immediate use : Provided that the enactments with respect to boats and 
life-buoys herein contained shall not apply in any case in which a certificate 
has been duly obtained under the Passengers' Act. 

23. No steam vessel, except vessels used solely as steam-tugs, shall pro- 
ceed to sea unless it shall be provided with a hose adapted for the purpose 
of extingruishing fire in any part of the vessel, and capable of being con- 
nected with the engines of the vessel, nor, if carrying passengers, without 
being provided with the following means of making signals of distress, that 
is to say, twelve blue lights, or twelve port-fires, and one cannon, with 
ammunition for at least twelve charges, or, in the discretion of the master 
or owner of such vessel, with such other means of making signals as shall 
have been previously approved by the Lords of the said Committee. 

24. If any such steam or other vessel as aforesaid proceed to sea without 
being provided with such boats and other equipments as herein-beforo re- 
quired for such vessel, or if any of such boats or other equipments be lost 
or rendered useless in the course of the voyage through the wilful fault or 
negligence of the owner or master, or if in case of any of such boats or 
life-buoys being accidentally lost or injured in the course of the voyage the 
master or other person having charge of the vessel wilfully neglect to re- 
place or repair the same on the first convenient opportunity, then and in 
every case where the owner shall appear to be in fault he shall be liable to 
a penalty not exceeding one hundred pounds, and in every case where the 
Master or other person having charge of the vessel shall appear to be in 
fault he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. 

25. It shall not be lawful for any officer of Customs to clear out, or to 
grant a transire to, or allow to proceed to sea, any such steam or other 
vessel as aforesaid, unless the same is provided with such boats and other 
equipments as herein-before required for such vessel ; and in any case in 
which any vessel is delayed by reason of non-compliance with any of the 
provisions herein-before contained the tide-waiter left on board shall be 
maintained at the expense of the master or owner of such vessel until such 
provisions are complied with. 

And with respect to the lights to be carried, and other provisions to be 
made for guarding against accidents from collision, be it enacted as follows : 

26. The Lord High Admiral, or the Commissioners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral, shall from time to time make regulations re- 
quiring the exhibition of such lights, by such classes of vessels, whether 
steam or sailing vessels, within such places and under such circumstances 
as they think fit, and may from time to time revoke, alter, or vary the 
same, and they shall cause such regulations to be published ^in the 
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London Ocuetie, and to be otherwise publicly made known, and tuch 
regulations •hall come into operation on a day to be named id such 
gazette, and they shall cause snch regulations to be printed, and shall fur- 
nish a copy thereof to any owner or master of a vessel who applies for the 
same, and production of the gazette containing such regulations shall be 
sufficient evidence of the purport and due making thereof ; and all owners 
and masters or persons having charge of vessels shall be bound to take 
notice of the same, and shall, so long as the same continue in force, exhibit 
such lights, and no others, at such times, within such places, in such 
manner, and under such circumstances as are enjoined by such regulations; 
and in case of default the master or other person having charge of any 
vessel or the owner of such vessel, if it appear that he was in fault, shall 
for each and every occasion upon which such regulations are infringed for- 
feit and pay a sum not exceeding twenty pounds : Provided always, that 
all regulations made by the said Lord High Admiral, or Commissioners 
for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral, under the authority of the 
said recited acts or either of them, and in force at the passing of this act, 
together with the penalties applicable thereto, shall continue and be in force 
as if the same had been made under this act, until the same revoked. 

27, Whenever any vessel proceeding in one direction meets a vessel 
proceeding in another direction, and the Master or other person having 
charge of either such vessel perceives that if both vessels continue their 
respective courses they will pass so near as to involve any risk of a collision, 
he shall put the helm of his vessel to port, so as to pass on the port side 
of the other vessel, due regard being had to the tide and to the position 
of each vessel with respect to the dangers of the channel, and, as regards 
Bailing vessels, to the keeping of each vessel under command ; and the 
master of any steam-vessel navigating any river or narrow channel shall 
keep as far as is practicable to that side of the fairway ormidchannel thereof 
which lies on the starboard side of such vessel ; and if the master or other 
person having charge of any steam- vessel neglect to observe these regula- 
tions or either of them, he shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding fifty pounds. 

28. If in any case of a collision between two or more vessels it appear 
that such collision was occasioned by the non-observance either of the 
foregoing rules with respect to the passing of steamers or of the rules to be 
made as aforesaid by the Lord High Admiral or the Commissioners for 
executing the Office of Lord High Admiral with respect to the exhibition 
of lights, the owner of the vessel by which any such rule has been in- 
fringed shall not be entitled to recover any recompense whatsoever for any 
damage sustained by such vessel in such collision, unless it appears to the 
court before which the case is tried that the circumstances of the case were 
such as to justify a departure from the rule ; and in case any damage to 
person or property be sustained in consequence of the non-observance of 
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Boj of the njd rule*, tlie mne AM in all canrta of jnitiee be deemed, in 
the ibwnce of proof lo the contoiri, to hive boeo DCCBtioned b; the vilful 
defiiult of the msiler or other petton haiing the ebuge of inch veiael, und 
FUrh tDUIer or other penon ihill, unlen it sppein to the court before 

jiittify m depmrture from the rule, be lubjsct in ill proceedinge, vhether 
dTilorrriminBl.tolhelegdcf ' ■ ■ ' '■ 



p 

i: 



I 



f* 



I 



r 



IV^ 




I 



r 



I' 



t; 



i 



